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The Doer

Introduction and important points:

W

()]

7.

8.

9.

. We have so far looked at nominal sentences with the exception of sentences beginning

with the past tense verb .

A nominal sentence will always begin with a noun'.

. We have looked at past tense verbs and imperfect tense verbs. To understand this new

grammar rule, you must be able to recognise and recall various past tense and
imperfect tense verbs.
We will now look at sentences made up of a “verb and doer”.

. Look at this example and understand what the “doer” is:

Zaid sat.

The man ran.
The boy listened.
The children played.
She prostrated.

The underlined word is the “doer”. The “doer” is the person, animal etc that does the
action.

In the example “The man ran”, the “man” is the doer, as he is doing the work of
running.

In English, the doer is placed before the verb.

In Arabic, the verb comes first. Then the doer.

10.Despite the verb coming first in Arabic, we will translate the doer first, as the language

we are translating into is English, and in English the Doer comes first.

11.The Arabic word for Doer is Js G.

Now look at the following examples and note the Harakah of the s G.

! In sentences such as ¢/, the first significant component of the sentence will determine whether it is nominal or verbal.
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Example 1:

2

The man sat.

1

The man is sitting.

Jees 5 s B Td.‘:...n
Example 2:
2 1
s o5h e J2 3
The man ran. The man is running.
Jees 5 s P TOJM
Example 3:
2 1
08 s &la 204
The boy listened / heard. The boy is listening.
Jees 5 s P TOJM
Example 4:
2 1
%ﬁ]‘ éL.?ué . :;;L?Lé e;.;:f:ﬁ
The doctor laughed. The doctor is laughing.
Jeels 5 s P TOM
Grammar:

The most important point to note is the Harakah: the doer will contain a Dhamma.

Carefully analyse the above examples.
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Note the Doer with imperfect tense verbs:

2 1
The girl is helping / will help. | The boy is helping / will help.
Je Wl + g laadl Jasl Je Wl + g elaad! Jadl

In the following sentences notice the difference in translation when the definite article is
removed:

Without the definite article | With the definite article
V1
s Y !
A boy The boy
e dsdl 2
A house The house.
foles selgall 3
A car The car
Gudgs Seaigad] 4
An engineer The engineer

Notice the difference when in a sentence:

2 1
SRNFYES SUCHHIYES
A doctor entered. The doctor entered.
2 1
W03 4% L 005)) 3843
A boy is helping / will help. The boy is helping / will
help.
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Terminology

Doer Verb.
2 1
& P - // « 2 . % P
: u../nL> IS | - Bs O~§L>
Hamid ate. Hamid s 1ll.
Verbal Sentence. Nominal Sentence.
Begins with a verb. Begins with a noun.
N AT G Al

Conclusion

As a conclusion, note that all of the following five will contain a Dhamma.

Type of sentence Example
Al dlar 5306 J2 3 [Sew 1
2] Be 536 Ja ¥ juct ?
A Al BUCRISIES § [ |
A das alas B s H g8 o8 /| o )
2l allr e b |
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The Doer: Gender Coordination

Note the gender coordination in the following examples. Write down the translation of each
sentence.

B A
J=b J<G
@35 S e
1
&i}j\ N P . ij‘ é-}-fv
9 2K 2 0 T - 2
9 @ 4 % 4 3
&1;:.):.” CIGSR NUENS| %
3 I P 9 I 1 P 4
aaghadl o133 Spoadl Jss
A @ _z % oz 5
R-Ci] U i g v U US g v
Note the gender coordination with imperfect tense verbs:
5 s« 2.4 2 6
g’,...:j‘ G 39 NESU RS &
2 9 2% 9 9 24 7
22N 2aS uj;j\jaa.q
. 5z P , 8
dagoadl 203 Swoadl J£3s
I 2 - W 9
FRIHBE 2285

Syntax No. 4 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2025 | MFK
5|Page



Vocabulary Bank

Memorise the following words (verbs). You will need them in the exercises.

Imperfect Tense Past Tense Meaning
PR . To prostrate 1
Ui U
9 82~ PR TO help. 2
5 D
j.’;i: o To kill. 3
2, - To enter. 4
J2is Jss
P . To worship. 5
oy &3 To be grateful / thankful. 6
95 9n . To provide / bestow. 7
S Bl
> _z To disbelieve / be ungrateful. 8
9 22s L 4z To blow / fill with air / filla tyre. | 9
99 5. . To speak the truth. 10
oV s~ L To write / jot down. 11
L& &y To rule / order / govern. 12
P . To be jealous. 13
S >
y . To throw stones at / pelt with 14
o XV stones.
3 2% A% To eat. 15
B Js1
5 2%n _ 2% To open. 16
&= &
s . To go (he went). 17
SN D)
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Exercise 1

1. The doer with past tense verbs.
2. Ensure the Harakah of each word is analysed.
3. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.

Translation Arabic

AWy :

NI 2

g e 3

G euy] 4

53 8 >

A 6

22, &k 7

glasd ¢z i

9

33
3\
1369

\o!

\

Y

e\

\

o
[
()

R ERA IR ETAT H
535355 12

Po
\
\
%\\
\
[E—
W

[
N

o

©
o\
[
(9,

. 8l Fass 03 16
Seodiszenn |1

2o
&
\Se
\
S
G
\
\
\
=
(SN
o0
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Exercise 2

1. The doer with imperfect tense verbs.
2. Ensure the Harakah of each word is analysed.
3. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.

Translation Arabic
QUCTV VI
2 2. 5 9 ot 2
asoipadl 043

Grpaadl J3g 3
Aagasd J2od 4
L p%s >

) §553 °
epbrayy |10
AW@ghasy |1
LI $og 12
s P

The doer i1s inside the verb:

14

¥ 15

&

5 7
/:992’ 16
-C)))j:-‘“-’.-

2. 17
L (3 A3
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Extension

How to Construct an Arabic Sentence from the English
Translation

Isita Nominal or Verbal sentence?

Nominal Verbal
| |
I | I |
' ‘ . N ' N ' N '
Is it a simple |24 “ . . )
e Isitan () IsitaJ?d ang Je 8 Isita S
and - sentence? sentence? sentence?
sentence?
\ v \ v \ v \
' ™ ' ™ g ™ '
Yisg ity ¢ : ity S el
Identify the |2L Identify O as! AS'f'L'jthe verb past Identify U= p
. " . (=R) or imperfect .
and - and (J) A ( : <
\ v \ v \
. J
™ ™ ™
' N
. . Determine the
Detgrmn;e thi Detgrmn;e thi Identify the doer gender of each
ender of eac ender of eac ;
g g Jeld), (x3)
S S . J S
N
Add the correct Add the correct Ensure t.he ordgr 1S Add the correct
concepts concepts correct: verb first, concepts
P P then doer. P
J
4 N
Check gender
coordination
between U2 and
Jeld
\ J
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Exercise 3

Ensure grammar rules are applied, paying particular attention to gender coordination.

truth.

English Arabic

1 | The boy was grateful.
2 | A boy was grateful.
3 | The scholar (f) entered.
4 | A scholar (f) did not

enter.
5 | The donkey did not eat.
6 | A doctor heard.
7 | A doctor heard (f).
8 | The nurse (f) spoke the

I spoke the truth.

10

A nurse (f) did not speak
the truth.

11

The student is helping /
will help.

12

A student 1s helping / will
help.

13

The student 1s not helping
/ will not help.

14

The engineer is writing /
will write.

15

The engineer (f) is eating
/ will eat.
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Exercise 4

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word, ensuring you place the correct Harakah on each
word. Use the vocabulary bank to help you.

Translation Sentence
...................... N 1
...................... N 2
...................... sl |3
...................... AW 4

Bagoadl o, 6
b, 7
A B 8
{5’:} D L 9
Eap B, y 10
LB A J 1
................. Ll 12

................... K 13

Syntax No. 4 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2025 | MFK
I11|Page



Exercise 5

. Find out the meanings of the following past tense verbs.
Make a verbal sentence (verb + doer) from each.
Ensure the Harakah is correct.

Memorise the meanings of these verbs.

—_— 9 N

Sentence Translation Past tense
(Verb + Doer) verb
p 1
gser
b | °
.. 3
SIS
%% 4
13
7 7 5
=
6
&S
s
L 8
.y 9
7
) 10
O3K)
These are also past tense verbs, but on a different pattern:
. p 11
. 12
56
13
JES
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Vocabulary Bank

1 . Wall
vl o>
2 . Juice
B
3 s Trumpet
Ve
4 e Playground
5 s Market
s
6 G Fire
7 a3l Room
8 LGk Food
9 s Airport
10 o Statue
11 =G Merchant
12 s Headteacher
13 ty % Street
14 2L Restaurant.
15 £k Cook
16 s Kitchen.
17 India
iyl
18 c’-3 Ugly
19 ols Hot
v
20 e Cold
21 & Sharp
22 It Then (particle)
22 And (particle)
2
23 ds Rather (particle)
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