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Masculine and Feminine

Gender Coordination

1. In Arabic there 1s always gender coordination.

2. In simple terms, if the first word is masculine, the other word “connected” to it will
also be masculine and vice versa.

3. For example, in a simple sentence containing the “subject and predicate”, there will
always be gender coordination.

4. The following are examples where both the “subject and predicate” are masculine.

Translation Sentence
The house is new. &Jg,s s i’.ﬁ 1
The boy is clever. P < 2
y &S5 334
The man is happy. 8352 Li;' fJT 3

Before we look at simple sentences where both the “subject and predicate” are feminine, let
us learn about feminine words.
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Feminine Words

There are several categories of words that are regarded as feminine, for now we will look at
the following:

Category Category Category
3 2 1
Parts of the body that Words used only for the Words that end in the
are in pairs. feminine gender round s are mostly
feminine.
E P Moth £ Fri (P
ye 2 other o ridge ot
Hand ) Daughter , Bike e
te ey ax1és
Le Sister L% Car o
g d.;:g w‘[ 57 B&
Ear £ Bride P Bi1 b
O 4 e 8 8355
Foot .z Expectant b New .
s mother s BUU>
Thigh .z Female an, Beautiful o1,
e name = T
Make a list of feminine words you know:
Translation Word
1
2
3
25 %x 4
Ao =
5
6
P 7
o
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Changing adjectives from masculine to feminine

Adjectives can easily be changed from masculine to feminine by adding a s.
Look at the following examples.

Meaning Feminine Masculine
Big §54,5 X ¢ !
New 045 e ’
Beautiful R y 3
Strong 35,5 5.5 5
Happy 573 55k N 6
Clean ., 1% "y 7
Dirty EEW s 8
Standing sl R 9
111 243 % e 11
Sleeping sy G 12
Clever 465 553 13
Delicious 53 3390 14
Truthﬁ,ll - :)L:p U)[Jp 1 5
Broken .y s & R 16

57 v

Student / Seeker 2l I 17

Note: Other nouns' cannot be made feminine by adding the 5. Thus, the following examples

will always remain masculine.

O] ol u,)[:’:.f o5 &8s )E"i‘f w3

! Known as Primitive Nouns (w&), which is a noun that is not derived from any other word, nor is anything derived from it.

These always remain masculine as opposed to most “derived nouns” (wi243).
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Gender coordination in Subject & Predicate

e There is always “gender coordination” in the Subject and Predicate.
o [f the subject is masculine, the predicate will also be masculine and vice versa.
e Look at the following examples (feminine), where both parts are feminine:

Translation Example
f’e s - :.; -~ T ].
§0dus sl
w7 I P 1 2
agss el

The following will be regarded as grammatically incorrect, even though one may work out
the overall meaning / translation.

Correct Incorrect
M

2/ s - 3 s~ 11 % s - i‘; sz 7

500 el V1 - 0dys sl dll
(,0/ e s 1 < 2 (1 x
Agried)i M RESTORN|
A { . s 23
Beiiaa 3V Saas & A [l

4 2 ~ s v
35 3%hs bfass)l M ¢ R4k bezas]]

Terminology
English Arabic
Masculine );;u‘; 1
Feminine ., 2
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Exercise 1

Note the gender coordination and translate the following?:

Translation Sentence

RITREPINA| .
oSl g goddl 3
s Ao 4

8334 3051 >
R ASECERN °
Fors ol !
A3 b gl 5
Z’iué :jg,q’gjj 9
256 &S 10

Gais gl | M
4 {5 - % 2. 1
EVATCEURC T

550 e B 19

¢ < 2 41 14
sl az bl

2 Teacher must carry out a full analysis of every sentence, applying all the relevant grammar rules, terminology etc.
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Exercise 2

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word, ensuring you place the correct Harakah on each
word.

Translation Sentence

9 P 2
- T T

(9050 3
30

?/: P 4
.cu'z.ggm ..................
@,;}2 5
................. SOV

@{1 11
R Y

4 12
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