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The Passive Verb and  Deputy Subject 

اعِـلَِل َا َ  ـائِـبُ    ال ـف ـ ـهُـو لُ    و   ن ـج  لُ   ال ـم  ـفِـع ـ  
 

 

• Before we can look the deputy subject, we must first learn what a passive verb is. 

 

• The opposite of an active verb is a passive verb.  

 

• In a passive verb, the doer is not known. Look at the following examples: 

 

 
1b 1a 

Passive Verb 

 نـُصِـر َ
Active Verb 

ـر َ  ن ـص 
He was helped.  

 

Who helped him, we do not know.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He helped. 

 

The Doer is “he”.  

 

 
2b 2a 

Passive Verb 

َ  ضُـرِب 

Active Verb 

َ ب  ـر   ض 
He was hit / He got hit.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He hit. 

 

The Doer is “he”.  

 

 
3b 3a 

Passive Verb 

َ  شُـرِب 

Active Verb 

َش ـرِب َ ـت   
It was drunk.  

 

Who drank? This is not known / mentioned.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

She drank.  

 

The Doer is “she”.  
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Now look at some more examples and work out the translation.  

 

 

Passive - Past Tense Active - Past Tense 

 
It was written.  َ َ .He wrote كُـتـِب  ب   ـ ت  1 ك ـ

حَ   فُـتـِحَ    ـ ت  2 ف ـ

 َ َ  أكُِـل  ل   3 أ ك ـ

ـغَ   مُـضِـغَ   ض   4 م ـ

 َ َ  حُـمِـل  ـل  ـم   5 ح 

هِـمَ   فُـهِـمَ    6 ف ـ

 

 

Pattern (form) of the Passive Verb 
 

You will notice from the above examples, that the past tense passive verb has only one 

form: 

 

َ  فُـعِـل 
 

 

Similarly, the imperfect tense passive verb also has just one form: 

 

 

لَُ  يـُف ـع ـ
 

 

Both past and imperfect passive verbs begin with a Dhamma. 
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Examples of the imperfect tense: 

 

1b 1a 

Passive Verb 

ـرَُ ص   ـ  يـُن
Active Verb 

صُـرَُ  ـ ن  ـ  ي
He is being helped / will be 

helped.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He is helping / will help.  

 

 

The Doer is “he”.  
 

 

 

2b 2a 

Passive Verb 

بَُ ـر   يـُض 
Active Verb 

ـرِبَُ ض   ـ  ي
He is being hit / will be hit.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He is hitting / will hit.  

 

The Doer is “he”.  

 
 

 

3b 3a 

Passive Verb 

بَُ ـر   لَ    يـُش 

Active Verb 

بَُلَ     ـر  ش   ـ ي  
It is not being drunk / will not 

be drunk.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He is not drinking / will not 

drink.  

 

The Doer is “he”.  

 

 

 

4b 4a 

Passive Verb 

ـغَُ ـض   لَ    يـُم 

Active Verb 

ـغَُلَ     ـض  م   ـ ي  
It is not being chewed / will 

not be chewed.  

 

The Doer is NOT known.  

He is not chewing / will not 

chew.  

 

The Doer is “he”.  
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Let us look some examples, ponder over the respective meanings and write them down.  

 

 

Passive - Imperfect Tense Active - Imperfect Tense 

 
It is being written/will 

be written.   َُب  ـ ك ـتـُبَُ  .He is writing will write يـُك ـت  ـ  1 ي

لَُ   ـ ت تـُلَُ  يـُق ـ ق ـ  ـ  2 ي

بَُ   ـ ـل ـلـُبَُ  يـُط  ط   ـ  3 ي

رَُ  ف ـ  ـ فِـرَُلَ      لَ    يـُغ  ـ غ  ـ ي  4 

فَُ  ر  رِفَُلَ      لَ    يـُع ـ ع ـ  ـ ي  5 

ـكَُ  ـح  ـكَُ  يـُض  ـح  ض   ـ  6 ي

 

 

Conclusion & Terminology 

 
Pattern of the Passive 

Imperfect Tense 

= 

لَُ  يـُف ـع ـ

Past Tense 

 = 

َ  فُـعـِل 
 
 

2 1 

Passive Verb 

ـهُـو لَُ ـج  لُ   ال ـم   ا ل ـفِـع ـ
Active Verb 

فَُ رُو  ـع ـ لُ   ال ـم   ا ل ـفِـع ـ
 

 

Note:  

 

You must learn and practice the FULL Paradigm of all the Passive Verbs mentioned so far.  
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Conclusion 
 

We have now covered eight types of verbs: 

 

a) Four from the past tense. 

b) Four from the imperfect tense.  

c) Ensure you are familiar with the Arabic terms.  

 

 

 

ـهُـو لَ ـج   ا  ل ـم 
Passive 

فَ رُو  ـع ـ  ا  ل ـم 
Active 

فَِـ ـن ـ يَ ا  ل ـم   
Negative 

تَ  ـ ب  ـ  ا  ل ـمُـث
Positive 

فَِـ ـن ـ يَ ا  ل ـم   
Negative 

تَ  ـ ب  ـ  ا  ل ـمُـث
Positive 

ا   نـُصِـرَ   م ـ
 

4 

 نـُصِـر َ
 

3 

ـرَ  ا   ن ـص   م ـ
 

2 

ـر َ  ن ـص 
 

1 

لُ  ا  ل ـفِـع ـ
ـاضَِـ يَال ـم   

  

ـرَُ ص   ـ  لَ    يـُن
 

8 

ـرَُ ص   ـ  يـُن
 

7 

صُـرَُ  ـ ن  ـ  لَ    ي
 

6 

صُـرَُ  ـ ن  ـ  ي
 

5 

لُ  ا  ل ـفِـع ـ
ـارِعُ   ال ـمُـض 

 

 

 

Now practice making the above (in the same order) from the following verbs:  

 

حَ   ـ ت  ف ـ
َ  ش ـرِ ب 
َ ل  ـع ـ  ج 
ـمِـدَ   ح 

 ل ـعـِق َ
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اعِـلَِ    ن ـائِـبُ    ال ـف ـ  
اعِـلـُهَ ـم      ف ـ ا   ل ـم    يـُس  ـف ـعُـو  لُ     م ـ (  ) ا  ل ـم   

The Deputy Subject / Deputy Doer 
 

Before we look at the Deputy Subject, note the following: 

 

2 1 

Passive Verb 

 فُـتـِحَ 
It was opened.  

Active Verb 

حَ   ـ ت  ف ـ
He opened.  

 

The Pronoun inside the verb is 

NOT the Doer. 

 

Rather, it is called the Deputy 

Subject. 

 

The Pronoun inside the verb is the 

Doer.  

 

Hidden Pronoun = َ هُـو 
 

Conclusion: 
 

• The active verb will have a doer in it or after it.  
 

 

2 1 

حَ   ـ ت الـر   جُـلُ  َ.     ف ـ  
The man opened.  

 

The doer is after the active verb. 

حَ   ـ ت  ف ـ
He opened.  

 

The doer is inside the active verb.  
 

 

• Similarly, the passive verb will have a deputy subject in it or after it. 

 

2 1 

ا بَُ    فُـتـِحَ   ـ َ.   ال ـب  
The door was opened.  

 

The deputy subject is after the 

passive verb. 

 فُـتـِحَ 
It was opened.  

 

The deputy subject is inside the 

passive verb.  
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Now let us look at examples where the deputy subject is after the passive verb (as an 

apparent noun and not as a pronoun inside the verb).  

 

 
1b 1a 

اَبَُ  .  ـ  فُـتـِحَ     ال ـب
The door was opened.  

اب   .  ـ دٌ    ال ـب  ـ ح     ز ي  ـ ت  ف ـ
Zaid opened the door.   

 

What was opened is known. 

Who opened it, is not known.  

 

The Doer is NOT known. 

 

The Doer is Zaid.  

 

The Doer is known. 

 

 
2b 2a 

صِـي َـرَُ  َ. َ   ال ـع ـ  شُـرِب 
The juice was drunk. 

ر   َ.  ـ صِـي تُ   ال ـع ـ  ـ تَِ   ال ـبـِن  ـ  ش ـرِب
The girl drank the juice.   

 

What was drunk is known.  

 

The Doer is NOT known. 
 

The Doer is “the girl”.  

 

The Doer is known. 

 

 
3b 3a 

سُ  . رَ  بَُ  الد    ـ  يـُك ـت
The lesson is being written / will 

be written.  

س   . ر  ـالـِدٌ   الد   ك ـتـُبُ   خ   ـ  ي
Khalid is writing/will write the 

lesson.   
 

What was written is known.  

Who wrote the lesson is not 

known.  

 

The Doer is “Khalid”.  

 

The Doer is known. 

 

 
4b 4a 

قـِي َـرُ  َ. ـرَُ   ال ـف ـ ص   ـ  يـُن
The poor person is being 

helped/will be helped.  

ر   َ.  ـ قـِي صُـرُ   ال ـف ـ  ـ  ن ـن
We are helping/will help the 

poor person.   
 

Who was helped is known. 

 

Who helped the poor person is 

not known / mentioned.   

 

The Doer is “we”.  

 

The Doer is known. 
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Notes: 

 

1. You will notice from the above examples, that in a passive verb the doer (the person 

doing the work) is NOT known.  

 

2. Who the action (work) is done upon is known. This is known as the DEPUTY 

SUBJECT or DEPUTY DOER. 

 

3. In Arabic the word ـائِـب   ,means Deputy. A deputy takes the place of the original. Thus ن

the DEPUTY SUBJECT takes the place of the Doer.  

 

Example:  

 
1b 1a 

ابَُ  َ.  ـ  فُـتـِح     ال ـب
The door was opened.  

اب   َ.  ـ دٌ    ال ـب  ـ ح     ز ي  ـ ت  ف ـ
Zaid opened the door.   

اعِـلَ اب  =  ن ـائِـبُ    ال ـف ـ  ـ د   =   فـاعِـل ا ل ـب  ـ   ز ي
 

 

4. The most important point to note is that the Deputy Subject will ALWAYS be in the 

NOMINATIVE CASE.  

 

5. Refer to all the examples given so far. They are all in the NOMINATIVE CASE.  

 

6. All Duals and Sound Masculine Plurals will thus be as follows: 

 

 

1b  1a 

Sound Masculine Plural  Dual 
.َ مِـنَُو نَ  ـرُ   ال ـمُـؤ  ص   ـ  يـُن

The believers are being helped 
/ will be helped.  

انََِ.  ـ اب  ـ  فُـتـِح     ال ـب
The two doors were opened. 

ن  َ. اجِـرَُو  ـرُ   الـت  ـ ص   ـ  يـُن
The merchants are being 
helped / will be helped.  

انََِ. ـرُ   ال ـف ـقـِي َـرَ  ص   ـ  يـُن
The two poor persons are 

being helped.  
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Modern Vocabulary – Shopping & Eating 

 

Food – General words 
 

French Fries َة لـِي  ـ ق ـ ـاطِـس   م ـ ط   1 ب ـ

Sandwich ة ر   ـ  2 ش ـطِـي

Sandwich ـد و تـش  ـا ن  3  س 

Soup َـا ء  4 حِـس 

Rice  َ5 أ  رُ ز 

Grilled ـوِ ي َم َـ ش   6 

Olive َتـُو ن  ـ  7 ز  ي

Olive oil تـُو ن  ـ ي تُ   الز    ـ  8 ز ي

 

Vegetables 

 

Vegetables. َاو ات ر  ـض   1 خ 

Onion. َل ص   2 ب ـ

Carrot. َـز ر  3 ج 

Potato. ة اط  ط   4 ب ـ

Aubergine. َِـانَ ب اذ  ـج  ن  5 

Lettuce. َ ـس   6 خ 

Pumpkin. اء /   دُ ب  ـ ن   َ  طِـي ـ ق ـ  ـ  7 ي

Garlic.  8 ثُو م 

Ginger.  ل  ـ بـِي  ـج   9 ز ن

Cucumber 10 خِـي ار 
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Exercise 1 
 

Using the respective root letters, practice the Paradigms of the following Verbs. 

 

Ponder also on the translation. Do not forget to write the verbs.  

 
4 3 2 1 

ـارِعَُ لُ  ال ـمُـض   ا ل ـفِـع ـ
ـهُـو لُ   َ  ـج  ال ـم   

فَِـ ـن ـ ي َال ـم   

ـارِعَُ لُ  ال ـمُـض   ا ل ـفِـع ـ
ـهُـو لُ   َ  ـج  ال ـم   

تَ  ـ ب  ـ  ال ـمُـث

ـاضَِـ لُ  ال ـم    يَا ل ـفِـع ـ
ـهُـو لُ   َ  ـج  ال ـم   

فَِـ ـن ـ ي َال ـم   

ـاضَِـ لُ  ال ـم       يَا ل ـفِـع ـ
ـهُـو لُ  ـج   ال ـم 

تَ  ـ ب  ـ  ال ـمُـث
بَُ  ـ بَُ لَ    يـُك ـت  ـ َ يـُك ـت ا    كُـتـِب  )ن(     ك   ت   ب  م ـ  

َكَُ ـتـِب   

1 

(س)       ش   ر   ب     
.َ............. 

2 

(ض)         ح    م   ل     
.َ............. 

3 

)نَ(           ق   ت   ل     
.َ............. 

4 

َ(ض)        ك  س   ر     
.َ............. 

5 

(ف)        س    أ   ل     
.َ............. 

6 

(ف)           ج   ع   ل     
.َ............. 

7 
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Exercise 2 
 

Change the following sentences to a passive verb and deputy doer. As relevant construct 

with duals and sound plurals as well (refer to the example).  

 

 

Passive Verb + Deputy Subject Active Verb + Doer + Object 
 

َـ /   ال ـمُـد ر َِ   سَُسُـمِـع     ال ـمُـد ر َِ سَُـ  انَِس  و نَ /  ال ـمُـد ر ِ  
 

……………………………………. 

س   َ. ـمِـع     ال ـو ل ـدُ  ال ـمُـد ر ِ  س 
 
 

……………………………………. 

1 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـتَِ ح   ـ ت ةُ    ف ـ ر   ـ ا باً.   ال ـمُـدِ ي  ـ ب  

 

…..........…………………………. 

2 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

و زاً  َ. جُـلُ  م ـ ل    الر    أ  ك ـ
 

…..........…………………………. 

3 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

س   . ر  ـالـِبُ   الد   ك ـتـُبُ    الط    ـ  لَ     ي
 

……………………………………. 

4 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ا باًَ.  ـ رُ    ب  ـ ح     ال ـمُـدِ ي  ـ ت  ف ـ
 

……………………………………. 

5 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

غ    الر   جُـلُ   تُـف  ا حَ  ـا لـِدٍ  .م ض        خ 
 

……………………………………. 

6 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

مَ   ـ ل ر    و  ل ـدٌ     ق ـ س  ذِ   َ.    الـت ـِل َك ـ  ـ ـمِـي  
 

……………………………………. 

7 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـم    َ. ح  خُ    الل  ـ  ـ ـب ط   ـ  ي
……………………………………. 

8 
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Exercise 3 
 

Change the following sentences to a passive verb and deputy doer. As relevant construct 

with duals and sound plurals as well (refer to the example).  

 

 

Passive Verb + Deputy Subject Active Verb + Doer + Object 
 

ا   أَُ .  انََِـت ـُف  ـاحَ ـال/     حَُت ـُف  ـاــل    الكَِ  م ـ  

 

……………………………………. 

ُ  الت ـُف  ـاحَ  ـا ب  ل     الش   ا   أ   ك ـ َ.م ـ  

 
 

……………………………………. 

1 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

َ ا ب   ـ ت ح     ال ـو  ل ـدُ    ال ـب ا   ف ـ .م ـ  

 

…..........…………………………. 

2 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

د    ال ًَـو  ج  و  ز ا جِـرُ   م ـ . َ ات  ـ  
 

…..........…………………………. 

3 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ر َ ا باًَ.    أ   ق ـ  ـ ـالـِدٌ    كِـت خ   
 

……………………………………. 

4 

 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ن    ـ ـا كِـي ـس  ا     ال ـم  ـرُ و  َ.ن ـص   
 

……………………………………. 

5 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ا ء    َ.  ـ  ـبـِي ث     الُله    الْ   ن ع ـ  ـ  ب
 

……………………………………. 

6 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

ل  .  ـ ـمِـي ـر    ال ـج  ص  عُـو  ا    ال ـق ـ  ـ ـن  ص 
 

……………………………………. 

7 

…………………. 
 

……………………………………. 

آن   . تُ   ال ـقُـر   ـ ـف ـظُ    ال ـبـِن ح   ت ـ
 

……………………………………. 

8 
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Exercise 4 
 

Analyse each sentence and translate.  

 

English Arabic 

بُ   الـت ـُف  ـاح  .   ـ ـبـِي  1 أ   ك ـل    الط  

ةُ   الـت ـُف  ـاح  َ.   أ   ك ـل تَِ   ـ ب  ـ ـبـِي الط    2 

 3 أُ كِـل    الـت ـُف  ـاحُ َ. 

ـر  بـُو ا     ةً    و    ه   ـ ب  ـ ـقـِي ـر  قُـو ا     ح  ـو قِ  .إِ س  ُ لَ    الس   4 

ةٌ  َ.   ـ ب  ـ ـقـِي ت    ح   5 سُـرِق ـ

ا م    ـع ـ بـُو ا   الط    ـ ـل ثُـم       أ  ك ـلـُو ا  َ.    ط   6 

ا مُ  َ.  ـع ـ  7 طُـلـِب   الط  

ـك ـتـُو   ب   َ.  جُـلُ   ال ـم  ك ـتـُبُ   الر    ـ  8 ي

ـك ـتـُو   بُ  َ.  بُ    ال ـم   ـ  9 يـُك ـت

ـم   َ.  ح  ـالـِدٌ   الل  ـ ـع    خ  ط   10 ق ـ

ـمُ َ.  ح   11 قُـطِـع   الل  ـ

ـان  َ.  س   ـ ِ ن ق    الَ   ـ ـل  12 خ 

ـانُ  َ.  س   ـ ِ ن  13 خُـلـِق    الَ 

ـع     م ـالًَ  .  ـم   14 ج 

 15 جُـمِـع     م ـالٌ  َ. 

حَُيـُ  ـد  هِـد انِ  َ.     م   ـ ـت ذ  انِ    ال ـمُـج   ـ مِـي  ـ الـت ـِل  16 

ـفَٰ  ش   ـ ـت ـا نِ     إلَِ     ال ـمُـس  ض   ـ ـرِ ي ـلُ     ال ـم  ـم  َ.يـُح   17 

ن   َ.   ـ د    الُله     ال ـمُـؤ  مِـنِـي  18 و  ع ـ

 19 وُ عِـد    ال ـمُـؤ  مِـنـُو  ن    . 

ا سُ   َ.  لُ     الـن  ـ  ـ ـئ  20 يـُس 
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Exercise 5 
 

Construct the following sentences.  

Pay special attention to gender / number coordination and the correct case ending.  

 

 
Example + Translation  Type of sentence 

 
 

……………………………………..……………………………… 
 
 
 

Verbal sentence, 
containing an 

imperfect tense with 
an apparent doer. 

1 

 
 

…………………………….………….…………………………… 
 

 

Verbal sentence, 
containing an 

imperfect tense with 
an object that is 

plural.  

2 

 
 

………………………………..………..…………………………… 
 

 

Verbal sentence 
containing a past 

tense with an object 
in dual form.  

3 

 
 

…………………………………………………………………………… 
 

 

Nominal sentence 
containing a 
possessive 
compound.  

4 

 
 

……………………………………..……………………………… 
 
 
 

Nominal sentence 
containing an 

adjectival compound.  

5 
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Exercise 6 
 

Identify all nouns and verbs.  

Circle the nouns and underline the verbs.  

Look for the obvious “physical” signs of nouns and verbs.  

 

 

 ۰۰۱اَلَمْ نَشْرَحْ لَكَ صَدْرَك 

 ۰۰۲وَ وَضَعْنَا عَنْكَ وِزْرَكك

 ۰۰۳الَّذِيْۤ اَنْقَضَ ظَهْرَك 

 ۰۰۴وَ رَفَعْنَا لَكَ ذِكْرَكَؕ

 ۰۰۵فَاِنَّ مَعَ الْعُسْرِ يُسْرًك 

 ۰۰۶اِنَّ مَعَ الْعُسْرِ يُسْرًَؕ

 ۰۰۷فَاِذَا فَرَغْتَ فَانْصَبك

 ۰۰۸وَ اِلٰى رَبِّكَ فَارْغَبْؒ
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Exercise 7 – English to Arabic 

 
1. Analyse what each word would be in terms of grammar.  

2. Determine the meaning (translation) of each word individually. 

3. Ensure the Possessive Compound is constructed correctly.  

 

 

He wrote the lesson.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

1 

The lesson was written.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

2 

She is going to the new school.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

3 

The two apples were eaten.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

4 

The Quran was memorised.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

5 

The two boys are memorising the Quran.  

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

6 

The milk is being drunk. 

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

7 

The new student is drinking the cold milk in the school’s kitchen. 

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

8 

The delicious food was cooked and eaten. 

 

.َ....................................................................................... 

9 
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