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Look at these examples:

Possessive Compound
The man’s book. 1

The boy’s pen.

The engineer’s horse.
Zaid’s donkey.
Khalid’s key.

My house.

Our classroom.

R | N DN B~ W N

Her bag.

The above examples are all Possessive Compounds.

What is a Possessive Compound?

1. A Possessive Compound shows ownership (refer to the above examples). Thus, there
will be an “owner” (possessor), and the item that is owned.

This is a very basic definition, suitable for beginners.

2. A Possessive Compound will have at least 2 words. There could be more words (and
even sentences) as well'.

3. Both the words of a Possessive Compound will be nouns. This for now is sufficient for
beginners — as otherwise a Possessive Compound can take other forms as well.

4. Note the order in the following:

' You will learn about this later.
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The man’s book.
/ \

/ N\

First word Second word

Owner / Possessor. Owned / Possessed.

5. In English, the Possessor (owner) comes first. Refer to the examples given.

6. A Possessive Compound is NOT a complete sentence. Rather it is part of a sentence.
Look at these examples:

Sentence Possessive Compound
The man’s book is new. 1
The man’s book.

(Subject & Predicate)

The Subject is a Possessive Compound.

The boy’s pen is broken. 2
The boy’s pen.
(Subject & Predicate)

The Subject is a Possessive Compound.

The teacher’s son ate the food. 3
The teacher’s son.
(Verb + Doer + Object)

The Doer is a Possessive Compound.

[ ate the boy’s apple. 4
The boy’s apple.
(Verb + Doer + Object)

The Object is a Possessive Compound.

7. We use Possessive Compounds every day in our conversations.
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The Possessive Compound in Arabic

1. In Arabic, the Possessed (owned) comes first.

2. Note the following:

Js J Sy
/ AN

Second word First word
Owner. Owned.
Possessor. Possessed.

3. The most important point to note is the Harakah:

The Possessor will ALWAYS contain a Kasra.

4. Because the Possessor (owner) comes first in English, we usually translate the
Possessor first.

5. It is important to note TWQO fundamental rules regarding the Possessed:

Rule

Tanween?).

Rule | The Possessed will NEVER contain the Jg 3” . T
. . ~ %’Lﬁ/
1 definite article (). g
X
Rule The Possessed will NEVER contain p B
) Tanween (or the equivalent of : L}-;JJ \ &L’-{

2 You will learn about this later on.
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Before we carry on, let us construct a few Possessive Compounds using the examples given
earlier.

Possessive Compound Vocabulary Possessive
in Arabic Compound

z . The man’s book. 1
J$H ol iy | Mo
SPNE NE o3
. _ .y The engineer’s 3
U,”Q“-G-'%J‘ C)L'a-?' olas O horse.

Zaid’s donkey. 4

The boy’s pen. 2

‘/)‘éj V : 7 V 2 [ d\éj
, o ) Khalid’s key. 5
9‘-’!& C ¥ - C : < OJL&
Now construct the following:
Possessive Compound in Arabic Possessive Compound
The tailor’s pen. 1

The blacksmith’s house. 2

The butcher’s knife. 3
Allah’s house. 4
Allah’s light. 5
Allah’s messenger. 6

After the attempting the above examples, you will have realised that although the Harakah of
the Possessor (owner) is always a Kasra, the Harakah of the Possessed has NOT been given
in the above examples.

This 1s because the Harakah of the Possessed is NOT fixed. The next section looks at this.
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olasdl &l3£)
The Harakah of the Possessed

1. As mentioned, the Possessor will ALWAYS contain a Kasra.

2. The Harakah of the Possessed_is NOT fixed. It depends on where it comes in a
sentence.

3. Look at the following examples and understand the reason of the Possessed’s

Harakah.
Example 1a:
2 1
® - -
dps J£ Moty J£ ol
The man’s book is new. The man’s book.
5 5 luzs Possessive Compound
The Subject is a Possessive Compound.

Example 1b:
2 1
83255 I3 116 SCABNE
The boy’s pen is broken. The boy’s pen.
= TO"W" Possessive Compound
The Subject is a Possessive Compound.
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Example 2a:

2

1

gl glas 8T

The engineer’s horse ate.

oig ) olas

The engineer’s horse.

Jel s ad

The Doer is a Possessive Compound.

Possessive Compound

Example 2b:

2

1

C\j&j‘ &L’o..g- Ca.:b;

The farmer’s donkey went.

C‘lm‘ Aoz

The farmer’s donkey.

SEEPIPEL

The Doer is a Possessive Compound.

Possessive Compound

Example 3a:

2

1

J53his cgdlplEh, o8

The house’s key was lost.

el s

2

The house’s key.

3t ol + S

Possessive Compound

Example 3b:

2

1

NESEI TR AN ARty

The car’s door was open.

LA [

The car’s door.

3t ol + oS

The Noun of Kaana is a Possessive Compound.

Possessive Compound
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In all of the above examples, the Possessed contains a Dhamma. However, the reasons are
different in each set of examples.

Let us now look at examples where the Possessed contains a Fatha. Again, look at the
examples carefully and understand the reason of the respective Harakah.

Example la:
2 1
) ® r % 4 _
bl las e JWal 158 ol s
The student read Allah’s book. Allah’s book.

) d,-u-n + d.c_[_s + du.a Possessive Compound

The Object is a Possessive Compound.
Example 1b:

2 1

bl 2lab e RIS pakadl Wb

The doctor is eating the restaurant’s food. | The restaurant’s food.

ay Jonie+ e+ s Possessive Compound

The Object is a Possessive Compound.

Example 2:
2 1
[ R ) p
Has dless &) bl =z
Indeed Allah’s house is beautiful. Allah’s house.
FUC O &l Possessive Compound
The Noun of Inna is a Possessive Compound.
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Conclusions

Conclusion 1:

gy FEtiy
/N

Possessor Possessed
Fixed Harakah: No fixed Harakah.
Kasra Harakah depends on where it is
1n a sentence.

Conclusion 2:

Jg 3 olas
/
pd N\

Possessor Possessed
Can contain either of them. Will never contain:

Tanween & Definite Article (J!).

Terminology:

Jg 3 Qs
/ \
pd N\

Possessor Possessed
) BLas oLas

Possessive Compound:

RS

The Possessive Compound is not a complete sentence.

Syntax No. 9 | Alimiyyah | MFK
8|Page



Important!

As much as possible, when completing exercises, change each question (sentence) to
different formats. This really helps in appreciating and understanding many aspects such as:

1. Different sentence structures.
2. Differences of the Harakaat.
3. Why a particular Harakah has been used.

4. The importance of using the correct Harakah and the impact of using an incorrect
Harakah.

5. The resulting different meanings.

Look at this example:

Actual question:

zsu.;p&ﬂ‘a;ﬁ_;f)

£

After translating this sentence and appreciating the sentence structure and the reason of the
respective Harakaat, convert this sentence to different formats and analyse / translate each
sentence:

Convert to and translate: Type of
sentence
,O'/ P P % ;2 - "
. Bg}.ggo,. dg’é )-” o8> > TO&M

You can extend the above further, and make the possessive compound into an object:

JUSTERR Y
O~ AoLs> DU
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More examples of the Possessive Compound

Think and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed. Do not forget to translate.

In a sentence

RSV

0dus Jg aggss §) 4 aggs

- O

rd
27, %428 9 ’T 24, %859
U2 d[-a-u-a w2 LQ-U-J

............................................

ik puigadl ol §) il o

............................................

2 ~ ~ P rd
B3 LW splas &5 I spUss
Pd

..............................................

z - - ~
‘/':""/'i/h ’l/ /.(S u,n,‘ ’l/
* ""'u/ z . T e U § . . e

PO ETRERCigv ~Wlags

............................................

B 3ad] 083 BN 332

............................................

A RN TH E et

............................................
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Extension

Extension 1:
Although we generally translate the possessor first, the possessed can also be translated first.

Note the following examples:

Translation Possessive Compound

The book of Allah. b les 1
bl Lo

The food of the restaurant 5 2

‘ sakall Ll

The prophet of Allah. by Ui 3
)l Jawz

The Lord of the people | 4
oo

The sword of Khalid s 5
J » 'Ei r'd

The water of the well. , 6
RN

The water of the sea. 7
P

The day of Eid. 8
Uz 33

The day of reckoning. 9

The day of Jumu’ah (gathering). az223 o 10

daat)l 33
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Extension 2:

As our sentences become a little more complex and bigger, it is VERY important to analyse
the sentence BEFORE translating.

Look at this example of a basic analysis of a sentence:

> R « 4 >
) ek o ek s 5 035 faks
rd

(4 A\ VA 4 “ . $ s, o
G ‘ C-»-.E-ﬁ (s? Leb | Wls 3 g ohl
. 1
] g vlias analysis
[ Ay 8 A S0 4 ~ 9 5., o |~
= ‘ C"“E" (;3 b u\-,‘[-i 3 U AN
2
adl slias ol . : . ) . . ‘
” clas | o | adste | Jeb s Jels b Grammatical
analysis
VISR ,v-’r-” o

Now ask yourself:
a) Where will you start the translation from and why?
b) What would happen if you translated in word order?

c) Translate the above sentence.
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Exercise 1

Convert the following into a Possessive Compound:

Translation Possessive Compound
The boy’s hand. 1
The teacher’s bag. 2
The house of Khalid. 3
The beggar’s bread. 4
The Seeker of knowledge. 5
The girl’s fan. 6
The school’s exam. 7
Room of sleeping 8

(Bedroom)

Make sentences of the Possessive compounds, be creative: use a variety of difference
sentence structures.

Do not forget to analyse and place the correct Harakaat.

In a sentence

5 al 2 g -9
Lﬁug\ w)AJY
The girl’s fan. 1

The house of Khalid. 2

The teacher’s hat. 3
The school’s exam. 4
Room of sleeping 5
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Exercise 2

The Possessive Compound in a sentence

1. Analyse each sentence.
2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed.
3. Do not forget to translate.

; ) , 1
g’% ¥4 s&w\ C‘:Qo
) o @ 2
Sasxg i)l cals &)
P - - 3
132 pdsa plad o8
. . 4
piss pliad o SUdl 215
% 9 s £ P % 5
ﬁu\ Gaue dﬁgw\ L
g _ 6
elzdl a8 ) 2Gh) ilas
s > e - 24 :/ - 7
Ayl asgda i abl Qs B3l ens
@ 2 H ’ 2% 8
Y PRICRLE LI IR TS
£ 3% 9
oWl ugs il gads
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Exercise 3

The Possessive Compound in a sentence

1. Construct the following sentences by filling in the blanks with a suitable missing word.
2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah.

3. Do not forget to translate.

9 s -
G300 AHE)
i s H o5
/,L; ......... Jlj—a-@\ S
J:\ > 9 2%
(| PO & &5
9; .......................
> 9 f -~
sl &) 5By
u1 2 ”

............. guj-ﬁ-éfgj‘)ej‘jé)j
5 0. ¢
BNALEG et acls &)

Ef ’ “ @ - %
S aoud &)
S, . §4555)
= ST S ,u;
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From the Qur’an

1. Analyse each sentence.
2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed.
3. Do not forget to translate.
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Vocabulary Bank

1 olizs Garden
2 s Milk
3 %2& Maid / Servant
4 ol Insulting
5 ( d[:e..éj) . Action / Deed
6 ww Accountant
7 12 1 3 Student
8 ozhdy assls Ending / End
9 » Believer

Skl
10 ;LE.fj Teacher
11 Ty Ambassador
12 vb 34 Policeman
13 §12ha Graveyard
14 a5 City
15 sls Prize
16

C‘Lf Weapon
17 a3 Story
18 22U Hall
19 s Supplication / Dua
20 F Mirror

5l 2
71 - — -

PR Obligation / Obligatory
- act

22 w1 s Holiday
23 Q’}&ifa BOX
24 s Jail / Prison
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Numbers

/./,/’ AW '.’iZ ?/
szl 5 o3 b 5 anz 3l ) A5YA]

Numbers 3 to 10 with 10’s

Memorise the following:

Feminine Masculine
2 $74%¢ 23 2 9 1%
935 5 35S 3 =

/:9". ?//:T 24 /:9" @/:T
Y3 L s Ay QI s 20
> é 25 “ ¢ ~
PN “ . 2 4 s 29 & 9 5 7
Yy S s Al u))-w-%)wo
2 (/ 26 s (8
o 29 & o U 29 N .
I3 T s Aw QI s
- " f/g 27 92 (9’/

> % < 28 > <

P 5 & “e«_ol - P 9 & PR

Y3 s s alal a5 s olad
5 9 29

Updated: 15.10.2025
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