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Diptotes (Nouns that do not fully decline)
(238 g 3l o patadi 322

Look at the following overview of nouns in terms of their declension:

o

Noun

2~

.
‘ 5/0
3

Indeclinable

29

R
Declinable

|
. At 9%

Not Fully Declinable

We have already looked at:

(GLSV-E9)
Fully Declinable

22

54

Declinable Nouns

e

Indeclinable Nouns

1. The nouns we have looked at so far are all fully declinable.

2. This means they accept Tanween and all Harakaat:

a) Fatha — to represent the accusative case.
b) Dhamma — to represent the nominative case.
c) Kasra — to represent the genitive case.
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3. Examples of fully declinable nouns:

3 2 1
FEN[F 16 O Fu] E3 S0
Genitive Case Accusative Case Nominative Case
24 % 1 Z s, :// 4 . 9 24,
gd)J 213 1035 @Tv Louls 033

In the above examples, the noun o35 is a fully declinable noun, as it accepts all three
Harakaat.

4. “Not fully declinable nouns” are known as s :w’:i%j\ £ (diptote).

5. Ac :..J:i’sj\ 34£ will not contain/accept two things:

> 5% 1
S

c 2
S/,S

6. The Kasra is replaced by a (single) Fatha.

7. Carefully look at these examples:

3 2 1
JEA(E| et AN SV
Genitive Case Accusative Case Nominative Case
“ ~ P 1 -~ - J’ ? ~ 3 “ -
EEX F g CE N Agsle edly Caadls aasle

8. The genitive case in a < :.,,a,i,%j\ J4£ noun is represented by a (single) Fatha.

9. The next section looks at how to recognise a “not fully declinable” (diptote) noun.
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Which nouns are Diptotes? Part 1 — Names of people

As this 1s an absolute beginner’s level, we are not going to cover the specific rules that

govern if a word is & ~ais)i 3£ or not.

Rather we will look at some types of words that are usually ¢ ~ai) 332

The following is not an exhaustive list; however, at this stage it is sufficient.
This first set of words is names of people.

Example Type of noun
P 1
- .2 % 5| 2 - - o« .
a3 adgle agl aalls Almost all feminine names are
P diptotes.
PRy
Qi Axjus agsy
p 4 oz All adjectives that are used as a 2
50k 5306 ah ke asile o .
W EP Y 5 feminine name are also diptotes.
. . They will not be a diptote when
Ponder over the literal meaning of used as an adjective
the above.
5 rd ’/ ’/ 5 rd rd 3
ST ool (331 osdl pas]
35 S Names on the pattern of a verb.
Z 5% Z . . . 4
42302 axlal 5345 Masculine names ending in 3.
41}’-*"" & &1):\3 ?Q;LL% Note:
3 Despite containing the § these nouns are NOT
5 classified as feminine.
2 s 5
Jie lsie oLla olras lad)
v oAU v v Most names (of people and months)
oloas pladd Jlads oleds ending in .
olead lasg
; Most masculine non-Arabic names | 6
Jaslai) sla] ool 53] VSV
By O] ol are diptotes.
9% )
ol Jail) 3Bas adad
=R > These names are largely Hebrew.
1 . 5., The names of all prophets except 7
T CJL‘" ) the six mentioned here are
, .
Jcij o3 b diptotes.
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Which nouns are Diptotes? Part 2

This second set of words are nouns that are not the names of people.

Example Type of noun
Names of most places are diptotes. 8

oG pare i

51043 U;JJ wod

.,5‘ 3-«;‘ All colours on the verb pattern are 9
( )a"‘d.- AN

diptotes.
a] as]
s lix s s delea Plurals that are made up as follows: 10
s oSGl G aslsd a) An Gl of plurality.
LS cnles b) Followed by a s letter.
5 ern c) Followed by a final letter(s).
255 eilas dpll paolas ) Y ®)

e oess Uk oIss Adjectives with (an extra) | at the 1

¥ < . end'.

ok s At

325 Gs ok “Extra” here means:

v vEr o Not part of the root letters.

2 is &1 Names of places that are a 12

w2 N A al-124
= T combination of two words.
oxdad aaddss
This combination® of two words is
known as:
il e E5a01 ) i) s 38
> 7‘ ﬁ:*‘"“;‘ );wj " 7{ 4 );5;{ Those nouns® (a&y) that are on the 13
pattern of Jsil,

BT gl

! With the condition that their feminine form is NOT on the pattern of a33:3. Rather, the feminine must be on the pattern of k5 .

2 Names of cities in Lebanon and Yemen respectively.
3 Two words joint together in a manner where they are regarded as “one word”. This joining of two words is not in the same
manner as a possessive compound, i.e. the meaning of “possession and ownership” is NOT present in this compound.
4 Translation: Bigger, greater, more beautiful, smaller, faster (swifter), Nicer (better), stronger, sweeter.
3 These nouns are known as Jz288) 32) (The Elative). This noun is used to refer the quality or attribute of the root letters to a
greater extent in a person or a thing. It is used as a comparative and superlative adjective.
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Notes

Note 1:

s L 25
"I'S“;‘ 2 "‘
. - - @I—Qj

e Although the word a3 will not physically contain the Kasra, the word azslz is still in
the genitive case.

¢ In the above example, the word a:slc is not in the accusative case, it is in the genitive
case. It is very important to understand and appreciate this.

Note 2:
Wl oliag elss s palaadior e355

e Diptotes will accept the Kasra when it contains definite article or :Las.

¢ In the above example carefully note the words y>lLsl and (wlia.

Note 3:

If a plural has a round § attached at the end, then it will be a4 (fully declinable).
Examples:

Note 4:

The more familiarity you create with Arabic, certain things become “easy” to identify. One
example are nouns that are “not fully declinable”, the greater the exposure, the easier they
are to identify.
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Overview

el

>~ Py

5 ey L] o 32 o s

sLasl
E\JOCYON|

Terminology
Write down the English equivalent of the following:

English Arabic
22 1

R
s 2

. -

3

v P
P ’; 4
o padad) 322 °
g 1 6

cg}mngeéﬁiéﬂ
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Vocabulary (1)

Write down the singular of these nouns.

Singular Word Meaning
1 selaa Masjids
2 'z Schools
S
3 & Offices / Libraries
4 (2 Museums
>\
5 as| 3 Fruits
6 o (% Hotel
Gl otels
7 USL’J Places
8 s Gardens
s
9 ) Dirhams (silver coins)
p-e\v:
10 s Dinars (gold coins)
11 sl Tribes
12 céufe Keys
13 d«glﬂ Birds
14 .y Animals
9‘3)
15 e Lax Lamps
16 el Rules / Laws
oi2l3s
17 . i
ikl Satans / Devils
18 25 L Poor
19 il Cups / Teacups
20 ol Cities
los
21 Ror Gardens
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Vocabulary (2)

Word Meaning

1 o }.i:./ Intoxicated / Drunk

2 ks Thirsty

3 oless Hungry

4 Sk Full / Satisfied

5 HORT: Angry

6 s Happy

7 ULJ; Thirsty

8 4k Confused / Puzzled

V) K

9 ol Awake

10 oGz Sated / Full (with water)

11 |25 Confused / Puzzled

ol >
Singular Word Meaning
12 u*-i'lk Millions
13 d—f’g s Handkerchiefs
14 fg[ﬁ Lamps
15 P Rockets / Missiles
Eylse
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Vocabulary (3)

Different foods (fish, chicken, and burgers)

Fish ol 1
Salmon o w2l 2
Smoked u; " 3

Z. . 4
Smoked salmon iy w2l
Lobster 23 5B s 5
Prawns olise 6
Chicken ) 7
53
Lemon Chicken g 8
oaille s
Chicken Biryani CL;&“ S5k 9
Fried Chicken NS Cg/ 10
(s-L-"-‘, ACH
Roast Chicken Uy 11
A=A Cb:
Burger 533 12
Fish Burger Slas 53 13
Chicken Burger .- 14
s clss 553
Beef Burger 21,533 15
Lamb burger. % g 16
. Uu‘»ﬂ)’&?
Grilled Lamb Burger Loz F O 17
8 Gl ol od 2
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Colours & Defects

Examples of colours (note the respective patterns):

Important: Only the singular masculine and singular feminine forms of colours and defects
are diptotes.

o /=fﬁ 9/ 234 h,’»é-;-
Plural Singular Singular Colour
Feminine Masculine
s . 5 Black 1
W s133% 2w
. o White 2
s L. 4 Red o3
).A} ;\ ’6& (6,
:, 'y < ?‘ Yellow i 4
R ;‘)-M P - G
29 L 24 Z :';‘ Green \f_\_.\- 5
> ;\)Aﬂ) P —\
55, % ,/,,7( Blue 6
G s\ 375 RI3

Examples of defects (again note the respective patterns):

Plural Singular Singular Defect
Feminine Masculine
, . % Lame 1
T HESe g1
L2 L. 7‘ One-eyed 2
Ve slgas Ve —~
k) 2 Z % D b :\n 3
o3 s <i um E
, .- Y Dumb 4
3L RS 33 g-
. L% Cross-eyed | . 5
J»s S35 d’:-"T Y \%
P z Deaf N 6
j Lo sl =
)9 ) s % Blind 7
("7*-" 5 j’ (5-"-‘-1
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® Ensure you pay special attention to all diptotes.

® Do not forget to analyse the sentence.

Exercise 1

English

Arabic

9 9 \

Al & J5T 2

2
4

4

A\ ¢

” 27,
(3

9. P
‘" “ e slz 2 %
M;}wuu@;

.7 ‘\3’, s 2 <27
2 R .
%JZ WLDM)

oz 3 Feand Jss G

Bls 00 J] 13485

o Bagataass

10

S ablegs

g 11

Hlaas§ e UGl

X 12

P ’0/,/'/ /9
-g'%‘;”c)-f&-;’-’) >\O~;-,’G)¢°)-°

13

2 Gs mzel 4] &)

14

2

s~ 7 2

z 2. s 9 2%
C DR (g (>

15

2 2 o«
colads) agasdl s

16

. P P 5. PR
008 d] B350 G d)agie eslS

17

S8l b sh s b e 15835

<, 2 | 18
\

£
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Exercise 2

® Ensure you pay special attention to all diptotes.

® Do not forget to analyse the sentence.

English Arabic
) P 1
g\i./gj\[)f él[.,:a 39;./93‘043;).—«}

3
31043 d) eaila

@ /"/ g . ,.9. T
oUde 8353 Ghay e diin s 40
g _ ) %
& e 38 3 87581 iyl s U
O g 2V Cp)
% Ed “ o/,/ v 2 8 4.z 5
i}./’/,'(ﬁ,j’/’.// 6
‘.) /C"L‘Lﬁ )MC‘}’
22 =
% % % v 7
s sdlEsosls b
] 2 9 P
cabl daslaa] dusg

ai"u\ @;L&M”f’j

I 2 10
2ia) pzelH] Wela

ERF ATy

11

. . 2
Gy 3] G lhs g 138

13

9 - (9/’ . oa
X2 b B 2 *
B35S (523 aijua 31043

Y . s, % | 14
3 2 3052l 2 o3as Wy

5 1
|2 >

BTV S R SRCES TIPS
7

133550l 83 B ¢332 o

16
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Exercise 3

® Ensure you pay special attention to all diptotes.
® Revise and recap rules regarding “plurals of objects”.

® Do not forget to analyse the sentence.

English Arabic
55255 Dalaz SelB o1
eleadl SelB ol

85555 Gl J] 2485

z . < . 4
5580 ol J) s

gl plda J) s

f55E -~ ‘/1 ﬁ/‘ 9 2 ;,U
-6)¢¢54$;JQLLJ e esl

aslsall eay

MQJ‘U»LJ\U»&MH
LA BaasS oSGl G
LaSG R Bl oS WY Gy

10

 sie B 11
LGl 13¢5

ARl o 13155 G
50 e 13455
$
. in\w d’)’a—*p-‘f - \SLE-

9 - 4 -~
a3 G 5a]) 5 80443 5,1E))

12

13

14

15

P 16
Ll 0dsa s plaks

17

35,85 o3 e 083 I HLAN O3S

rd
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Exercise 4 — Using Modern Vocabulary

The aim of these sentences is to use modern vocabulary and be able to construct similar
sentences in order to hold a basic conversation.

English Arabic
I would like a burger please. 1
We would like a fish burger. 2
The chicken and fish are delicious. 3
We ate beef burger(s). 4
These prawns are from China. 5
She would like the tasty chicken. 6
How much is the beef burger? 7
How much are the drinks? 8
How much is the hot chocolate? 9
We would like a light snack please. 10
Burger with French fries please. 11
How much are the juices? 12
Very expensive! 13
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