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مُـؤ   ن  ـثَُو     ال َـ    ذ  ك  ـرَُـمُـل َ ا َ  
Masculine and Feminine 

 

 

Gender Coordination 
 
 

1. In Arabic there is always gender coordination. 

 

2. In simple terms, if the first word is masculine, the other word “connected” to it will 

also be masculine and vice versa.  

 

3. For example, in a simple sentence containing the “subject and predicate”, there will 

always be gender coordination.  

 

4. The following are examples where both the “subject and predicate” are masculine.  

 

 

Translation Sentence 

 

The house is new.     ُت  ـ ي  ـ دٌ  َ.    ا ل ـب  ـ ـدِي ج   1 

The boy is clever. َُي ٌَذ   كَِـ       ا ل ـو ل ـد  .  2 

The man is happy.        ُرٌ  . ا لر   جُـل ـرُو  س  َ م ـ  3 

  

 

Before we look at simple sentences where both the “subject and predicate” are feminine, let 

us learn about feminine words.  
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Feminine Words  
 

There are several categories of words that are regarded as feminine, for now we will look at 

the following:  

 

Category  

3 

Category  

2 

Category  

1 

Parts of the body that 

are in pairs.  

Words used only for the 

feminine gender  

Words that end in the 

round ة are mostly 

feminine.  
Eye َن  ـ ي  Mother ع ـ

ـةَ Fridge أُ مَ  لّ   ج   ث ـ
Hand َد  ـ تَ Daughter ي ـةَ Bike بـِن ـ  د  ر   ا ج 
Leg َـل ـت Sister رِ ج  ا  ر  ة Car أُ خ  ـي  ـ  س 
Ear َأُ  ذُ    ن Bride رُ و  س ر  ةَ Big ع ـ  ـ بـِي  ك ـ
Foot َد  م  Expectant ق ـ

mother 
ـامِـل د  ةَ New ح   ـ ـدِ ي  ج 

Thigh َخِـذ  Female ف ـ

name 
بَ  ـ ن  ـ ةَ Beautiful ز   ي  ـ ل  ـ ـمِـي  ج 

 

 

Make a list of feminine words you know:  

 

Translation Word 

  1 

  2 

  3 

 4 خِـز  ا ن ـة 

  5 

  6 

م   ـ ر  ي  7 م ـ
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Changing adjectives from masculine to feminine 
 

Adjectives can easily be changed from masculine to feminine by adding a ة.  
Look at the following examples.  

 

Meaning Feminine  Masculine  

Big َر  ة  ـ ر ك ـبـِي  ـ  ك ـبـِي
1 

New د ة  ـ ـدِ ي د ج   ـ ـدِ ي  ج 
2 

Beautiful ل ة  ـ ـمِـي ل ج   ـ ـمِـي  ج 
3 

Tall ة  ـ ل  ـ ـوِ ي ل ط   ـ ـوِ ي  ط 
4 

Strong ة وِي  ـ وِي َ ق ـ  5 ق ـ

Happy ر  ة ـرُو  ر م ـس  ـرُو   6 م ـس 

Clean َف ـة  ـ  ـظِـي ف ن  ـ  ـظِـي  7 ن

Dirty َـة  و  سِـخ و  سِـخ 
8 

Standing ـة ا ئِـم  ا ئِـم ق ـ  9 ق ـ

Sitting ـة ـالـِس  ـالـِسَ ج   ج 
10 

Ill ـة ض   ـ ضَ م ـرِ ي  ـ  11 م ـرِ ي

Sleeping َـة  ـائِـم   ـائِـم ن  12 ن

Clever ة  13 ذ  كِـي َ ذ  كِـي  ـ

Delicious  ة ذ   ـ ذ ل ـذِ ي  ـ  14 ل ـذِ ي

Truthful َـادِ ق ة ـادِ قَ ص   ص 
15 

Broken  َ ة  16 م ـك ـسُـو رَ م ـك ـسُـو ر 

Student / Seeker ة  ـ ـا لـِب ـا لـِب ط   17 ط 

Note: Other nouns1 cannot be made feminine by adding the ة. Thus, the following examples 

will always remain masculine.  

 

ت  ـ ي اب ب ـ اب ب ـ  ـ م كِـت  ـ ل ـرَ و  ر  قَ ق ـ ـط   و  ل ـد مِـس 

 
1 Known as Primitive Nouns (مِـد ـا   .which is a noun that is not derived from any other word, nor is anything derived from it ,(ج 

These always remain masculine as opposed to most “derived nouns” (ق  ـات  ـ ـت   .(مُـش 
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Gender coordination in Subject & Predicate 
 

• There is always “gender coordination” in the Subject and Predicate. 

• If the subject is masculine, the predicate will also be masculine and vice versa.  

• Look at the following examples (feminine), where both parts are feminine:  

 

 

Translation  Example 

دَ    ـ ـدِي ةُ     ج  ار  ـي  ـ ةٌ   َ. ا لس    1 

ةٌ  .  تُ     ذ   كِـي  ـ  2 ا ل ـبـِن ـ

ـرُو رَ   س  ـتُ        م ـ خُ  ةٌ    َ. ا لْ   3 

ـةٌ   َ.    ف ـتـُو   ح  ةُ       م ـ  ـ ب  ـ ـقـِي ا ل ـح   4 
 
 

The following will be regarded as grammatically incorrect, even though one may work out 

the overall meaning / translation.  
 

 

Correct  

 
Incorrect 

 

دَ   ـ ـدِي ةُ     ج  ار  ـي  ـ ةٌ   . ا لس     ٌَد  ـ ـدِي ةُ     ج  ار  ـي  ـ َ. َ ا لس     
ةٌ  . تُ     ذ   كِـي  ـ تُ     ذ   كِـي ٌَ  ا ل ـبـِن ـ َ. ا ل ـبـِن ـ   

ـرُو رَ  س  ـتُ        م ـ خُ  ةٌ    . ا لْ    ٌَـرُو ر س  ـتُ        م ـ خُ  َ.َ ا لْ    
ـةٌ   .   ف ـتـُو   ح  ةُ       م ـ  ـ ب  ـ ـقـِي ا ل ـح      ٌَف ـتـُو   ح ةُ       م ـ  ـ ب  ـ ـقـِي .   ا ل ـح    

 

 

Terminology 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

English Arabic 

 

Masculine َ1 مُـذ  ك  ـر 

Feminine   ث مُـؤ  ن  ـ  2 
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Exercise 1 
 

Note the gender coordination and translate the following2:  

 

 

Translation Sentence 

د  ةٌ   َ.   ـ ـدِ ي ـةُ       ج  لّ    ج   1 ا  لث  ـ

ر  ةٌ    َ.   ـ بـِي ـةُ     ك ـ ـد  ر   س   2 ا  ل ـم 

ـا لـِسٌ  َ.   3 ا  ل ـمُـد  ر ِ   سُ     ج 

ـةٌ  َ.  ـا لـِس  ةُ     ج   4 ا  ل ـمُـد  ر ِ   س 

ـرُ و  رٌ   َ.  س   5 ا  ل ـو  ل ـدُ     م ـ

ـرُ و  ر  ةٌ   َ.  س  تُ    م ـ  6 ا   ل ـبـِن ـ

لُ      و   سِخٌ  .   ـ دِ ي  7 ا  ل ـمِـن ـ

ةٌ  َ.  ا ر  ةُ    و  سِـخ  ـي  ـ  8 ا  لس  

ـةٌ   َ.  ا ئِـم  ُ    ق ـ ُ م   9 ا  لْ 

ا ئِـمٌ   َ.   10 ا  لْ   بُ    ق ـ

ضٌ   َ.   ـ رِ ي دِ سُ      م ـ ن ـ  11 ا  ل ـمُـه ـ

ـةٌ  َ.  ض   ـ رِ ي ـةُ     م ـ دِ س  ن ـ  12 ا  ل ـمُـه ـ

بُ      ن ـا ئِـمٌ  .   ـ ـبـِي  13 ا  لط  

ـةٌ  َ.  ةُ        ن ـا ئِـم   ـ ب  ـ ـبـِي  14 ا  لط  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Teacher must carry out a full analysis of every sentence, applying all the relevant grammar rules, terminology etc.  
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Exercise 2 
 

Fill in the blanks with an appropriate word, ensuring you place the correct Harakah on each 

word.  

 

 

Translation Sentence 

ـةُ  ...................َ.   1 ا  ل ـمِـر  و  ح 

ـةٌ   َ.   ـائِـم   2 .................. ن

ذٌ   .   ـ  3 .................. ل ـذِ ي

ـةٌ   .  ض   ـ  4 .................. م ـرِ ي

ضٌ   َ.   ـ رِ ي  5 ..............    م ـ

ـرُ    .................  ـط   6 ا  ل ـمِـس 

دِسُ   ..............   ـ ن  7 ا  ل ـمُـه ـ

ـةُ     ..............   دِس   ـ ن  8 ا  ل ـمُـه ـ

ةُ     .................َ.  ق ـ  ـ ـدِ ي  9 ا  ل ـح 

مُ   .....................َ.   ـ ل  10 ا   ل ـق ـ

 .   ٌ  11 ..............    ذ  كِـي 

ةٌ   .   12 ..............    ذ  كِـي  ـ
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