
Syntax No. 4 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2025 | MFK 

1 | P a g e  

 
 

 

ـلَ ـاعَ ـف َل َا َ  
The Doer   

 

Introduction and important points: 

 

1. We have so far looked at nominal sentences with the exception of sentences beginning 

with the past tense verb  َان  .ك ـ

2. A nominal sentence will always begin with a noun1.  

3. We have looked at past tense verbs and imperfect tense verbs. To understand this new 

grammar rule, you must be able to recognise and recall various past tense and 

imperfect tense verbs.  

4. We will now look at sentences made up of a “verb and doer”.  

5. Look at this example and understand what the “doer” is: 

 

Zaid sat.  

The man ran.  

The boy listened.  

The children played.  

She prostrated.  

 

6. The underlined word is the “doer”. The “doer” is the person, animal etc that does the 

action.  

7. In the example “The man ran”, the “man” is the doer, as he is doing the work of 

running.  

8. In English, the doer is placed before the verb.  

9. In Arabic, the verb comes first. Then the doer.  

10. Despite the verb coming first in Arabic, we will translate the doer first, as the language 

we are translating into is English, and in English the Doer comes first.  

11. The Arabic word for Doer is ـل ا  ع   .ف ـ
 

Now look at the following examples and note the Harakah of the ـل ا  ع   .ف ـ
 

 

 
 

1 In sentences such as َ إن, the first significant component of the sentence will determine whether it is nominal or verbal.  
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Example 1: 

 
2 1 

س     الـر   جُـلُ   .  ـ ـل  ج 
The man sat.  

سٌ  .    ا  لـر   جُـلُ   ـ ـال ج   
The man is sitting.  

فـاعـلفـعـل    و   َ   مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
 

Example 2: 

 
2 1 

جُـلُ  . ب     الر    ه ـر 
The man ran.  

بٌ  َ. جُـلُ    ه ـار   ا لر  
The man is running.  

فـاعـل َ فـعـل    و    مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
 

Example 3: 

 
2 1 

ـع     ال ـو ل َـدََُ. ـم   س 
The boy listened / heard.   ـام ـعٌ  َ.ا َ ل ـو ل ـدُ    س   

The boy is listening. 

فـاعـلفـعـل    و   َ   مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
 

Example 4: 

 
2 1 

بََُ.  ـ ي ـب ـ ـك    الط   ـح   ض 
The doctor laughed.   

ـكٌ  . ـاح  بُ    ض   ـ ي ـب ـ  ا لط  
The doctor is laughing. 

فـاعـلفـعـل    و   َ   مـبـتـدأ     و     خـبـر 
 

Grammar: 

 

The most important point to note is the Harakah: the doer will contain a Dhamma.  

 

Carefully analyse the above examples.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Syntax No. 4 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2025 | MFK 

3 | P a g e  

Note the Doer with imperfect tense verbs:  

 
2 1 

 ـ ن صُـرُ  ال ـب ـ  ـ ن .   تَُت ـ  
The girl is helping / will help.   

صُـرُ    ال ـو   ل ـ  ـ ن  ـ َ.  دَُ ي  
The boy is helping / will help.  

الفـا عـلَ+     الفعل    الـمـضـارع      الفـا عـلَ+          الـمـضـارعالفعل       
 

 

 
In the following sentences notice the difference in translation when the definite article is 

removed:  
 

Without the definite article 

 
With the definite article  

 

 و   ل ـدٌَ
A boy 

و  ل ـدَُل َـ  ا َ  
The boy 

1 

تٌَ  ـ ي  ب ـ
A house 

تَُا  ل ـ  ـ ي  ـ ب  
The house.  

2 

ا ر  ةٌَ ـي  ـ  س 
A car 

ا ر  ةُ ا  لَ ـي  ـ س    
The car 

3 

د  سٌَ ن ـ  مُـه ـ
An engineer 

د  سَُا   ل ـ ن ـ مُـه ـ  
The engineer 

4 

 

 

 

Notice the difference when in a sentence:  

 

 
2 1 

بٌ    َ.  ـ ي ـب ـ ـل     ط   د   خ 
A doctor entered. 

ـل      بُ  .الد   خ   ـ ي ـب ـ ط    
The doctor entered. 

 

 
2 1 

صُـرُ    و  ل ـدٌَ.  ـ ن  ـ  ي
A boy is helping / will help. 

صُـرُ      ـ ن  ـ و   ل ـدُ   َ.ال َـي  
The boy is helping / will 

help.  
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Terminology 
 

 

َ.  َ سَُال ـمُـد  ر         ب     َ    ـ  ك ـت
ـلـا عَ ف َ  

Doer 
ـلَـع َف َ  

Verb. 
 

 

 

2  1 

ـام ـدٌ َ َ.  أ ك ـل     ح 
Hamid ate. 

ضٌ  َ.     ـ ي ـام ـدٌ   م ـر  ح   
Hamid is ill. 

 

Verbal Sentence. 

Begins with a verb.  
 

ةُ      ـ ـل ةَُا ل ـجُـم  ي  ـ ل ـ ال ـف ـع ـ  

 

Nominal Sentence.  

Begins with a noun.   
 

ةُ      ـ ـل ةُ َ ا ل ـجُـم  ـي  ـ ـم  الْ  س   
 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

 

As a conclusion, note that all of the following five will contain a Dhamma.  

 

Type of sentence Example 

ةَ  ـ ا  ئ ـمٌ     َ.      لَُ ا  لـر   جُـ جـمـلـة     ا سـمـي ق ـ  1 مـبـتـدأَ 

ةَ  ـ ا  ئ ـا  لـر   جُـلُ        جـمـلـة     ا سـمـي َ.     مٌَق ـ  2 خـبـرَ 

ةَ  ـ ا  ئ ـا لـر   جُـل           إ  ن    َ  جـمـلـة     ا سـمـي .   مٌ  ق ـ ن  َإ َخـبـر  /      َ    3 

ا نَ  جـمـلـة     فـعـلـيـةَ ا  ئ ـمًـا   .      لَُ ا لـر   جُـ   َ ك ـ ق ـ انَ    4 اسـم       /     ك ـ

ـر        جـمـلـة     فـعـلـيـةَ  ـن ـص  ي ـب ـ َ.  َ بَُالط    5 فـاعـلَ 
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The Doer: Gender Coordination  
 

Note the gender coordination in the following examples. Write down the translation of each 

sentence.  

 
B A 

 فـاعـلَ:
 ـث    مـؤن  

 فـاعـل:  َ 
 مـذك ـرَ

َ ت  ـع ـ ـم  تُ  َ.    س  ن ـ ال ـب ـ ـع    ال ـو ل ـدُ  َ.  ـم   س 
 

1 

َ ت   ـ ب ـتَُا    ش ـر  َ.َ لأُ خ  جُـلُ َ.  ب     الر    ش ـر 
 

2 

َ ت  ـر   ـص  ةُ  َ.   ن  ـ ب  ـ ي ـب ـ الط   بُ  َ.   ـ ي ـب ـ ـر    الط    ـص   ن
 

3 

َ ـل ت  ـةُ  َ.    د خ  س  ال ـمُـد ر   سُ َ.  ـل    ال ـمُـد ر    د خ 
 

4 

ب َ  ـ ـا  ل ب ت        الط    ـ ت ا    ك ـ َ. ـةَُم ـ  
 

بَُ  ـ ـا  ل ب       الط    ـ ت ا    ك ـ َ. م ـ  
 

5 

 

Note the gender coordination with imperfect tense verbs:  

 

ـر  بَُ ش  تَُال ـ    ت ـ  ـ ن . ب ـ ـر  بَُ  ش   ـ جُـلُ .    ي الر    
 

6 

صُـرُ   ـ ن ـتَُات ـ َ. لأُ خ  صُـرُ    ـ ن  ـ ال ـو ل ـدُ  .ي  
 

7 

د  خُـلَُ ـةُ  َ.    ت ـ س  ال ـمُـد ر   د  خُـلَُ   ـ سُ َ.   ي ال ـمُـد ر    
 

8 

ةَُ  ـ ب  ـ ـا  ل ك ـتـُبُ  الط   . لْ     ت ـ  
 

بَُ  ـ ـا  ل ك ـتـُبُ   الط    ـ َ. لْ    ي  
 

9 
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Vocabulary Bank 
 

Memorise the following words (verbs). You will need them in the exercises.  

 

 

Imperfect Tense Past Tense Meaning 

ـجُـدَُ س   ـ ـدَ  ي ـج   س 
To prostrate 1 

صُرَُ ن ـ  ـ ـر َ ي  To help.  2 ن ـص 

تـُلَُ ق ـ  ـ َ ي ل   ـ ت  To kill. 3 ق ـ

خُـلَُ د   ـ َ ي ـل   د خ 
To enter.  4 

بـُدَُ ع ـ  ـ دَ  ي  ـ ب  ع ـ
To worship.  5 

كُـرَُ ش   ـ  ش ـك ـر َ ي
To be grateful / thankful.  6 

زُ قَُ ر   ـ َ ي  ر  ز  ق 
To provide / bestow.  7 

رَ  ي ك ـفُـرَُ ف ـ  ك ـ
To disbelieve / be ungrateful.  8 

فُـخَُ ن ـ  ـ خ َ ي  To blow / fill with air / fill a tyre.  9 ن ـف ـ

ـدُ قَُ ص   ـ َ ي ـد  ق   ص 
To speak the truth.  10 

طُـرَُ س   ـ ـر َ ي ـط   س 
To write / jot down.  11 

ـكُـمَُ ح   ـ ـك ـمَ  ي  ح 
To rule / order / govern.  12 

حَ   ـ ـسُـدَُي ـدَ   ـس   ح 
To be jealous.  13 

جُـمَُ ـمَ  ي ر   ر  ج 
To throw stones at / pelt with 

stones.  
14 

أ  كُـلَُ  ـ َ ي ل   To eat. 15 أ  ك ـ

ف ـت َ  ـ ـحَُي حَ    ـ ت  To open.  16 ف ـ

ذ  ه ـبَُ  ـ َ ي  To go (he went).  17 ذ  ه ـب 
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Exercise 1 
 

1. The doer with past tense verbs.  

2. Ensure the Harakah of each word is analysed. 

3. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.  

 

Translation Arabic 

بَُل ـع ب    ال   ـ ـا ل َ.  ط    1 

بٌَ  ل ـع ب       ـ ـا ل .  ط   2 

ت        ـ ةٌَ ل ـع ـب  ـ ب  ـ ـا ل َ.  ط   3 

ت        ـ ةُ   َ.ال  ل ـع ـب  ـ ب  ـ ـا ل ط    4 

جُـلُ  َ.  ـك    الر   ـح   5 ض 

جُـلٌ    َ.  ـك      ر  ـح   6 ض 

ـكَ   ـح  َض  تٌَ     ت  ن ـ َ.    ب ـ  7 

ـا نُ    َ.  ـص  س     ال ـح   ـ ـل  8 ج 

 َ ـت  س   ـ ـل د    ج  تُ  َ.    ق ـ ن ـ ال ـب ـ  9 

َم ـا  َ   ت   ـ ل  ـ ـئ َ    س  ةٌَط   ـ ب  ـ ي َ.   ب ـ  10 

َم ـا  َ   ت   ـ ل  ـ ـئ َ    س  ةَُالط    ـ ب  ـ ي َ.   ب ـ  11 

دٌ  َ.   ـ ـر    ز  ي س   12 م ـا   ك ـ

كُ    َ.  ـل ـ ـك ـم    ال ـم   13 ح 

 14 ر  ز  ق    الُله    َ. 

ق    الُله    َ.   ـ ـل  15 خ 

دَ   ـع     الُله    َ.    ق ـ ـم  س   16 

ر    ال ـمُـد ر   سُ .َ    ـ ـب د    ص   17 ل ـق ـ

 َ ت  ر   ـ ـب د    ص  ـةُ   .  ل ـق ـ ال ـمُـد ر   س   18 
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Exercise 2 
 

1. The doer with imperfect tense verbs.  

2. Ensure the Harakah of each word is analysed. 

3. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.  

 

Translation Arabic 

ـجُـدُ    ال َ  س   ـ د  سَُي ن ـ َ.   ـمُـه ـ  1 

ـجُـدُ    ال َت َ  ـةَُس  د  س  ن ـ َ.   ـمُـه ـ  2 

د  خُـلُ   ال ـمُـد  ر    سُ  .   ـ  3 ي

ـةُ .  د  خُـلُ   ال ـمُـد  ر    س   4 ت ـ

كُ  َ.  ـكُـمُ    ال ـمـل ـ ح   ـ  5 ي

ر  زُ  قُ    الُله   َ.   ـ  6 ي

بُ   َ.   ـ ي ـب ـ صُـرُ    الط   ن ـ  ـ  7 ي

بٌ   .َ    ـ ي ـب ـ صُـرُ    ط  ن ـ  ـ  8 ي

ب َت َ   ـ ي ـب ـ صُـرُ    الط   َ.   ـةَُـن ـ  9 

بٌ   َ.   ـ ي ـب ـ صُـرُ    ط  ن ـ  ـ  10 لْ    ي

ةُ    .   ـ ب  ـ ـا ل ـدُ قُ    الط   ص   11 لْ     ت ـ

بُ    َ.   ـ ـا ل ـدُ قُ   الط   ص   ـ  12 ي

بٌ   .   ـ ـا ل ـدُ قُ   ط  ص   ـ  13 ي

 

The doer is inside the verb:  
 

ـكُـرُ.   14 ن ـش 

صُـرُ  .   15 ن ـن ـ

ن   َ.  ـكُـرُ و  ش   ـ  16 ي

صُـرُ و  ن     .  ن ـ  ـ  17 ي
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Extension 

 

How to Construct an Arabic Sentence from the English 

Translation 

 

 
 



Syntax No. 4 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2025 | MFK 

10 | P a g e  

Exercise 3 
 

Ensure grammar rules are applied, paying particular attention to gender coordination. 

 

  
English Arabic 

1 The boy was grateful.   

2 A boy was grateful.   

3 The scholar (f) entered.   

4 A scholar (f) did not 

enter.  

 

5 The donkey did not eat.   

6 A doctor heard.   

7 A doctor heard (f).   

8 The nurse (f) spoke the 

truth.  

 

9 I spoke the truth.   

10 A nurse (f) did not speak 

the truth. 

 

11 The student is helping / 

will help.  

 

12 A student is helping / will 

help.  

 

13 The student is not helping 

/ will not help.  

 

14 The engineer is writing / 

will write.  

 

15 The engineer (f) is eating 

/ will eat.  
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Exercise 4 
 

 

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word, ensuring you place the correct Harakah on each 

word. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.  

 

 

Translation Sentence 

ـد   .....................َ.  ـج   1 س 

ـد ت   .....................َ.  ـج   2 س 

ـك    .....................َ.  ـح   3 م ـا    ض 

ـك ـت    .....................َ.  ـح   4 ض 

 5 ................. ال ـمُـد  ر   سُ   . 

ـةُ   .   6 ................. ال ـمُـد  ر   س 

بٌ   .   ـ ي ـب ـ  7 ................. ط 

ةُ   .   ـ ب  ـ ي ـب ـ  8 ................. الط  

ةٌ.   ـ ب  ـ ي ـب ـ  9 م ـا   ................. ط 

ةٌ.   ـ ب  ـ ي ـب ـ  10 لْ   ................. ط 

سٌ  .  د  ن ـ  11 لْ   ................. مُـه ـ

أ  كُـلُ    ................َ.   ـ  12 ي

أ  كلُُ   ..................َ.   13 ت ـ
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Exercise 5 
 

1. Find out the meanings of the following past tense verbs.  

2. Make a verbal sentence (verb + doer) from each.  

3. Ensure the Harakah is correct.  

1. Memorise the meanings of these verbs. 

 

 

Sentence  

(Verb + Doer) 

Translation  Past tense 

verb 

  َ ـل   1 و ص 

  َ ب   ـ ـل  2 ط 

  َ ذ  ب   3 ك ـ

ر َ   ف ـ  4 غ ـ

ـعَ    ج   5 ر 

  َ ـب  ك   6 ر 

  َ س   7 ل ـب ـ

خ َ    ـ ـب  8 ط 

ع َ    9 ز ر 

  

 10 و ز نَ 

 

These are also past tense verbs, but on a different pattern:  

 

ا لَ     11 ق ـ

ا ز       12 ف ـ

ـا ء َ    13 ج 
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Vocabulary Bank 
 

ـد  ارَ 1  Wall ج 

رَ 2  ـ ـي  Juice ع ـص 

 Trumpet صُـو  ر 3

ب 4 ع ـ  ـ  Playground م ـل

 Market سُـو  ق 5

 ـا ر 6  Fire ن

ة 7  Room غُـر  ف ـ

ا م 8 ـع ـ  Food ط 

ـار 9  Airport م ـط 

م 10 ـن ـ  Statue ص 

ـر 11 ا  ج   Merchant ت ـ

رَمَُ 12  ـ د   ي  Headteacher 

 Street ش ـا ر  ع 13

مَ 14 ـع ـ   .Restaurant م ـط 

ا خ 15 ـب  ـ  Cook ط 

خَ 16  ـ ـب   .Kitchen م ـط 

د 17  India ال ـه ـن ـ

حَ 18  ـ ي ب ـ  Ugly ق ـ

19 
ـا رَ   Hot ح 

ا ر  د 20  Cold ب ـ

ـا دَ  21  Sharp ح 

 Then (particle) ثُـم  َ 22

 And (particle) و 22

23 َ ل     Rather (particle) ب ـ
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