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ْـمُـرَك َـبُ    الإضَـاف ِـ ي ُ الَ  
The Possessive Compound 

 

Look at these examples: 

 

Possessive Compound 

The man’s book.  1 

The boy’s pen.  2 

The engineer’s horse. 3 

Zaid’s donkey.  4 

Khalid’s key.  5 

My house. 6 

Our classroom.   7 

Her bag.  8 

 

The above examples are all Possessive Compounds.  

 

 

 

What is a Possessive Compound? 
 

1. A Possessive Compound shows ownership (refer to the above examples). Thus, there 

will be an “owner” (possessor), and the item that is owned.  

 

This is a very basic definition, suitable for beginners.  

 

2. A Possessive Compound will have at least 2 words. There could be more words (and 

even sentences) as well1.  

 

3. Both the words of a Possessive Compound will be nouns. This for now is sufficient for 

beginners – as otherwise a Possessive Compound can take other forms as well. 

 

4. Note the order in the following: 

 

 
1 You will learn about this later.  
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The man’s book.  
 

 

 

First word Second word 

 

Owner / Possessor.  
 

Owned / Possessed.  
 

 

5. In English, the Possessor (owner) comes first. Refer to the examples given. 

 

6. A Possessive Compound is NOT a complete sentence. Rather it is part of a sentence. 

Look at these examples:  

 

 

Sentence Possessive Compound 

The man’s book is new.  

 

(Subject & Predicate) 
The Subject is a Possessive Compound.  

 

 

The man’s book.  

1 

The boy’s pen is broken. 

 

(Subject & Predicate) 
The Subject is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 

The boy’s pen. 
2 

The teacher’s son ate the food.  

 

(Verb + Doer + Object) 
The Doer is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 

The teacher’s son.  

3 

I ate the boy’s apple.  

 

(Verb + Doer + Object) 
The Object is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 

The boy’s apple.  

4 

 

 

7. We use Possessive Compounds every day in our conversations.  
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The Possessive Compound in Arabic 
 

1. In Arabic, the Possessed (owned) comes first. 

 

2. Note the following: 

 
 

 كِـتـَاب    الر َ جُـلِ 
 

 

 

 

 

Second word First word 

 

Owner. 

Possessor.  

 

Owned. 

Possessed.  

 

 

3. The most important point to note is the Harakah:  

 

The Possessor will ALWAYS contain a Kasra. 

 

4. Because the Possessor (owner) comes first in English, we usually translate the 

Possessor first.  
 

5. It is important to note TWO fundamental rules regarding the Possessed: 

 

 

 Rule 

Rule 

1 

The Possessed will NEVER contain the 

definite article (ال). 
 

جُـلِ   .  ْـكِـتـَاب   الر َ  الَ
 

Rule 

2 

The Possessed will NEVER contain 

Tanween (or the equivalent of 

Tanween2).  

 

جُـلِ   .   كِـتـَاب        الر َ
 

 

 

 

 

 
2 You will learn about this later on.  
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Before we carry on, let us construct a few Possessive Compounds using the examples given 

earlier.  

 

Possessive Compound 

in Arabic 

Vocabulary Possessive 

Compound 

جُـلِ    كِتـَاب الر َ تـَابـكِ   جُـل رَ    The man’s book.  1 

َـدِ    قـَلـَم الوَل َـد  قـَلـَم   The boy’s pen.  2 وَل

الـمُـهـَنـْدِسِ     حِـصَـان  The engineer’s مُـهـَنـْدِس حِـصَـان 

horse. 

3 

زيَـْدٍ      حِـمَـار  Zaid’s donkey.  4 زيَـْد  حِـمَـار  

خَـالـِدٍ    مِـفْـتـَاح  Khalid’s key.  5 خَـالـِد  مِـفْـتـَاح  

 

 

Now construct the following:  

 

Possessive Compound in Arabic Possessive Compound 

 The tailor’s pen.  1 

 The blacksmith’s house.  2 

 The butcher’s knife.  3 

 Allah’s house.  4 

 Allah’s light.  5 

 Allah’s messenger.  6 

 

 

After the attempting the above examples, you will have realised that although the Harakah of 

the Possessor (owner) is always a Kasra, the Harakah of the Possessed has NOT been given 

in the above examples. 

 

This is because the Harakah of the Possessed is NOT fixed. The next section looks at this.  
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ْـمُـضـا فِ     إِ عـْرَا بُ     ال
The Harakah of the Possessed 

 

 

1. As mentioned, the Possessor will ALWAYS contain a Kasra. 

 

2. The Harakah of the Possessed is NOT fixed. It depends on where it comes in a 

sentence.  

 

3. Look at the following examples and understand the reason of the Possessed’s 

Harakah. 

 

 

 

Example 1a: 

 

2 1 

 كِـتـَابُ   الر َ جُـلِ     جَـدِيـْد   .
The man’s book is new. 

 كِـتـَاب   الر َ جُ ـلِ 
The man’s book.  

 مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
The Subject is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound  

 

 

 

Example 1b: 

 

2 1 

َـدِ     مَـكْـسُـوْر   . ْـوَل  قـَلـَمُ     ال
The boy’s pen is broken.  

َـدِ   ْـوَ ل  قـَلـَم    ال
The boy’s pen.  

 مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
The Subject is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound 
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Example 2a: 

 

2 1 

ْـمُـهـَنـْدِ سِ  .    أَ  كَـلَ     حِـصَـانُ    ال
The engineer’s horse ate.  

ْـمُـهـَنـْدِ سِ     حِـصَـان   ال
The engineer’s horse.   

 فـعـل    و    فـاعـل 
The Doer is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound 

 

 

Example 2b: 

 

2 1 

ْـفَـلّ َ حِ .  ذَ هَـبَ       حِـمَـارُ    ال
The farmer’s donkey went.  

ْـفَـلّ َ  حِ   حِـمَـار    ال
The farmer’s donkey.   

 فـعـل    و    فـاعـل 
The Doer is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound 

 

 

Example 3a: 

 

2 1 

ْـبـَيـْتِ          مَ ـفْـقُـوْ دً ا.  كَـانَ        مِـفْـتـَاحُ   ال
The house’s key was lost. 

ْـبـَيـْتِ   مِـفْـتـَاح   ال
The house’s key.  

  كـان   +    اسـم    +    خـبـر
Possessive Compound 

 

 

Example 3b: 

 

2 1 

ـي ـَارَ   ةِ         مَـفْـتـُوْحًـا  .     كَـانَ         بـَابُ   الس َ
The car’s door was open.  

ـي ـَارَ ةِ    بـَاب  الس َ
The car’s door.  

 كـان   +    اسـم    +    خـبـر
The Noun of Kaana is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound 
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In all of the above examples, the Possessed contains a Dhamma. However, the reasons are 

different in each set of examples. 

 

Let us now look at examples where the Possessed contains a Fatha. Again, look at the 

examples carefully and understand the reason of the respective Harakah.  

 

 

Example 1a: 

 

2 1 

ـالـِبُ     كِـتـَابَ    اللِ   .  قـَرَأَ    الط َ
The student read Allah’s book. 

 كِـتـَاب   اللِ   
Allah’s book.  

 فـعـل    +   فـاعـل  +   مـفـعـول     بـه
The Object is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound 

 

Example 1b: 

 

2 1 

ْـمَـطْـعـَمِ  . ـبـِيـْبُ     طَـعـَامَ   ال ْ كُـلُ الط َ  يـَا
The doctor is eating the restaurant’s food. 

ْـمَـطْـعـَمِ    طَـعـَام   ال
The restaurant’s food. 

 فـعـل    +   فـاعـل  +   مـفـعـول     بـه
The Object is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound  

 
 

Example 2: 

 

2 1 

.  إِ ن َ     بـَيـْتَ   الِل       جَـمِـيـْل 
Indeed Allah’s house is beautiful.  

 بـَيـْت   اللِ 
Allah’s house.  

+    اسـم    +    خـبـرن   إ  
The Noun of Inna is a Possessive Compound. 

 

 
Possessive Compound  
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Conclusions 
 

Conclusion 1: 
 

 كِـتـَاب    الر َ جُـلِ 
 

 

Possessor  Possessed 

Fixed Harakah: 

 

Kasra 

No fixed Harakah. 

 

Harakah depends on where it is 

in a sentence.  

 

 

 

Conclusion 2: 

 كِـتـَاب    الر َ جُـلِ 
 

 

Possessor  Possessed 

Can contain either of them.  Will never contain: 

 

Tanween & Definite Article (ال). 
 

 

 

Terminology: 

 كِـتـَاب    الر َ جُـلِ 
 

 

Possessor  Possessed 

َـيـْهإِ    مُـضَـاف   ل  مُـضَـاف  
= 

Possessive Compound: 
ْ ََ ا ي ُ ضَـاف ِــمُـرَك َـبُ    الْإِ ل  

 

The Possessive Compound is not a complete sentence.  



Syntax No. 9 | Alimiyyah | MFK 

9 | P a g e  

Important! 

 
As much as possible, when completing exercises, change each question (sentence) to 

different formats. This really helps in appreciating and understanding many aspects such as: 

 

1. Different sentence structures.  

 

2. Differences of the Harakaat.  

 

3. Why a particular Harakah has been used.  

 

4. The importance of using the correct Harakah and the impact of using an incorrect 

Harakah.  

 

5. The resulting different meanings.  

 

 

Look at this example: 

 

Actual question:  

ة   .   جَـدِيـْدَ الـر َ جُـلِ   حَـقـِيـْبـَةَ      إنِ َ   
 

After translating this sentence and appreciating the sentence structure and the reason of the 

respective Harakaat, convert this sentence to different formats and analyse / translate each 

sentence:  

 

Convert to and translate:  Type of 

sentence 

 َ .   ةً  جَـدِيـْدَ الـر َ جُـلِ       حَـقـِيـْبـَةُ    ـتْ   كـَان  كـَانَ  
 مـبـتـدأ   و   خـبـر    .   ة   جَـدِيـْدَ    الـر َ جُـلِ      حَـقـِيـْبـَةُ   

 

 

You can extend the above further, and make the possessive compound into an object:  

 

.الـر َ جُـلِ     حَـقـِيـْبـَةَ أَ خَـذْ تُ      
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More examples of the Possessive Compound 
 

Think and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed. Do not forget to translate.  

 

In a sentence ْـمُـرَك َـبُ    الْإِ ا ُ ََل ضَـافـِى   

ة   .  الـر َ جُـلِ   جَـدِيـْدَ    ةن َ   حَـقـِيـْبـَإِ   
 ............................................  

 1 حَـقـِيـْبـَة    الـر َ جُـلِ  

زيَـْدٍ  .     ل بـُرْ تُـقـَا    أكَـَلـْتُ   
 ............................................ 

 2 بُـرْ تُـقـَا ل    زَ يـْدٍ  

ْـمُـهـَنـْدِسِ     شَـرِيـْر   .    ن ن َ      اب ْـإِ  ال  
 ............................................ 

ْـمُـهـَنـْدِسِ   3 ابِـْن     ال

َـتْ  ـارَ     كـَا ن َـظ َ ـالـِبِ        ة ن   مـَكْـسُـوْرَةً.  الط َ
. .............................................  

ـالـِبِ     ـارَ ة   الط َ نـَظ َ  4 

ْـبـَقـَرَةِ       بكـَانَ   حَـلـِيـْ َـذِيـْذًا  .         ال ل  
 ............................................ 

ْـبـَقـَرَةِ     5 حَـلـِيـْب     ال

ت ـَاجِـرِ . ـال    ةمـَا    كـَتـَبـَتْ    خَـادِمـَ  
 ............................... .............  

 6 خَـادِمَـة    الت ـَاجِـرِ 

هَـبِ  .   قلٰى  سُـوْ إِ هَـبـْنَ     ماَ   ذَ  الذ َ  
 ............................................ 

هَـبِ   7 سُـوْ ق   الذ َ

ْـبـَيـْتِ .ةِ   حُـجْـرَ    ـيْ خَـلـُوْا     فِ   دَ  ال  
 ..................................... .......  

ْـبـَيـْتِ   8 حُـجْـرَة   ال
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Extension 
 
Extension 1: 
 

Although we generally translate the possessor first, the possessed can also be translated first.  

 

Note the following examples: 

 

 

Translation Possessive Compound 

The book of Allah.    1 كِـتـَاب  الِل 

The food of the restaurant  ِْـمَـطْـعـَم  2 طَـعـَام   ال

The prophet of Allah.  ِ3 رَ سُـوْ ل   الل 

The Lord of the people  ِ4 رَب    الن ـَاس 

The sword of Khalid  ٍ5 سَـيـْف    خَـالـِد 

The water of the well.   ِْـبـِئـْر  6 مـَا ء      ال

The water of the sea.    ِْـبـَحْـر  7 مـَا ء      ال

The day of Eid.    ِْـعـِيـْد  8 يـَوْ م    ال

The day of reckoning.   ِْـحِـسَـا ب  9 يـَوْ م    ال

The day of Jumu’ah (gathering).     ِْـجُـمُـعـَة  10 يـَوْ م    ال
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Extension 2: 
 

As our sentences become a little more complex and bigger, it is VERY important to analyse 

the sentence BEFORE translating.  

 

Look at this example of a basic analysis of a sentence: 

 

ْـخَـب ـَازِ      مـَطْـبـَخِ      يْ ف ِـ     طَـعـَامـًا     خَـالـِد  وَ         زيَـْد       يـَطْـبـَخُ  .  ال  
 

………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

ْـخَـب ـَازِ  يْ ف ِـ مـَطْـبـَخِ  ال  يـَطْـبـَخُ  زيَـْد   وَ  خَـالـِد   طَـعـَامـًا 
حرف     اسم  اسم 

جر ـال   
فعل    اسم  حرف اسم  اسم 

 مضارع
1 

Basic 

analysis 

 

 

ْـخَـب ـَازِ  يْ ف ِـ مـَطْـبـَخِ  ال  يـَطْـبـَخُ  زيَـْد   وَ  خَـالـِد   طَـعـَامـًا 
ليه إمضاف   حرف     مضاف 

جر ـال   
 2 فعل فـاعل حرف فاعل مفعول  به

Grammatical 

analysis  جـرور  ـم  
 

 

Now ask yourself: 

 

a) Where will you start the translation from and why? 

 

b) What would happen if you translated in word order? 

 

c) Translate the above sentence.  
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Exercise 1 
 

Convert the following into a Possessive Compound:  

 

Translation Possessive Compound 

The boy’s hand.   1 

The teacher’s bag.   2 

The house of Khalid.   3 

The beggar’s bread.   4 

The Seeker of knowledge.   5 

The girl’s fan.   6 

The school’s exam.   7 

Room of sleeping 

(Bedroom)  8 

 

 

Make sentences of the Possessive compounds, be creative: use a variety of difference 

sentence structures.  

 

Do not forget to analyse and place the correct Harakaat.  

 

In a sentence ْـمُـرَك َـبُ    الْإِ ا ي ُ ضَـاف ِـََل  

 The girl’s fan. 1 

 The house of Khalid. 2 

 The teacher’s hat. 

 

3 

 The school’s exam. 4 

 Room of sleeping 

 

5 
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Exercise 2  
 

The Possessive Compound in a sentence 
 

 

1. Analyse each sentence.  

2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed.  

3. Do not forget to translate.  

 

 

ـي ـَارَةِ      مـَفْـقُـوْد    .   مِـفْـتـَاح      الس َ
 ........................................................................................... 

1 

ـاةِ     رَخِـيـْص     .إِ  ن َ   حَـلـِيـْب    الش َ  
 ........................................................................................... 

2 

ـدٍ   كـَبـِيـْرًا  .  كـَانَ    بـُسْـتـَان   مُـحَـم َ
 ........................................................................................... 

3 

ْـمَـلـِكُ     فِ  ـدٍ   .    ـيْ جَـلـَسَ    ال بـُسْـتـَان   مُـحَـم َ  
 ........................................................................................... 

4 

ْـخَـادِمـَةُ    صُـنـْدُوْق   ال    ـتِ فـَتـَحَ  ت ـَاجِـرِ   . ـال  
 ........................................................................................... 

5 

ـعـَامَ      ْـمَـلـِكِ    . إِ حَـمَـلـُوْا    الط َ لٰى   قـَصْـر   ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

6 

ْـمُـدِيـْرِ   .     ـيْ سَـوْفَ    أحَْـفـَظُ    كِـتـَاب    الِل     فِ  مـَدْرَسَـة   ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

7 

ْـعـَصِـيـْرَ      فِ  َـشْـرَ بُ      ال .    الـت ـَا جِـرِ مَـطْـعـَم       ـيْ ن  
 ........................................................................................... 

8 

ْـبـَا بَ    .    زَ يـْدٍ أُ خْـت        تـَفْـتـَحُ  ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

9 
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Exercise 3 

 

The Possessive Compound in a sentence 

 
1. Construct the following sentences by filling in the blanks with a suitable missing word. 

2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah . 

3. Do not forget to translate.  
 

 

 

َـذِيـْذ   .    ن َ   طَـعـَامَ إِ  ............  ل  
 ........................................................................................... 

1 

. ذَ كِـي ـًا    ـر َ جُـلِ ..........  ال     كـَانَ   
 ........................................................................................... 

2 

....  خَـالـِدٍ   . ...لٰى   ..إِ ذهََـبَ    الت ـَاجِـرُ      
 ........................................................................................... 

3 

َـرْجِـعُ      مِنْ   ..... ....الِل   . ..ن  
 ........................................................................................... 

4 

ْـبـِنـْتُ    ....  ْـمَطْـ.. لََ    تـَأكُْـلُ     ال عـَمِ  . ......  ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

5 

ْـعـِرَاقِ    مِنْ    غُـرْفـَةِ    .......... ... .......    وَزِيـْرُ   ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

6 

.    ـة  ن َ     سَـاعـَةَ    ........   رَخِـيـْصَ إِ   
 ........................................................................................... 

7 

جَـمِـيـْلـَة   . ..    ... ......      هَـدِ ي ـَةَ  ن َ    إِ   
 ........................................................................................... 

8 

َ  ......    .....     بـَقـَرَ ةَ  ن َ   إِ  .   ـة  سَـمِـيـْن  
 ........................................................................................... 

9 
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From the Qur’an  
 

 

 

1. Analyse each sentence.  

2. Think / analyse and place the correct Harakah on the Possessed.  

3. Do not forget to translate.  

 

 

ْـفِـيـْلِ  .بـِأصَْـحَـابِ   ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

1 

قُـرَيـْشٍ.      يـْلَّفِ  لِإِ   
 ........................................................................................... 

2 

ى  ْـمِـسْـكِـيـْنِ.عـَل ـى   طَـعـَامِ   ال  
 ........................................................................................... 

3 

َـصْـرُ   اللِ  .جَـاءَ   ن  
 ........................................................................................... 

4 

.   دِيـْنِ   اللِ    فـِيْ    يـَدْخُـلـُوْنَ     
 ........................................................................................... 

5 

بـِرَب ِ   الـن ـَاسِ.    أعَُـوْذُ     
 ........................................................................................... 

6 

ْـوَسْـوَاسِ  ِ   ال . مِـنْ   شَـر   
 ........................................................................................... 

7 

 فـِيْ   صُـدُوْرِ   الـن ـَاسِ.
 ........................................................................................... 

8 

 فـِيْ   أحَْـسَـنِ   تـَقـْوِيـْمٍ.
 ........................................................................................... 

9 
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Vocabulary Bank 
 

 Garden بُـسْـتـَا ن  1

 Milk حَـلـِيـْب  2

 Maid / Servant خَـا دِ مَـة 3

 Insulting سِـبـَا ب 4

 Action / Deed عَـمَـل     )أَ عْـمَـا ل(  5

 Accountant مُـحَـا سِـب 6

 Student تِـلـْمِـيـْذ 7

 Ending / End خَـا تِـمَـة     )خَـواَ تِـيـْم(  8

 Believer مُـؤْ مِـن 9

 Teacher أُ سْـتـَا د 10

 Ambassador سَـفِـيـْر  11

 Policeman شُـرْ طِـي   12

 Graveyard مَـقْـبـَرَ ة 13

 City مَـدِ يـْنـَة 14

 Prize جَـا ئِـزَ ة  15

 Weapon سِـلَّح 16

ـة 17  Story قـِص َ

 Hall قـَا عَـة 18

 Supplication / Dua دُ عَـا ء  19

ى  20 ة   مِـرْ ا  Mirror 

 Obligation / Obligatory فـَرِ يـْضَـة 21

act 

 Holiday عُـطْـلـَة 22

 Box صُـنـْدُ وْ ق  23

 Jail / Prison سِـجْـن  24
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Numbers 
 

ى  ـى   الـت ـِسْـعـَةِ      مـَعَ   عِـشْـرِيـْنَ     وَ   أخََـوَاتـِه  الَـث ـَلَّثـَةُ   إلِ  
Numbers 3 to 10 with 10’s 

 

 

Memorise the following:  

 

 

Feminine  Masculine 

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     ـة  ثـَلَّثَ  و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     ثـَلَّث   23   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    أرَْبـَعـَة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     أرَْبـَع   24   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    خَـمْـسَـة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     خَـمْـس   25   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    سِـت ـَة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     سِـت    26   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    سَـبـْعـَة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     سَـبـْع   27   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    ثـَمَـانـِيـَة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     ثـَمَـانٍ  28   

و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ    تِـسْـعـَة   و    عِـشْـرُ وْ نَ     تِـسْـع   29   
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