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ـا ا َ ْـج  ْـحُـرُوْفُ   ال ةُ َ  ر َ  ل  
Prepositions 

 

Particles 

 

1. Other than nouns and verbs, there are other words which are known as Particles. 
 

2. Particles are not always the main component in a sentence; rather they link parts of the 

sentence together, so that (for example) the meaning is clearer.  

 

3. There are many different types of particles.  

 

4. Prepositions are not verbs or nouns, but particles.  

 

 

What is a preposition? 

 

1. Prepositions can be described as: 
 

• A preposition is a word used to link nouns, pronouns, or phrases to other words 

within a sentence.  

 

• They act to connect (for example) verbs to their respective nouns (object etc). 

 

• Prepositions are usually “short” words, and they are normally placed directly in 

front of nouns. 
 

 

2. Examples of prepositions in Arabic are words like: 

 

1 2 3 

يَْفَِـ ٰـىَإِ  مِـنَْ  ل  
 

In 

 

From 

 

To / Towards 
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3. Note the following: 

 

 
 

ـسْـجِـدَِ ْـم   فـِيَْ  ال
 

 

 

 

جْـرُوْر َِ م ـ ـر  ْـج  ـرْفُ     ال  ح 
)َ ـار   )ج 

Word with a Kasra Preposition 

 

 

 

4. The most important point to note is the Harakah: The Majroor will contain a Kasra.   

 

5. A preposition will ONLY come before a noun. A verb will NEVER have a preposition 

before it.  

 

Important:  

 

6. Hence a preposition before a word is a sign that the word is a noun.  

 

ـا ر    و    مـجـرور َ    .7 ج  by itself is never a complete sentence. Rather they form a part of a sentence.  

 

Ponder carefully over the following examples, where the   َ مـجـرور   و     ر     ـا  ج  have been used in 

sentences. Note carefully what part of the sentence they form. 
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Example 1a: 

ـا ر    و    مـجـرور َ   .خـبـر in a “simple” sentence and forming the  ج 

 

َْـتَِ  َ. ي  ـ ْـب ْـو  ل ـدُ    َ فَِـيَْ   ال  ا  ل
 

The boy is in the house.  

جْـرُوْرَ( ـار   و  م ـ  مـبـتـدأ     و   خـبـر              )خـبـر   =  ج 
 

 

Example 1b: 

ـقـْفِ َ. َ     الس   ل  ْـك ـلـْبُ     ع ـ  ا ل
 

The dog is on the roof.  

جْـرُوْرَ( ـار   و  م ـ  مـبـتـدأ     و   خـبـر                     )خـبـر   =  ج 
 
 

 

Example 2a: 

ـا ر    و    مـجـرور َ   .خـبـر in a “simple” sentence and being part of the  ج 

 

2 1 

يَْـتِ  .  ـ ْـب ـالـِسٌ َ فَِـيَْ   ال نـْدِ سُ     ج  ْـمُـه ـ  ا  ل
 

The engineer is sitting in the 
house.  

نـْدِ سَُ ْـمُـه ـ ـالـِسٌ  َ.    ا  ل ج   
 

The engineer is sitting.  

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر +  ج 
 

 

Example 2b: 

 

2 1 

ْـغـُرْف َـةِ  .  ـائِـمٌَ  فَِـيَْ   ال جُـلُ      ن  ا َ لر  
 

The man is sleeping in the room. 
 ـائِـمٌ  ا َ جُـلُ      ن .لر    

 
The man is sleeping. 

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر +  ج 
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Example 3a: 

ـا ر    و    مـجـرور َ    .in a verbal sentence  ج 

 

2 1 

ـالـِبُ   ب     الط    ـ َ   ك ـت ل  ـب ـُوْرَ    ع ـ .ةِ  الس    
 

The student wrote on the blackboard. 
ـالـِبُ  . ب     الط    ـ  ك ـت

 
The student wrote.   

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  فـعـل    و    فـاعـلَ فـعـل    و    فـاعـل     و    ج 
 

 

Example 3b: 

 

2 1 

جُـلَُ ـطْـع َـ   يَْفَِـ     أ  ك ـل    الر   ْـم  . مِ ال  
 

The man ate in the restaurant. 
جُـلُ  .  أ  ك ـل    الر  

 
The man ate.  

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  فـعـل    و    فـاعـلَ فـعـل    و    فـاعـل     و   ج 
 

 

Example 4a: 

ـا ر    و    مـجـرور َ    .in a verbal sentence  ج 

 

2 1 

ْـو ل ـدَُ بُ   ال شْـر   ـ .رٍ  ـئَْـبَِ   مِـنَْ َ   ي  
 

The boy is drinking from a well.   
ْـو ل ـدُ  َ. بُ   ال شْـر   ـ  ي

 
The boy is drinking / will drink.   

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  فـعـل    و    فـاعـلَ فـعـل    و    فـاعـل     و    ج 
 

Example 4b: 

 

2 1 

ـبُ     ـذْه  ـوَْ   ـىَإِ ل َن ُ َ.قِ  الس   
 

We are going to the market. 
ـبُ  َ.  ـذْه   ن

 
We are going / will go. 

ـار   و  م ـجْـرُوْر  فـعـل    و    فـاعـل       )ن ـحْـنَُ( فـعـل    و    فـاعـل     و   ج 
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How many prepositions are there? 
 

There are a total of 17 prepositions in Arabic. 

 

Learn the 17 prepositions in the following order (as a rhyme).  

 

 

 

5 4 3 2 1 

اوَوَ  افك َ لام   باء تاء 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12 11 10 9 

ادَ ع َ ـنَْمَِ  ااشَ حَ   َ رَُ  ب    
 

17 16 15 14 13 

ـتَّٰحَ  إِ  لَٰ لََٰـع َ  ـنَْع َ  ـيَْفَِ   
 
 

 

What are the most commonly used prepositions for beginners?  

 

We will be using the following prepositions in our exercises and daily work: 

 
7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

ـتـٰىَ إِ  لَٰ لََٰـع َ ح  يفَِـ   ك ـافَ لام مِنَْ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8 7 6 

لَخَ  ـذَْمَُ  ـنـْذَُمَُ   
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Terminology:  
 

ةُ   ـار   ْـج  ْـحُـرُوْفُ   ال  ا ل
 

Prepositions 
 

َ ـر  ْـج  ـرْفُ     ال ْـح   ا ل
 

Preposition 
Plural Singular 

 

 

 

 

3 2 1 

ـرْف  اسِْـم فـِعـْل ح 
Particle Verb Noun 

 

 

 

 

 م ـجْـرُ وْ ر
The noun after a preposition  
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Extension: 
 

Prepositions are used for specific things / meanings. Some examples of prepositions we will 

be using are: 

 

 

Example Used for Preposition 

 

ـ الْا  س  . دَِ ز يـْدٌ     ك ـ  
Zaid is like the lion.  

Resemblance. 

To compare.  َشْـبـِيـْه اف ت ـ  1 ك ـ

يـْ مُ    لـِز   ـ ل ْـق ـ َ.  دٍَا  ل  
The pen belongs to Zaid. 

Ownership.  َمْـلـِيـْك  2 لام ت ـ

ـيـْتُ  ش  َ    م ـ ـوَْ  مِـن  ُ َ.  قَِالس   
I walked from the market. 

Beginning of 

an objective. 
َْـتَِـابَِْ ةَِـاي َـغ َـد اءُ   ال نَْمَِ   

3 

مُ    فَِـ  ـ ل ْـق ـ  ـ   يَْا  ل ـقـِيـْب ْـح  َ.ةِ   ال  
The pen is in the bag. 

Adverbial.  َة ـرْفـِي  ـ يََْـفَِ ظ   
4 

َـ ـقْ ى    الس    ـ ل َ.  فَِز يـْدٌ    ع ـ  
Zaid is on top of the roof.  

Elevation.  ء لََٰـع َ اِ سْـتـِعـْل   
5 

أتَُْ ر  ا      ق ـ  ـ ـب ـا     حَِ مِـن    الص   ـس  ْـم  ى   ال ـت  ـ َ.ءِ ح   
I read from the morning till the evening. 

Ending of an 

objective.  
اءُ   َْ  اِ  نـْتـِه ـ ةَِـاي َـغ َـال ـتـٰىَ   ح 

6 

ـيـْتُ  ش  يـْ    َ م ـ  ـ ْـب ـوَْإَِ    َ تَِمِـن     ال ُ . قَِل ـى  الس   
I walked from the house to the market. 

Ending of an 

objective. 
اءُ   َْ  اِ  نـْتـِه ـ ةَِـاي َـغ َـال  7 إِ  لَٰ 

 

 

Notes:  

 

• These prepositions many other uses as well – the above are the most common usages 

which is sufficient at this stage for beginners.  

 

• Whenever you come across a preposition, always think of its usage – this makes 

translating easier. 
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Exercise 1 
 

• Translate the following. 

• Ensure the correct Harakah is on the noun after the preposition.  

 

 

 

English Arabic 

ا ب.   ـ ْـكِـت ل    ال  1 ع ـ

ل      َ.ع ـ الكُْرسِي   2 

َْـلَ     البْ َ إَِ  تَ.ـي  3 

َْ إَِ  سْجَِـلَ   ال دَ.ـم   4 

ََْـمَِ  طَْـن    ال مَ.ـع َـم   5 

ََْـمَِ  اق.َـعََِـن   ال ر   6 

ي  ََِـفَ  ار  ة.ـي  الس    7 

ََْـفَِ  ة  َ.ي  ال ـحـدِ يـْق ـ  8 

 َْ سَ. مُدر َِـك ال  9 

دَ.    ك ا لأ س   10 

ا ح .   ـ ـب ـتّ      الـص    11 ح 

ـا ء َ.  ـس  ْـم  ـتّ      ال  12 ح 

ر   جُـل    َ.َـللَِ   13 

ـبـِيـْب    .ـللَِ  ط    14 
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Exercise 2 
 

• Translate the following sentences.  

• Ensure the correct Harakah is on the noun after the preposition. 

• Identify the Harakah of each noun.  

 

 

English Arabic 

مُ       ـ ل ْـق ـ ا بَ.ا  ل  ـ ْـكِـت ل    ال ع ـ  1 

ةُ      ْـكُـر  ل    ا ل .َـالكُْرسَِع ـ ي   2 

ـبـُوْا    إَِ  لَ     البْ يتْ. ذ ه   3 

ا    إَِ   ـ ـبـْن َْ ذ ه  سْجِدَ.ـلَ   ال م   4 

 َْ جُـوْا    مِن    ال ـر  طْع م.ـخ  م   5 

 َْ جُـلُ     مِن   ال اق.َِـعََـالـر   ر   6 

جُـلُ      د َ  ـل    الـر   ةِ  َ.َـفَِخ  ْـحـدِ يـْق ـ ي  ال  7 

تِ   الْأخْـتُ        ـ ةِ  َ.َِـفَد خـل ْـحـدِ يـْق ـ ي  ال  8 

س     ز يـْدٌ    وَ    ـ ـل ـارَِ.   ج  ْـحِـم  ى    ال  ـ ل ـالـِدٌ    ع ـ خ   9 

ـدَِ. ز يـْدٌ     ك ا  لْأ س   10 

ْـمُـد  ر ِ  سِ َ.  ا ل ـا  لـِبُ    ك ـ  11 ا  لط  

ـا  نُ        فَِـ  ْـحِـص  ةِ   َ.     يَا  ل ـدِ  يـْق ـ ْـح  ال  12 

ـا  نُ     للِـْو  ل ـدِ   َ.  ْـحِـص   13 ا  ل

ْـكُـر  ةُ      لـِلـْبـِنـْتِ    َ.   14 ا  ل
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Exercise 3 
 

• Translate the following sentences.  

• Ensure the correct Harakah is on the noun after the preposition. 

• Identify the Harakah of each noun.  

 

 

English Arabic 

 َِ مُ    ل  ـ ل ْـق ـ ـا لـِبِ َ.ا  ل ـلط    1 

ا بِ.   ـ ْـكِـت ل    ال احُ    ع ـ  ـ ْـمِـفْـت  2 ا  ل

ـةُ     فَِـ  ْـمُـد  ر ِ   س  ْـ     يَا  ل ـةَِال ـدْ ر  س  َ.   م   3 

ْـهِـنـْدِ   َ.  ـبـِيـْبُ      مِـن     ال  4 ا   لط  

ْـهِـنـْدِ   َ.  ةُ      مِـن     ال  ـ ـبـِيـْب  5 ا   لط  

ْـهِـنـْدِ   .  ـبـِيـْب       مِـن     ال  6 إِ ن      الط  

ْـهِـنـْدِ   َ.  ـبـِيـْبُ      مِـن     ال ان     الط    7 ك ـ

ـةُ       ْـمِـرْ و  ح  ل    الا  ل ـةِ    َ.ع ـ ل    ج  ث  ـ  8 

ـةُ       ْـمِـرْ و  ح  ا  ن ـتِ   ال ل    الك ـ ـةِ    .ع ـ ل    ج  ث  ـ  9 

ـة        ْـمِـرْ و  ح  ل    الإِ ن       ال ـةِ    َ.ع ـ ل    ج  ث  ـ  10 

ْـهِـنـْدَِ.  ـبـِيـْبُ    إلِ ـى    ال  11 ذ ه ـب    الـط  

اقِ.  ْـعـِر  ةُ   إل ـى    ال  ـ ـبـِيـْب تِ     الـط    ـ ـب  12 ذ ه 

ْـهِـنـْدِ .  اقِ   إلِ ـى    ال ْـعـِر   13 ذ ه ـب      ز يـْدٌ    مِـن     ال

ـالـِدٌ.   14 ذ ه ـب      ز يـْدٌ    و     خ 

ْـبـِنـْتُ    و     الْأخُْـتُ.  ـتِ    ال س   ـ ـل  15 ج 
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Exercise 4 
 

• Translate the following sentences. 

• Carefully analyse each part of the sentence.  

• These are all verbal sentences.  

• Ensure you identify each verb and practice the paradigm of each verb. 

• Use the previous vocabulary banks to help you.  

 
 

English Arabic 

ـر  ج    امُ    الَْ   خ  ـسْـجَِ  م ـ ْـم  دَِ.ـمِـن    ال  1 

ـر  جَ   ْـو  ل ـدُ          خ  ـوْ قِ. إَِو      ذ   ه ـب      ال ُ ل ـى   الس   2 

ْـجِـد  ارِ  َ.  ل    ال ةُ    ع ـ  ـ ـا لـِب ر  تِ    الط   ـط   3 س 

ـتِ   الْأُ  خْـتُ   فـِى   ال  خ  ا رِ .َـن ـف ـ ن  ـ    4 

ـدُ وْ ا    فـِى     ـج  ـسْـجِدَِ.  س  ْـم  ال  5 

ا    فَ أ َ   ـ لـْن ََِْـك ـ مِ َ.ـي   ال ـطْـع ـ م   6 

س      فَِـ   ـ ـل ا ر  ةَِ   يَج  ـي  ـ َ. الـس    7 

ـبـْتُ   َ     ذ  ه  ْـمُـدِ يـْرِ َ.    إِ ل  ال  8 

ا      ـب َم ـ َ     ـتَْذ  ه  هـْرِ  َ.َـالَ    إِ ل  ن  ـ  9 

نـْفُـخُ    فَِـ   ـ ـوْ رِ   .     يَي ُ الص   10 

نَْ  ا رِ    .َِــفُـخُ    فَت ـ ي   الـن  ـ  11 

سْـجُـدُ    فَ   ـ يـْتِ    َ.َِـي  ـ ْـب ي   ال  12 

سْـجُـدُ    فَِ  ـةِ   َ.َـت ـ ـدْ ر  س  ْـم  ي   ال  13 

َْـ   يَأ   سْـجُـدُ    فَِـ  ةِ   َ.ال غـُرْ ف ـ  14 

 

ا   مِـن     الس َُ   ـ ـر  جْـن ـارَِخ  ـط  ْـم  ا    إلِ     ال  ـ ـبـْن َ.  ـوْ قِ    و  ذ  ه   51  
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Numbers 
 

Memorise the following:  

 

 

َ  حـالـة   الـنـصـب   والـجر 
 

 حـالـة   الـرفـع

 20 عِـشْـرُوْنَ  عِـشْـرِيـْن َ

ثَِ ل  ـيـْن َث ـ ثَُ    ل  ـوْنَ ث ـ    30 

عَِ  ـ ـيـْن َأ رْب عَُ      ـ ـوْنَ أ رْب     40 

ـمْـسَِ ـيـْن َخ  ـمْـسَُ     ـوْنَ خ      50 

ـيـْن َسِـت َِ     َُ ـوْنَ سِـت      60 

ـبـْعَِ ـيـْن َس  ـبـْعَُ     ـوْنَ س      70 

ـانَِ م  ـيـْن َث ـ     َُ ـان م  ـوْنَ ث ـ     80 

ـيـْن َتـِسْـعَِ ـوْنَ تـِسْـعَُ   90 

 
Tens are used as a Sound Masculine Plural. 
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Vocabulary Bank 1 
 

بَ 1  ـ  Grape عِـن

 Fig تـِيـْنَ 2

ق  ـا لَ 3  Grocer ب ـ

 Bread خُـبـْز 4

ةَ 5 ـل  ـ ج   Magazine م ـ

6 َ  Tooth سِـن 

و    7  ـ نمُـل  Coloured 

ـا  ر   ةَ 8  Spectacles ن ـظ  

ـر   سَ 9  Bell ج 

10 َْ أ رَ    ف ـ  Mouse 

ا  بَـر َغَُ 11  Crow 

ةَ 12 ـي  ـ  Snake / Serpent ح 

ـرَ 13 ـج   Stone ح 

 Shop دُ  ك ـا   نَ 14

 Tea ش ـا ي 15

هـْو   ةَ 16  Coffee ق ـ

ـةَ 17 س   ـ  Broom مِـكْـن

ـا بـُوْ    نَ 18  Soap ص 

ةَ 19  ـ ـا   فـِل  Bus ح 

صْـلَ 20  Classroom ف ـ

ا  ءَ 21   Medicine د    و 

 Beneficial مُـفِـيـْدَ 22
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Vocabulary Bank 2 
 

 Dog ك ـلـْب 1

 Cat قـِط    /        هِـر   ة 2

ـل 3 ـم   Camel ج 

ق ـر  ة 4  Cow ب ـ

ـك 5 ـم   Fish س 

ـد   ا د 6  Blacksmith ح 

ا ط 7 ـي  ـ  Tailor خ 

ـز   ارَ 8  Butcher ج 

 Knowledge عِـلـْم 9

 Water م ـا ء 10

ة 11 ـدِ ي  ـ  Present ه 

 Light نـُوْ ر 12

 Table م ـا ئِـد  ة 13

ـيـْنَ 14  Knife سِـك ِ

ـدَ 15  Lion أ   س 

 Night ل ـيـْل 16

ا رَ 17  ـه ـ  Day ن

ا نَ 18  ـ ا  كِـسْـت  Pakistan ب ـ

ا   19  ـ ـا نـْي  Britain بِـرِ يـْط 

 America أ  مْـرِ يـْك ـا 20

 Absent غ ـا ئِـبَ 21

 Full م ـمْـلـُوْ  ء 22

مِـيـْنَ 22  Expensive ث ـ

ـمِـيـْنَ 23  Fat س 
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