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The Elative

rd
Jraedl 52)

Definition: This noun is used to refer to the quality or attribute of the root letters to a
greater extent in a person or a thing.

R

Although there are various uses of the elative, one of the most common uses is the
comparative and superlative forms. Look at these examples in English:

2 1
Superlative Comparative
Her car is the fastest in this city. Zaid is bigger than Khalid.

My house is the biggest.
Fatima is more knowledgeable than

Khadijah is the most pious of Yusuf.
women.

He is stronger than Zaid.

Examples:
The Elative Root letters

Prettier / better / more . ,?‘ 1
beautiful Gt Vi d

Bigger / biggest 55 2
seerbie Wi | o

Greater / more L 2% 3
jEig rd

Smaller / smallest P ?{ \ 4
B v t L)o

Nearer / nearest 5% 5
&3] Crd

More merciful. 5 6
3551 ~Tv

Faster / Swifter / fastest 5 ,i 7
s v
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In the above examples, take note of the pattern (d&.i;i).

This is the pattern for Singular and Masculine.

Pattern & Paradigm:

o\
o

&.
+E\

Practice this paradigm using the following words, do not forget to ponder on the meaning.

6 5 4 3 2 1
Jazl e o4 o] K&l J&]

The following are from those root letters that are not m>w. Ensure you also mention the root

letters of each, and the respective L33l s,

2 i 10 9 3 7
a5 gl bl 3] J3bl P

! This is a diptote.
2 This is a diptote.
3 This is also a diptote.

* This is regarded as = (invariable).
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Exercise

Construct the Masculine Singular and practice the entire paradigm of the following

Masculine Singular Derived noun Root letters
Sl 2 oot |0
Jelall o] o |7
Sl 2 od |3

a3iiall i, cod 4
2 8% - |2zl 5
d).:.a.AjN/ Adt

SHEFE] LJE 6
i 52 LJE 7
Jelal 5z e 8
ot 2] SLIS ’
Jskall 52 Jsz 10
Jeldl 2z2) d5G 11
el iy e |2
i 52 Jsk 13

TN 14
agirallad, dJJ’

Al - 15
Jeldl ) Ny

Syntax No. 31 | Alimiyyah | MFK
3|Page



Using the Elative

i..w ‘d‘,: ‘

The Elative will be used as follows:
1. Comparative form.

2. Superlative form.

1. Using the Elative — Comparative Form

Look at this example and analyze each word:

/ ¥,

4 % 1
.u g , ’ 2 I 7 % %
szen preference Preposztzon Elative Given
over preference
Nominal Sentence

Rule: When the elative is used in the comparative form, the elative is always singular and

masculine, irrespective of whether the JL&22 orazle (L&22 is dual, plural or feminine.

Look at these examples carefully and take special notice of the number and gender (do not
forget to translate).

5.”‘ ) "'L')‘“:"w 3
6 zall 5 ado s gl sl 251 de il

T3 pe aaall 55 el 2 il
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Jz . Liis 5., Example

2y 1

S e S e NV ERSESIEY
“ 2 4 > 9/’;‘ 4 < 2

O G5 FEGNERUTR AR - TUNE
zdy . L% (e 3

c.o..> Lf.s‘l.c gw\uf}l.cj 9[:4[.}:.\‘

- % (IR
o o PETISPAEND (- ‘
co wjﬁ/tﬁ) g%‘&f}lﬁid)uﬁi >

Note 1: In all of the above examples, the elative is being used to compare and express the

fact that the quality is greater in the J.A%z .

Note 2: Notice how the elative remains always singular and masculine, irrespective of
whether the J.345orazde JA22 is dual, plural, or feminine.

Note 3: The elative will not contain a Tanween, as it is a diptote.

Note 4: In the comparative form, the preposition (= is placed after the elative. It gives the

meaning of “than”.
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2. Using the Elative

Superlative Form

In this form, the superiority of one is shown against all others. Thus, there is no comparison
between two humans, animals or objects.

Look at the following examples, carefully analyse the structure of each.

Category Category
B A
Used as Used as

159 .
543103

Zaid the most honourable...

e
%

15T 055

Zaid is the most honourable of
people.

Khalid the most knowledgeable...

A s

Khalid is the most knowledgeable
of students.

Fatima the most honourable...

.2LMJ/ f ‘L{J}-::j w[j

Fatima is the most honourable of
women.

LTI BT

The two most knowledgeable
Students...

A 12T gl gy A

The two students (from India) are
the most knowledgeable of
students.

JsU9 03L& 3

The superior prophets...

4

The prophets are the most superior
of people.
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Note the grammar rules for each category:

Category Category
B A
Used as Used as
(e 52l (S e Fladl sl

As in all adjectival compounds, the
elative must always correspond (in
number and gender) to the word
before it.

The elative can be singular and
masculine, irrespective of the
possessor being a plural, feminine
elc.

The elative can also correspond to

the J.&34 in number and gender.

2 1
Elative is Singular + Masculine. Elative Corresponds
by - "~/ 3 < w ; E ’g. g 7
;—L&»}.“L’;})-NT CL/&.ELS ;«L:m.:.”u-’)@ 4.2.%(.9

Fatima is the most honourable of
women.

Fatima is the most honourable of
women.

. ;})\iﬁ)‘ j,l_éj (g.i.gj\ Q—e)g@[ﬁﬂ

The two students (from India) are
the most knowledgeable of
Students.

B e (gl gy L

The two students (from India) are
the most knowledgeable of
students.

. ww‘ J-::.;T ﬁ@:\j

The prophets are the most superior
of people.

waJ\ ",L::-;T ﬁ[.;.::l\/\

4

The prophets are the most superior
of people.

LG 2 39T

4

The prophets are the most superior
of people.

Examples of the elative corresponding to the (Laiswhen used as a possessive compound:
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Note: In all of the above examples, the possessor 1s &3 ,xs .

If the possessor (aJlcslas) is §,55, then the elative must always be singular and masculiné®.

Terminology:

’/
Lw\ ’\
P l/o..w/

rd
[

€\

E

7.
K

Root letters:

Note:
Do not confuse the following:
Incomplete Sentence Complete Sentence
u—“*:*’:-’-” S el Bl Tu\—w

19k A

Khalid the most knowledgeable... Khalid is most knowledgeable.

8 Examples where the possessor (aJclas) is 850
1) Masculine Singular: J4¢ Jw’i,ﬂ (He is the best man).
2) Feminine Singular: {Lul J,.éé;ig,e(She is the best woman).
3) Masculine Plural: JLVJ,@T 35 (They are the best men).

4) Feminine Plural: ;g J,.a!iufi (They are the best women).
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Exercise

| Using the elative. |

Write all answers in your exercise book. Ensure you highlight whether the elative is being
used in the comparative or superlative form. Practice the paradigm of each one and ponder
over the root letters.

CorS’ Arabic
SALE el e s | el s 1
JeS| u—Aj-sw’T )-’Giﬂ 2
55881 58 (5 5! Al :
2l 291555 *
&szuﬁ‘_j;.e_ﬂ U—’L’S :
el L] a1 §) °
7

. C/_')U\)—:AJ‘ é%j:j &Iﬁi
P 8

,»-:«a-*-!\u-né-u" ACNIE

£

el el s ’

el e Bl @l 1

e a2 5 Qs e 25T £ !
c el Yol G 08 2
5o 5 s e $S23 N

14

B 2 33T s Tl omd €823, 28 Lk
~ > 4 o - ’/.’/(, [ 15
Ul s 28 o gaastaad) J& J&51 8,00 od

% If superlative, and a possessive compound, what is the other permissibility.
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Mixed Exercise

Using various derived nouns with the following.

Py TM o sxin s Jolb s Jnd

o&

\
G

Write all answers in your exercise book. Practice also the paradigm of each one.
Ponder over the root letters of the Derived Nouns.

Arabic
il Wl e 25T 310 L !
RIS JCRTR /N IN i
Al 5 S ?L}u’iﬂ\ S e i
y

t ol ells pd a1 dadb

UV SRR E AU TN I TR PN (< 100 B

Gl oS’ JB ! wiadl 3 6
slidaas s sliaS ! ol 7
sl ds ) s 2323 ) ks 3
e Sl 0 9

Ne T I JONTy PRSP 10
ells e sl g Lal 1

: gg\/,id\ Gubasl ey 12
M‘UJ gw‘);%ﬂ\él 13
14

e 288 g8y a5 )
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Revision of Verbs

1. Practice the bk and ¢ Las, o520 and Js4>- 0f the following.

2. Then practice the ~+(Jl <3 Ja)l of the verbs.

3. Write down the first verb of each one in the relevant sections.

5 4 3 2 1
o9 Jns planddod) | poladdasd | ool dadll | 2Ll i
EYSEIN PN BIYESN] EYPERN| BIVEN] EYPERN|
1
3 22 2 1> 2 15~ 4 9
) a Land Y e
2
(@) )LC-
3
) oY
4
(L?) (S
5
© B>
] 6
O P
w e 7
(w2 >
. 8
)P
9
ek
10
(@) ALﬁ

We will be using these patterns in our future exercises.
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Using the Elative (2)

I

Look at the following examples:

Jraidll o2 Ylass)

Zaid?
More in what?

3 2 1
Ponder! Translation Example
Khalid is more than | Khalid is more than 2% 1

Zaid in wealth.

Smaller in what
aspect?

He is smaller than
Fatima in age.

Better in what
sense?

Gold 1s better than 2
silver in price.

Easier in what
aspect?

The Quran is the
easiest of books to
memorise.

v’ In the above, the 5,53l ...l at the end of the sentence removes the ambiguity (.33]) and

vagueness that is present in the sentence.

v Words that remove ambiguity are known as:

et ”
.5"'/.7 “
).,,.;ue..) )ﬁ‘f‘)

Note the following rules regarding z..3:

Note 1: The 52+5is always a noun. The 33+5 can be translated as the differentiator.

Note 2: The ;2.5 is always a 5,55 (indefinite noun).

Note 3: The 25 is always in .2l aJ- (accusative case).
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Note 4: The s:5is a £, .. that removes the ambiguity in a word or sentence.
Note 5: The noun from which the vagueness or ambiguity is removed is called &=+ .

Note 6: The 5:-5is not just used with the elative. It is also used to remove ambiguity in:

Translation Example

I have an arm’s length of’ L. 9 . Area / Distance | 1
silk. 525 o Guds
I sold a litre of milk. ale 122) 2z Weight 2
o 8K
He sold a bag of flour. AT Measure 3
' " ] h)y:j
I saw eleven stars. . i %X Numbers'© 4
G538 ke fsl el ,
(A\/u\-d)fdi
Zaid became good in i e 5
knowledge. . L/“I'% wWBelb
T Sed ol These are all g
e army died of hunger. &t g sJl el sentences.
Sufficient for you is Allah | 7

as a helper. e
(Allah is sufficient for you as a helper).

10 There are specific rules regarding the ;-3 of numbers.
For example, there is one set of rules for numbers 3 to 10 (where the ;3 1is not in .weJlaJl~, whereas the >3 for numbers 11 to 99
is in cwadladls).
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Exercise

Using the 323 with the elative and with other ,3,(s.

Write all answers in your exercise book.
Ponder over the sentence, and highlight what ambiguity is being removed by the 33.5.
Practice the paradigm of each derived noun and ponder over the root letters.

Arabic

L, 35T :

1005 39 L, 3357 2

L Jasdl g 55T Jal :

IS ) gosl s 39T
G2 WG g

8 30 pas 6

thd &l ol !

(S i 155 isisls ag, | 9
-(zu@fsg}:«i@a)iuf@;{/'g\}éﬁg@i% 10

2 &% £ “ 13

A\N

€\

11

12

N\

s o P 14
5k 588 Bans oM S 9sh o S

15

2
P e
‘4 .'./:."15‘-1ﬁ‘,'
. 7-6-#1 o QMJ/ —
4

' Imperfect tense (first person) from 33,35l7l.
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More on the Elative (3)
Jrabdll ozl Je 83500

Note 1: Bodily defects and colours are also on the pattern of the elative. However, they are
not regarded as an elative but are Resembling Participles. Examples of colours (note the
respective patterns):

Plural Singular Singular Colour
Feminine Masculine
, ) K Black
534 sl534 5341
. 5 White 2
> 9 ‘/ 5 7 - ’;‘ Red 6'\ 3
R 5|y A .
: 2 <, % Yellow e 4
b o) 8o )-b-ai‘ G_
Y > P Green 5
SRS Yov-Es Mﬂ->1
, . ’;‘ Blue 6
Svo sB73 G

The footnote!? below details what words an elative can be made from.

12 %)TM)TU}JUJ‘L)'))*‘—MMMQJUQU;}hgrmmuPﬁ\f'ﬁQﬂu‘ﬂM‘}w‘ﬁWﬂ
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Examples of bodily defects (again note the respective patterns):

Plural Singular Singular Defect
Feminine Masculine
) _ .5 Lame 1
e eSS e5£]
L2 B L% One-eyed 2
v slas tf}‘j

)

5 R .z Dumb
P& S5 Rl

- o
3:
rd

/ o5 Dumb o 4
, % Cross-eyed | :C 5
J3* sj};' d}-’j :&;
Y s _ % Deaf 6
s | e | sel
, .5 Blind 7

Note 1: The singular masculine and feminine forms of colours and defects are diptotes.

Note 2: Words like the above will NOT be translated as:

4 3 2 1
G}-‘-T «/395( un-f.di‘ >’r~ﬂ
Incorrect: Incorrect: Incorrect: Incorrect:
More lame More one-eyed. More white. More black.
Lamer. Whiter. Blacker.
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How to express colours and defects in the elative form

To express colours, defects and those words that do not have an elative form'?, an elative that

expresses the meaning of “more” is used with the appropriate verbal noun (vouas).

Some elatives that express the meaning of “more” are:

Meaning Elative that expresses the | Past tense | Root letters
meaning of “more” verb
More L x l4g - . 1
Greater g)wj @ S S5
Tougher
More _ 2% <3¢ 2
Most )3'5 T 2 v &
Greater 5 s 3
e 2\~ |=' E .
Bigger ;..E_éj ) b E’_

Look at this example and analyze the different parts:

rd

z 2
/I ‘/ L, 5 9w /,5‘ " ‘/
. $ :& f/ E'M/ 5/*" S ) g -4 /’O .l.l:/
My car is redder than your car.

(My car is mate red than your car)
‘more in redness”.

4 2 1
AL refer . Elativ AY refer
Given preference () 2o lative Given preference
over
Nominal Sentence

13 For example you cannot have w33 from ()&
14 If the last two letters are same, then they are assimilated. Examples: 307, 341, J;T
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You will have to learn or consult a dictionary for the relevant ;o2 of colours and defects in
order to create the elative form.

Some examples are:

Yo ol
e | G| g a2l | s
Deaf Blind Lame Green White Black

Note the following examples:

4 3 2 1
%% o b IR PL
oz oGl 3= MT MT Blas 0% |
More blind. Lamer. More white. More black.
Blinder. Whiter. Blacker.
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The Elative: Some Miscellaneous Rules

Note 1: The following words are elatives:

Meaning Alctual ola Root letters
Elative 0o
Elative
Good _ ,'?‘ 1
Better > == v C
Worse _ i 1?‘ 2
15w & W o
e - v
Beloved » /?‘ 3
LS - SISl
Due to frequent usage of these words, 2235 has taken place where the #--s has been

dropped, so that these words easier to pronounce.

Note: These words are not diptotes. Thus they can contain Tanween and Kasra.

Note 2: Look at these examples:

% Meanin Example
Lo g p
Lff'”:" quf j’-if;i s Allah is the greatest. j.:.ﬁ édb/\ 1
4 3 L5 07 Allah is most oz 2
s S e alela 2127 el
- knowledgeable.

In these examples, the «lc LAz has been omitted, as it is very obvious. From this we learn

that on certain occasions the «.lc J.i2e can be omitted, especially if a a3 is present.

13260 Lo (A somdlly Jlamrad 85250 §50pd] 30y obisns
1 In this particular word, both versions are used extensively.
17 An indication, where the context of the sentence tells you that it has been omitted.
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Note 3: The word L3!.

This translates as “another”.

e Do not confuse it with the word ,=| (which translates as “last/final”).

¢ Note the paradigm of this, and that the underlined words in the paradigm are a diptote.

Examples:

3 2 1
— Ceet o>ls
AP -4 z| n
R A G352 Sl hrd S 0%
)-2"31 g-:’ 3
2 9 rs J 6
uL}};{ o> (5}>T Ry
9
2 1
Feminine Masculine

9 Pl

w3 aslss e 57

I ate another chicken.

I am going to another country.

RA\N

9 Pl

He took another bag.

SENCNCRE

He took another pen.

rd
2

29
w3 815l easésls

Zainab and another woman came.

9/"@9//@”'9/
-P‘d—?v:d-a» >

Zaid and another man came.
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Note 4: We have learnt that the following derived nouns can act as an Jslc.

Js@l 52
Jiadl 1)
.’i/?;, ,j\.’i/. /wﬂ

Thus the above derived nouns can have a J<l and / or «;J-=2.. We have covered several such
examples, where there is an W) 5z whose J«lz 1s one of the above derived nouns. The

elative generally is not an JLl (governor) for »)l 2.2) except in rare circumstances.

One such example is the following, referred to as:

This refers to this example:

W a3 lagz 2 oas s ez

I have not seen a man; in whose

es the antimony is More beautul than in the eyes of Zaid.

TP Jeia?)l o ale Jodie
ANE) (J=2)

Such examples are very rare; thus this handout does not go into details of the relevant
grammar rules'® that need to be observed.

18 (339wdﬁ&l).oﬁ5w.d.:.L&Ji;B,d.M';.&:HMIM,LWW,MMWMN@LSVL;M!al:.wo
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Exercise

| Using various derived nouns. |

Write all answers in your exercise book.
Practice the paradigm of each derived noun and ponder over the root letters.

Arabic
AT g ke Bl 1L 2
&l s3] e b 153 3
S S350 @ls 5 1o Aaus W0l site 4
L SVIT JE ORI R [RE .
U’“’JW(;WUJ-‘ HUES JORN| 6
] g § el SSUAN ells 7
A bl gl 8
i) (2 I 35T sl 7
Az, lls e fes G 10
) 2 85kl 3 L)) 1
o o Lo gisis e BUAS 2
(B B UWAS st s sl oy |
A5 gt fools acl P 14
LS 5te Gol Guumsly 15
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Exercise — From the Quran

Write all answers in your exercise book.

Practice the paradigm of each derived noun and ponder over the root letters.
Ponder over the relevant grammar rules and analysis.

It is important to look at these verses within the context they appear in the Quran.

C:V Arabic

4:69 -u-,év . ‘)T&-&-;E 1
5:50 AE s e 2
o7 i dbl e ol 3% ?
64:17 e oS Al 4
62:11 P 5
64:2 S rlens e, i 6
63:11 ke Ly Lt 7
047 e ) e 213 °
2:20 ?wwﬁd‘w\u‘ 9
6:58 e LT, 10
1204 el gl s Uil s a
3119 sl ey d elyed Sl g 2
o8 xSl ool el | a
20:114 s g5 o 14
60:10 5—@-2&_}5[_3}15.;‘&&»/ 15
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Extension

gl el () U6
/ ’i

&
1389
A\
\
13
—C
—
G
\tu
©
1Y
—
\C
\Z
\
‘Ceu
Cc.
.
13
—c\

(G
\\»
G
—c\
A\ €2
it
\
N
—c\

4 4 ", 4 .
iz ol T ORLY
£ 212 :’;
Practice the following:
4 3 2 1

FUlond (r) E3EL
Sl /30! BlSsi o33! S e
Wil 30351
A 72 2 ., 19 .
e’ QR Gu2) S
Practice the following:
3 2 1

1 Refer to the footnote under the example “3s?” regarding the feminine form.
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Gl oYl () Blagols

G | gahidl Uss] i S e

/5 3 17 3 2
u[.;.:y g[.;.:y > D 5
2 7/1:
> (>

Gl pasldl () 3805 s

s3] [ ants] a3l o3 S
T

Practice the following:

AVaY)

5 4
A B I S U S N1 N (A VX S Rt
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wlagdd olazid s D34
T g%—ij&
Practice the following:
3 2 1
rd |. .’./ rd
L;C/ST @a-’j‘ 6&.57

&2\
—0\

“ .

el e g
LJJ:S 2 7 2
Practice the following:
5 4 3 2 1
351 s sl 5] J3l
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G o3l (o

)

2
& oA
-»

7~

Sl

rd
(/:
KA
,/n'
Un
7
e

A

2. e &

('M
” »

2
2, N 3
")0’0’0‘

Practice the following:
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Misc. - The Elative

The underlined words are commonly used.

rd

gﬂgj

P‘ET u-’,:jﬁ
9 9 \ 9
3] gLfJﬂ 3l e 5e

P rd
2% 1"
2
R UL
7

o
i\
—c\

(SO

3

e ")_,q
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Exercise

| The Elative from Irregular Verbs |

Fill in the blanks and practice the paradigm of each Elative.

il Root Letters LYl e e Past Tense
Jopnzzd] o < e -

5. 1

v? U3
. 2

o G
o 143 3
) \ 4

(C.d ‘5-93
, g . 5

w [
% PP 6

w2 e
, _ 7
P 8

C =23
) < 9

P &
. . 10

P SUD
11

c ok
" 12

o 3%
_ 13

o &b
14

O? S
15

© A
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Extension — From the Quran

Write all answers in your exercise book.

Practice the paradigm of each derived noun and ponder over the root letters.
Ponder over the relevant grammar rules and analysis.

It is important to look at these verses within the context they appear in the Quran.

C:V Arabic
41:15 5}3[#:\“%_‘\}3 ‘s 1
4133 e Jot 3l ) s pte S8 503l g5 2
19:73 :\ﬁi‘@ég.b\sji?@égjmﬁ 3
0 53T 5 alis 333 383,80 &
87:17 u"j j’;-—’ozspﬂ\, 4
IO b gaasile s b g s 4, 322 0 g6 >
97:3 ,.-ewuj’i 533 384 6
12:3 M‘@T%M&Q 7
2:165 9“33@3;;‘\312'\0993\3 8
8 Sasshals Ll il abis ’
9:81 ‘is!&j}:@-;&u ﬁ 10
40:21 ) 100 558 232, 5l 2x 136 H
205 o3 .
159575 Il 55815 B8 182, Bl 150

Syntax No. 31 | Alimiyyah | MFK
30|Page



Vocabulary

Clothing
Shorts Z 00 s 1
ey
Jumper TN 2
P 5E3\5554
Jacket ciis 3
)-«-MI
Skirt ” }fj 4
%
Dress . 5
olid :
Tie a.E.j’ 6
7
Shoe 5 7
s
Shoes . ,&;1‘ 8
Belt > 9
R
Gloves ¢ 10
w\ju_:g
Handkerchief
Pocket _
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