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Vocative Particles

03] 2335

1. The word ;)2 means “to call”.

2. Vocative particles are used to address (call) someone / get their attention.

3. A vocative particle is placed before (for example) a person’s name.

4. The most commonly used vocative particle in Arabic is .

5. Whoever you are calling out to is known as the 5522 (the “called noun™). Thus the (st
1s that word (noun) which occurs after a vocative particle.

6. Look at the following examples and identify the vocative particle and the L.

1035

g

O Zaid!

i G

O Khalid!

1Jgs G

O man!

7. There are various types of 55tz Some examples are:
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Type of (ssi2

Possessive Compound ééL.;:J\ &; 5237 1
A proper noun which is riot a J5had) 2,14 2
possessive compound'.
Intended Indefinite Noun §33hks 5155 3
i i 4 . % 4
Unintended Indefinite Noun §33hba af 5555
Noun containing the definite 330w [ 5
article. T

8. Due to the different types of (s, there are various rules regarding the case-ending of

the ;3&s. Some of the most common ones are mentioned here.

! “Mufrad” here refers to not being a Possessive Compound. Hence, “Mufrad” covers all types of nouns, irrespective if the noun is
Singular, Dual and Plural.

2 This refers to the “proper noun”. This noun refers to something specific (name of a person, place, animal etc). For example, the

name “Yusuf” is used to refer to a specific person, thusitisa"Jz".

3 This is a noun that contains the “definite article” (literally: “made definite with the Alif Laam”.
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(55’,["‘;?‘ &;}«’AJT) oLas 1 ohlis

Rule: The «sLas will be in the accusative case.

Translation 2o Possessive
olaz sl Compound
O Abdullah! Y b Aag 1
(O servant of Allah) d ‘ BAS [..3 bl U
O prophet of Allah. | Ly ost, s 2
W ke B a0l {J34g
O Abdur Rahman Yy b NP 3
(O servant of the merciful) 9’0)‘” e G ¢ Hidas
O people of the book. P PRI I 4
osdl J&T G s Jal
O wives of the prophet. g % 5
sl s G G ey
O leader of the faithful. , 5 BRI 6
Gase3adl 5241 b3 5]
O our lord. p 2 7
e G W
O our creator. P 8
s Q18
O dweller of the house. 9
-2 oSG el Sl
Now give three examples where the (sl is a possessive compound.
Translation 25 . (< Possessive
olas gl Compound
1
2
3
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:g‘)tz,%
tspaiall §558) 5 5523l 1150

Rule: The 2 will be in the nominative case with no Tanween.

NS 9~ %9 " 01~ T
Translation UJ[-J 3324d) 21
Proper Noun
O Nuh! . ’ I
¥ 7>
O Lot! 7
BAG b3
O Maryam! 3 3
" 53540 g
O Ibrahim! i B 1
%’9‘}’ l L; ;.;9\ )-Jl

Translation 48 52 % 8.
55 o] 555

O man! 5 3 1

O cook!

(\].\o
o \
L\
()
€\
\
(\O]

O teacher!

AV
1\
»
—
\
A%
2\
»
—C'o
W

3!

The above rule applies, whether the (s is singular, dual, or plural (as the term “Mufrad”
here refers to the noun not being a possessive compound).

Z)L;v[-:’ j&(/[-:’ J.&&[_}

rd

4 This is an indefinite noun that is used in a manner where whoever you are addressing is “specific and known” (despite the

indefiniteness of the word), this is because you are aware of “who you are calling out to”. Hence, this noun is described as that
“indefinite noun that is specific / intended”.

> You see a man and you call out to him, although you may not know his name, he is still regarded as “specific” (known) as you
know who you are calling.
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00/ s 9 0’0 pd 1 LAV /' R P
§3yaada ,ad §550 -u’:bﬂ
. Look at the following example:

RS R PIAC
O man (person)!
Help me.

. This is an example of a 5L that 1s:

a) Indefinite.
b) Not specific.

. The reason it is not specific is because you do not know who you are addressing
(talking to).

. To understand this better, the above example could be used by a blind person, who has
(for example) fallen down, and when he hears someone, he calls out for help. He
knows someone is walking past, but he does not know whether that passer-by is a
male, female, child, adult etc.

. Hence, the 3tz 1s referred to as:

83’ 9 e . :. g,s/u
Indefinite noun that is not specific.

. Another example is a teacher making a general statement in the classroom, where he
says:

P ('l P 8 « P _ s
233 IS el 2 03] 1B G
O student!

Work hard daily in the lessons.

. No particular student is being addressed in this statement, rather it is a general
statement where the (s3ls is unspecified.
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Rule: The s will be in the nominative case and after the vocative particle the word Lg.ﬁ

will be placed (and Lg.iﬂ for feminine).

Translation Aﬂb o855 1 o8 db o 55
O prophet! &:w‘ . L) 1
O messenger a3l L’g_ﬁ G Jra 3 2
O people! &»Uﬁi\ L’g.’j : ) 3
P Ak akadl sk | Ak |
| gy | s

Now give three examples where the (s3liz is a noun that contains the definite article.

Translation q y & g
Aﬁb OBy mA :L;‘;LL% Aﬂ[.g YT
1
2
3
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Vocative Particles

The following are all Vocative Particles:

—\
(l\\u
—%
\
\
\
—c\
O

They are used as follows:

5 4 3 2 1
’i q o Gl G
g_,&g)i” sloa SUPN|ISRY slus
Oopnl s )
Terminology

Note the following terms:

English Arabic Term
To call. .. 1
£ w2
Vocative Particle. N0 &35 2
Noun in the vocative. (s 3
What is being called. G>
Proper Noun 1 4

Intentional Indefinite Noun P 2 18 gyt 5
dagaad) 85501/ 8534820 85501

Made definite ‘. 6
8 Ak
Made definite with . }jb o 834 7
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A0l elss

1. Every :I0s (call) has must have a ;10! &l45 (response to the call).

2. Look at the following example:

2 1
| Elags 25 | FAELE
Write your lesson! O Khalid!
W - bw ;‘, g‘ 9. 5z
0 &las o+ 10 &35
The response. N f).g
The call.

3. Thus, just the vocative particle with its respective (sl is not a complete statement®.

¢ Although individually both parts maybe complete sentences.
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Extension

1. Sometimes the vocative particle is physically (L)) omitted.
2. Despite the omission, it is still present in terms of the meaning ().
3. This in grammar is referred to as “the word is csdw”.

4. Words are omitted for various reasons. Sometimes it is due to “Jlazs2J1§:5™ (frequent

usage). Thus the “frequent / excessive usage” demands that a word is physically
dropped (or on other occasions shortened), to make it easier for the tongue.

5. Despite the word being dropped, if it governs another word, the case ending will still
change (as the word in reality is still present, although *3%).

6. In the examples below the vocative particle G has been dropped. Note that out of all

the vocative particles, only the particle G can be dropped. The rest must always be

physically present.
2 1
After omission Actual word

2 s Zw 5z ~ o L4
LY =;«‘O~}” d’))—" L;';LJAJ‘ ‘I'g‘d»;]‘ d'))&'

54l &g G e

O our lord, forgive us.
> 5232 W, 7 W, > Y. [~
Ls’\ sl 7 =17 1 &

O my lord, forgive me.

" The  is also dropped to make it easier / lighter (to pronounce).
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Extension — The word Allah

Note the following:

1. The following will be regarded as grammatically correct: &1 (5
2. Although the word & has Ji before it, the following will not be said: &l L?g_ﬁb

3. When supplicating, rather than saying: &bl (3, the vocative particle is removed and

replaced with a = at the end. The result is:

5400
O Allah.
4. Now look at these examples:

558 24l
O Allah forgive us.

O Allah forgive them.

O Allah forgive me.

O Allah help me.

P ]
s ’:"ﬁﬂw/‘
...(;!/C-d o..g..U

O Allah open for me...
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Exercise 1

e Place the vocative particle § before the following words and translate.

e Identify all case endings.

With vocative particle and correct Word / Name
case ending.
1
W
27 2
w2
% 3
o3l
" 2 A 4
ZENIPES
P 5
azsle
6
J$¢
7
A3
, 8
=
g 9
A
P 10
J33
g 11
R
\ 5 i 12
ARSI
¥ 5 .87 13
135385 53]l
P 14
]
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Exercise 2

e Identify the type of sl and determine the reason for the case ending.

¢ Identify all case endings.

English

Arabic
»i:-’au-’\,ia;j 01 a1

rd

533N 5256 5 oaa 3 5536

e 2551

. K
.@a}ﬁé.:\q/)o

10

. kj"dg\ ;ﬁéj‘ m/‘

11

RSN RN RS T I FRA(

12

b3 24l

13

LEass ol 33 W a2 240

14

Bl ol W43 5410

15

z

wvﬂ\@w@u&b N«

16
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Exercise 3 — Some Supplications

Use a dictionary to find the meanings of words you do not know.

Memorise and use these sentences when you make Dua.
Y our Dua must commence with the praises of Allah.
Identify (where applicable):

gl

s A% ‘//L, /:": ..’9\/
u-r,‘-ﬁw AN

]
' 2 rd /. ~ 9 17
uﬂ\wwbrgﬂ\

r'd

gle 24595 62202400

s e 3805 535 1 24l

....... i el Badl el 1301, paasl B2l 506

u-.%’U:-” A;—"-U % Llli-;jﬂ MT
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Exercise 4 — Some Supplications

e Use a dictionary to find the meanings of words you do not know.
e Memorise and use these sentences when you make Dua.
¢ Your Dua must commence with the praises of Allah.

R [P FUSA P S AU CRrs EYE PN RV R

-&vi‘bg’)\;&ﬂ‘gjg,&viﬂ)g\,, APIAC

RO BTEACE NSO [FEER G

el 22 G g

S8 2830 5. el 25511
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Exercise 5 - Revision

® This is a revision of dual and plurals.
® Revise and recap rules regarding duals and plurals.

® Do not forget to analyse the sentence.

English Arabic
234 Gaszall 1
Dual
Plural
9, & 5.9 5937 2
BRG]
Dual
Plural
g .02 91 /j’ 3
5(/’ 3.’. /B - i}w \
Dual
Plural
s o3 §) ¥
Dual
Plural
95 9 E . P 5
v C‘)L&-}j\
Dual
Plural
a2 Gzl o8 e
Dual
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Plural

Questions

Answer the following questions:

1

Explain what this means: “A fully
declinable noun”.

2

Give two examples of a plural of an
object (non-human).

Explain what one must bear in mind
when using a plural of an object (non-
human).

When will adjectives such as the
following be classified as a diptote.

sl sk

Explain this statement: “When a noun
does not contain Tanween, then it
does not necessarily have to always

be a »Las”.

Give three examples of adverbs of
time.

Give three examples of adverbs of
place.

Which adverbs are generally used as a
possessive compound?

What is the common factor about these
two pronouns:

595:
P

7

10

Clearly explain the difference between
the following:

‘11// 1]//
g g
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Answer true or false:

Question True False
Diptotes can sometimes contain a Tanween.

Every ;100 must have a s103! &ls5.

A o3*4 noun 1s always fully declinable.

There is only one vocative particle.
Adverbs are always used as possessive compounds.
All plurals are diptotes.

The slzz is always a possessive compound.

The wlas does not have a specific case ending.

O| 0 QN n|h| W N~

All pronouns are 5.

10 | Most male names are diptotes.
11 | Most female names are diptotes.
12 | The names of most places are diptotes.

Write down the correct name for the following pronouns:

3
\o—

© b ©
k3 ) k32 38N
\ \ \
*E\ *E\ +E\ 3
\ —\
(=
\ e\
N 9,

g
€

\o——

---------------------------------

Now practice the respective paradigm of the above.
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Tick the correct box:

e o
G I
27, 2
W2
I 3
4
BEN >
6
wikly
, 7
LBV
8
assle
asJdb ?
10
ng\
11
Y50

Construct the following possessive compounds (keep in mind the rules regarding diptotes):

Khalid’s son 1
Fatima’s mother. 2
Zainab’s sister. 3
Yusuf’s lesson. 4

Syntax No. 27 | Alimiyyah | MFK
18|Page



The baker’s bag. 5

Salman’s garden. 6

Hamid’s bag. 7

Vocabulary
Hotel
Hotel Sus 1
Hotels pxt 2
Reception D) 3
Card 23, 4
Key card | 241, 5
Floor s 6
First floor JSTC;'?U’ 7
Second floor L;AUUJUo 8
Guest sy 9
Guests oynd 10
Elevator o 11
Luggage &j 12
Luggage ¢ s 13
Traveller il 14
I booked P 15
(V) @>>
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I would like to book a room 22,855 7[&) fi 16

Updated: 16.04.2026
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