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Extension

Root Letters + The Active & Passive Participle

Root Letters

1. Arabic is a fairly straightforward language when it comes to constructing words /
nouns from root letters.

2. All nouns and verbs in Arabic have specific root letters.

3. Root letters are the foundation, they provide the ‘“base” (overall) meaning. The
specific scale (¢;») of a word then provides a more individual/specific meaning.

4. Look at these examples of root letters:

4 3 2 1
e Cuvf v OPU sJ¢
To recognise To drink To help To create

5. If root letters are (for example) put on the scale (o) of 'Jx5, we get a meaning where

the action was carried out in the past (past tense verb). Thus, J.3 is the scale (pattern)
for a “simple” past tense verb.

4 3 2 1
Gk =g =y A=y Py Ge=gJ¢
He recognised. He drank. He helped. He created.

! The Harakah of the middle radical will depend on how the Arabs use it.
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Js (&) 23]
The Active Participle

29

1. Ifroot letters are placed on the scale (.;s) of Js G, we get the “active participle”.

2. Example:

G J ¢

Third root letter Second root letter First root letter

3. The J¢ = are where the root letters will be placed (with the same Harakaat).

4. All other letters are regarded as “non-root letters”. They will remain the same. Thus, in
the scale (.35) of J< G, the Alif will remain the same, without any changes.

5. Definition: The active participle is a noun which indicates the one doing or
undertaking an action described by the root letters.

6. For example, the root letters » 2 have the base meaning of “helping” (to help). When

these root letters are placed upon the scale of of Js G, it refers to the one doing the

action denoted by the root letters , o , thus the word ~2Grefers to a “helper”.
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. Note these examples and pay particular attention to the meaning:

2 1
Js Gl 52 aglz 9 3281
The Active Participle. § Root Letters.
Gl ] 3J¢
Creator (Allah) & To create
0Q
(¢
e = v PU
Helper / Someone helping % To help
4 S .
Drinker / Someone drinking % To drink.
V-QL? fz oW &
Writer S To write.
S
o
S5l =4 J s
o
Questioner / Beggar e=3 To ask / question
>
kils g bor
Memoriser / Protector ps To memorize / protect
=
. )
S G ;i,_ R
Grateful person e To be grateful / thankful.
:
(e <
= L{ < v L‘?‘J
o
One who denies / Disbeliever. é_ To deny / disbelieve.
@ S
& 3 Lo
One who listens / Listener. § To listen.
&
S 3 L
One who worships / worshipper. To worship.
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J3aiall )

The Passive Participle

. If root letters are placed on the scale (;5) of J3%és, we get the “passive participle”. The

root letters will be position on the J ¢ « letters, the remaining two letters (» ) remain

the same.

. Definition: The passive participle is a noun which indicates the one upon whom an

action described by the root letters is carried out.

. Note these examples and pay particular attention to the meaning:

3 2 1
Jrikall 32 Je G 5z aglx9) &35l
The Passive Participle The Active Participle. Root Letters.
Created (i.e. creation) Creator (Allah) To create
s 237~ i
v IR )-*P[-’ v OPY
Helped / Someone helped Helper / Someone To help
helping
Sy eyls v
Drunk / Something drunk Drinker / Someone To drink.
(i.e. a drink) drinking
e Sty cwd
Written (i.e. a letter) Writer To write.
J3kis sl Jsor
Questioned / Asked Questioner / Beggar To ask / question
b3h3 kils bor
Memorised / Protected Memoriser / Protector | To memorize / protect
S zle Lowe
Something that is made. Maker. To make

Syntax No. 5 | Alimiyyah | MFK
4|Page



Note

Changing the active and passive participles from masculine to feminine is simply done by

adding a 5.
Examples:
Jrxial) 5z JeG 2z
The Passive Participle The Active Participle.
Feminine Masculine Feminine Masculine
AR 9{/ ] 9{/ ” “ % 1
87 v SRR 5)-9(-4 )APLJ
“ Z5 9 f" A 29 ,', - - o ~ - 2
3 s e pe e
P Y v _ o & z 3
3285 3t acsls x
- g s - g: P wls s 4
A Jrkic Il sl
w“ V7 2 A ’g A A 1 | ~ I 5
aba b3 abkils bils
- £ 2 - g 5 - w1l s 6
UGS J3kis 5L Ll
2 2 7
CORED PREr aj ~SE
LAV 3 P 2 2 Pl - - 4 4 8
FESAT A T Ak asgl =G
. 2 - 2 - I P2 P2 9
B3 s Py soolk wolE
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Exercise 1

Using the root letters, construct the active and passive participles. Work out and write their
respective meanings as well.

Jsskall gz Al 5z agl ) 3320
The Passive Participle The Active Participle. Root Letters.
1
Lo~
To prevent.
. 2
Jatg
To understand / comprehend.
<Jb 3
To seek.
2L 4
To worship.
5
>E WV
To prostrate.
v e f' 6
To forgive / pardon.
. 7
Lv P
To hit.
8
>~ T
To praise.
9
~Jt
To know.
10
Jsz
To be ignorant.
To eat.
12
Lo
To listen / hear.
13
Jo o
To kill.
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