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َـة     الر َ فـْعُِ     اَ لـت ـَثـْنِـيـَةُ  وَ     حَـا ل  
Using Duals and the Nominative Case 

What is a Dual?  
 

1. Most languages have the following: 

 

Singular words 

 

Plural words 

 

2. Very few languages have a word that is in between singular and plural: i.e. dual.  

 

3. A dual is a grammatical number that is used in some languages in addition to the 

singular and plural.  

 

4. The English language does not have a dual. Look at the following examples: 

 

Plural Dual Singular 
Books Two books Book 1 

Pens Two Pens Pen 2 

Houses Two Houses House 3 

Ships Two Ships Ship 4 

Phones Two Phones Phone 5 

 

5. In the above examples, the word two has to be used to show the dual. 

 

6. Arabic has a singular, dual, and plural form for verbs, nouns, pronouns etc.  

 

7. We have already looked at verbs that are dual. Some examples are:  

 

Plural Dual Singular 

وْا  1 شَـرِبَُ شَـرِبـَا شَـرِب ـ

 2 شَـرِبـَتُْ شَـرِبـَتـَاُ شَـرِبـْنَُ

مُْ مَـاُ شَـرِبـْت ـ  3 شَـرِبـْتَُ شَـرِبـْت ـ
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8. We will now look at how to make a Dual from nouns. Look at the following examples 

and take note of how the Dual is made:  

 

 

Broken 

Plural1 

Dual Singular 

بُ ـت ـ ُْ ك  ـنُِكِـتـَابـَي انُِكِـتـَابـَ   1 كِـتـَاب 

ـيـْنُِقـَلـَمَُ أقَـْلََم انُِقـَلـَمَـ   2 قـَلـَم 

وْت  ـ ي يـْنُِبـَيـْتَُـ ب ـ انُِبـَيـْتـَ   3 بـَيـْتُ 

يـْنُِمِـفْـتـَاحَُـ مـَفـَاتـِيـْحُ انُِمِـفْـتـَاحَـ   4 مِـفْـتـَاحُ 

يـْنُِابِـْنَُـ أبَـْنـَاءُ انُِبـْنـَ  اُِ  بـْنُ اُِ   5 

َـدَ  أوَْلََدُ يـْنُِوَل َـدَُ وَُ  انُِل َـدُ وَُ  ل  6 

يـْنُِحَـدِيـْقـَتَُـ حَـدَائِـق انُِحَـدِيـْقـَتـَ   7 حَـدِيـْقـَة 

 

 

9. You will notice the following in the above examples: 

 

 

a) There are two different ways to represent a dual.  

 

b) One dual has a ُِان at the end of the word, and the letter before it has a Fatha. 

 

c) The other dual has ُِيـْن at the end of the word, and the letter before it has a Fatha. 

 

d) Thus, making a singular word into a dual is very straightforward.  

 
 

 
 

 
1 At this stage the broken plural is for information purposes only and to familiarise learners with such words.  
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Which Dual will be used? 

 

 

The question that now arises is, which Dual will be used where?  

 

For example, how would you make the following nominal sentence (consisting of a subject 

and predicate) into dual? 

ْـبـَيـْت       جَـدِ يـْدٌ   .  اَ ل
 

Looking at the two forms of dual, there are a total of four probabilities:  

 

 

ْـبـَيـْتـَ ? ُ.انِ  ُ جَـدِ يـْدَ        انِ اَ ل  1 

ْـبـَيـْتَُـ ? ُ.يـْنِ  ُ جَـدِ يـْدَ         يـْنِ اَ ل  2 

ْـبـَيـْتـَ ? ُ.   يـْنُِ جَـدِ يـْدَ         انُِاَ ل  3 

? َُ ْـبـَيـْت ُ.   انُِ جَـدِ يـْدَُ        ـيـْنُِاَ ل  4 

 

Only one of the above four is correct!  

 

Before we look at this, let us learn some new terminology. 

 

 

Terminology  
 

 
4 3 2 1 

Broken Plural2 

 

ُْـ ـرجَـمْـعُ اَ ل ـكَـس َ ْـم        ال

Plural 

 

 جَـمْـع

Dual 

 

 تـَثـْنِـيـَة

Singular 

 

 وَ احِـدُ
 

 
2 The opposite of a broken plural is a “sound plural”. In a sound plural the singular form remains intact, whereas it does not 

remain intact in a broken plural (hence the name “broken”).  
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Convert the following words to Dual form (ensure your writing is neat and legible):  
 

Dual 

 

Accusative + Genitive Case 

Dual 

 

Nominative Case 

Singular 

يـْنُِعـَيـْنَُـ انُِعـَيـْنـَ    عـَيـْنُ 

يـْنُِشَـفـَتَُـ انُِشَـفـَتـَ    شَـفـَة 

 1 أ  ذ  نُ  

 2 يـَدُ  

 3 رِ جْلُ  

 4 قدََم  

 5 كعَبُْ  

 6 كـَتـِفُ  

 7 سَـي ـَا رَ ة  

اجَـةُ    8 دَ ر َ
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New Terminology - The Nominative Case 
 

َـة     الر َ فـْعُِ  حَـا ل
 

Before looking at the new terminology, a reminder that the following all contain a Dhamma:  

 

 

ْـبـَيـْت        جَـدِيـْدٌُُ.  1 مـبـتـدأ   و    خـبـرُ الَ

َـدُ  ُ ُ. ْـوَل  2 فـاعـلُ سَـمِـعَ      ال

ُ      جَـدِيـْدًا  ُ. ْـبـَيـْت  ُ كـَانَ   ال كَـانَُ    ا سـم   3 

ْـبـَيـْتَ     جَـدِيـْدٌُ  ُ. ُ إِ ن َ    ال إن ُ     خـبـر   4 

 

 

a) Till now, we learnt that the above will have a DHAMMA. This was to make it easy to 

understand. 

 

b) We will now look at this in a more grammatical manner, using the APPROPRIATE 

terminology.  

 

c) The appropriate terminology is:  

 

The مـبـتـدأ is always in the nominative case.  

The خـبـر is always in the nominative case.  

The فـاعـل is always in the nominative case.  

The ا سـم of َُكـَان always in the nominative case.  

The خـبـر of ُ إن   is always in the nominative case.  
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RULE: The nominative case is represented in most singular words3 by a Dhamma.  

 

 

All the examples we have done so far reflect this, including the above examples.  

 

From this point onwards we will explain in this manner:  

 

 

َُـد   ُ. ْـوَل  سَـمِـعَ      ال

 

1. The word َـد ْـوَ ل  .فـاعـل is in the nominative case as it is the اَ ل

2. The فـاعـل is always in the nominative case.  

3. The nominative case in most singular words is represented by a Dhamma. 

4.  Hence, َـد ْـوَ ل   .has a Dhamma اَ ل

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3 And in most broken plurals.  
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Exercise 1 
 

 

1. Explain the following using the example. 

2. Why are the highlighted words in the nominative case?  

3. Ensure you mention all points in the correct sequence.  

 

 

Explanation Sentence 

The word ـل  .فـاعـل is in the nominative case as it is the اَ لر َ ج 
The فـاعـل is always in the nominative case.  

The nominative case in most singular words is 

represented by a Dhamma.  

 

.ُ ُ   ُ ـل   هَـرَ بَُ     ُ الُر َ ج 

 

1 

 

ْـبـَيـْت        جَـدِيـْدٌُُ.   الَ
 
 

2 

ُ      جَـدِيُْـدًا  ُ.  ْـبـَيـْت   كـَانَ   ال
 
 

3 

ْـبـَيـْتَ     جَـدِيـْدٌُ  ُ.   انِ َ    ال
 
 

4 

ـفْـل   ُ.  ِ  جَـلـسَ    الط 
 
 

5 
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How to represent Duals in the Nominative Case  
 

َـة     الر َ فـْعُِ  حَـا ل
 

As mentioned earlier, there are a total of four probabilities in the sentence containing a 

subject and predicate:  

ْـبـَيـْتـَانِ        جَـدِ يـْدَ انِ   ُ. ?  1 اَ ل

ْـبـَيـْتـَيـْنِ        جَـدِ يـْدَ  يـْنِ   .  2 اَ ل

ْـبـَيـْتـَانِ        جَـدِ يـْدَ  يـْنِ   ُ.  3 اَ ل

ْـبـَيـْتـَيـْنِ        جَـدِ يـْدَ انِ   .  4 اَ ل

 

RULE:  

 

The nominative case is represented in duals by ُِان .  
Thus, only that Dual will be used (for example) in a Subject & predicate that has the ُِان.  
 

From the above four probabilities, only this sentence is correct:  

 

ْـبـَيـْتـَ .   انُِجَـدِ يـْدَ         انُِاَ ل  
 

 

We will explain in this manner:  

 

َُ ْـبـَيـْت ُ.   انُِ جَـدِ يـْدَُ        انُِـاَ ل  

The word ْـبـَيـْتـَانُِ  .مـبـتـد أ is in the nominative case as it is the      اَ ل
The مـبـتـد أ is always in the nominative case.  

The nominative case in duals is represented by ُِان.  
 

 

The word    ِجَـدِ يـْدَ ان is in the nominative case as it is the  .خـبـر    ُ 

The خـبـر is always in the nominative case.  

The nominative case in duals is represented by ُِان.  



Syntax No. 11 | Alimiyyah | MFK 

9 | P a g e  

Exercise 2 
 

Explain which one is correct and why?  

 

 

1b 1a 

ـدَ ر ِ  سَـيـْنِ  ُ. ْـم   نـَصَـرَ    ال
The (two) teachers helped. 

ـدَ ر ِ  سَـا نِ  . ْـم   نـَصَـرَ    ال
The (two) teachers helped.  

 

 

 

 

2b 2a 

ـهـَنـْدِ سَـان ِ    ُ. ْـم   أَ كَـلَ     ال
The (two) engineers ate. 

ـهـَنـْدِ سَـيـْنِ  ُ. ْـم   أَ كَـلَ     ال
The (two) engineers ate.   

 

 

 

 

3b 3a 

ـوْ رَ يـْنِ    ُ. ْـقـَلـَمَـيـْنِ      مـَكْـس   اَ ل
The (two) pens are broken.    

ـوْ رَ انِ   . ْـقـَلـَمَـا نِ    مـَكْـس   اَ ل
The (two) pens are broken.    

 

 

 

 

4b 4a 

ـي ـَا  رَ   تـَيـْنِ       ثـَمِـيـْنـَتـَيـْنِ  ُ.  اَ لـس َ
The (two) cars are expensive.     

ـي ـَا  رَ   تـَا نِ     ثـَمِـيـْنـَتـَا  نِ   ُ.  اَ لـس َ
The (two) cars are expensive.     

 

 

 

 

5b 5a 

ـبـِيـْبـَتـَيـْنِ  ُ.  فـَتـَحَـتِ     الط َ
The (two) doctors opened.   

ـبـِيـْبـَتـَا نِ  ُ.  فـَتـَحَـتِ     الط َ
The (two) doctors opened.   
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Exercise 3 
 

Ask yourself the following questions and give the answer:  

 

 Question Answer 

1 What is the case of the Subject & 

Predicate? 

 

N ………………. Case 

2 How is the NOMINATIVE case 

shown in nouns that are 

SINGULAR? 

 

3 How is the NOMINATIVE case 

shown in nouns that are DUAL? 

 

 represents the NOMINATIVE انُِ 4

case in DUAL nouns. 

True or False? 

 represents the NOMINATIVE يـْنُِ 5

case in DUAL nouns. 

True or False? 

ـوْ رٌ  . 6 ْـقـَلـَم      مَـكْـس    ?Correct or Incorrect اَ  ل

Give the reason. 

ـي ـَا رَ ة      كَـبـِيـْرَ ةً    . 7   ?Which part is incorrect اَ لـس َ

Give the reason. 

ـبـِيـْبـَانِ    ضَـاحِـكَـانِ  . 8   ?Correct or Incorrect الَط َ

Give the reason.  

َـدَانِ    سَـامِـعـَانِ  ُ. 9 ْـوَل  ?Correct or Incorrect الَ

Give the reason. 

ـلـَيـْنِ    هَـارِبـَيـْنِ  ُ. 10 ج   ?Correct or Incorrect الَر َ

Give the reason. 

وْحَـيـْنِ  .ُ  11 ْـمَـسْـجِـدَيـْنِ     مَـفْـت ـ  ?Correct or Incorrect الَ

Give the reason. 

ـاعـَتـَانِ    جَـدِيـْدَ تـَيـْنِ   ُ. 12   ?Which part is incorrect الَس َ

Give the reason. 

ـوْرَانِ   .الَس ُِ 13 ـيـْنـَيـْنِ    مَـكْـس  ـك ِ  Which part is incorrect?  

Give the reason. 

 

 

Note: 

 

It is very important to understand the above, as it will be needed in almost all of the Arabic 

you will learn from this point onwards.  

 

Before we look at the other two cases (Accusative & Genitive), complete the following 

exercises.  
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Terminology  
 
 

4 3 2 1 

Broken Plural 

 

ـر ـكَـس َ ْـم  ْـجَـمْـع      ال  اَ ل

Plural 

 

 جَـمْـع

Dual 

 

 تـَثـْنِـيـَة

Singular 

 

 وَ احِـدُ
Example: 

 

 

 أَ  قـْلََمُ

Example: 

 

 

 أَ  قـْلََمُ

Example: 

 

 

 قـَلـَمَـا نِ  /    قـَلـَمَـيـْنُِ

Example: 

 

 

 قـَلـَمُ
 

 

 

Nominative Case 

 

َـة     الـر َ فـْعُِ  حَـا ل
 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

 

Nominative Case 

َـة     الـر َ فـْعُِ  حَـا ل

Represented by:  

 

Dhamma 

Singular 

Nouns4 

 
Represented by:  

 ا نُِ
Dual 

Nouns 

 

 

 
4 And most broken plurals.  
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Master Conclusion of Grammar Rules  

 

 
3 2 1 

َـةُ   حَـا ل
ُِ    الـجَـر 

 
Genitive Case 

َـة       ُ حَـا ل
 الـن ـَصْـبُِ

 
Accusative Case 

َـةُ      ُ   حَـا ل
 الر َ فـْعُِ

 
Nominative Case 

   

ُِ ْـجَـر   مـجـرور    بـِحَـرْفِ   ال
 

ضَـافـَةُِمـجـرور    بـِالُْ  

 مفعول   بـه
ُ إُِاسـم     ن َ  

 خـبـر     كـانُ

 مـبـتـدأُ
 خـبـرُ

 اسـم    كـانُ
ن َُإِ ِخـبـر        

 فـاعـلُ
Total: 

2 
Total: 

12 
Total: 

8 

 

 

 
You must be able to clearly explain how each case ending is shown in different 

types of nouns. 

 

 

The accusative and genitive cases will be covered in the next handout.  
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Exercise 4 
 

a) Change the following words into Duals.  

b) Do not forget to translate.  

 

 

Translation Dual Singular 

Accusative + Genitive 

Case 

Nominative Case 

 1 قـَصْـرُ   

 2 صَـنـَمُ   

 3 ثـَوْبُ   

 4 حَـقـِيـْبـَةُ   

ـادةَ     5 سَـج َ

 6 طَـائِـرَة   

 7 حَـافـِظُ   

 8 عـَابـِدُ   

َـاصِـرُ     9 ن

وْح     10 مـَفْـت ـ

ـوْ لُمَُـ    حْـم   11 

وْقُ     ـ  12 مـَخْـل

 13 فـَقـِيـْرُ   

ي ُغـَنُِـ     14 
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Exercise 5 
 

1. Change the following sentences into Dual form. Remember that Subject & Predicate 

must have gender and number coordination.  

2. Analyse each sentence and also determine why ُِان has been used.  

3. Do not forget to translate.  

 

Dual Singular 
 

Subject & Predicate 
 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـل     هَـارِبٌ  ُ. ج   الَر َ
 

……………………………………. 

1 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

َـذِيـْذٌ  ُ. رْت ـقـَال     ل  ـ ْـب  الَ
 

……………………………………. 

2 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ْـخَـادِمـَة     مـَرِيـْضَـةٌ ُ.  الَ
 

…..........…………………………. 

3 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ْـمَـرْأَ ة     صَـالـِحَـةٌ  .  اَ ل
 
 

……………………………………. 

4 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ْـ ْـعـِرَاقِ   ُ.اَ ل ـهـَدِي ـَة      مِـنَ    ال  
 

……………………………………. 

5 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

َُ َُ  ا ْـجَـبـَلِ   . لْ سَـد     عـَلََ   ال  
 

……………………………………. 

6 
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Exercise 6 
 

a) Change the following sentences into Dual form.  

 

Note: Even though the Doer could be more than one person, as the action remains ONE, the 

verb will also remain singular.  

b) Analyse each sentence and also determine why ُِان has been used.  

c) Do not forget to translate.  

 

Dual Singular 
 

Verb + Doer 
 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

َـد   ُ. ْـوَل  سَـمِـعَ   ال
 
 

……………………………………. 

1 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـل  . ج   شَـرِبَ    الر َ
 

 

……………………………………. 

2 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـبـِيـْب   . َـصَـرَ   الط َ  مـَا    ن
 
 

……………………………………. 

3 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ْـعـِرَاقِ  . ْـقـِطَـار     مِنَ   ال  وَصَـلَ    ال
 
 

……………………………………. 

4 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

ـسْـلـِم   ُ. ْـم  د     ال  ـ  يـَعـْب

 

……………………………………. 

5 

 

……………….. 
 

……………………………………. 

الـِبـَة    ُ.  لََ  تـَفْـهـَم    الط َ

……………………………………. 

6 
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Extension 

 

Duals of the Active and Passive Participles   
 

 

We have looked at Active and Passive Participles already. Some examples are:  

 

 
2  1 

ْـمَـفْـع ـوْ لُ  اِ سْـم     ال
The Passive Participle 

ْـفَـاعِـلُ  اسِْـم     ال
The Active Participle. 

وْ  ق  ـ  مـَخْـل
Created (i.e. creation) 

لـِق خَـا  
Creator (Allah) 

ـوْ رُ  مـَنـْص 
Helped / Someone helped 

َـا صِـرُ ن  
Helper / Someone helping 

 مـَشْـر  وْ بُ
Drunk / Something drunk 

(i.e. a drink) 

رِبُ شَـا  
Drinker / Someone drinking 

وْ بُ  مـَكْـت ـ
Written (i.e. a letter) 

تـِبُ كـَا  
Writer 

 

 

Duals of these words are very straightforward, you simply add ُِان or يـنِ      .  

Look at these examples:  

 

 
2 

Dual 

1 

Singular 

َـا   يـْنُِصِـرَُ ن
َـا   تـَيـْنِ صِـرَُ ن

َـا   انُِصِـرَُ ن
َـا   تـَا نُِصِـرَُ ن

َـا صِـرُ ن  
َـا   ةُصِـرَُ ن

ْـفَـاعِـلُ  اسِْـم     ال

ـوْ رَ يـْنُِ  مـَنـْص 
ـوْ رَ تـَيـْنُِ   مـَنـْص 

ـوْ رَ انُِ  مـَنـْص 
ـوْ رَ تـَا نُِ  مـَنـْص 

ـوْ رُ  مـَنـْص 
ـوْ رَ ةُ  مـَنـْص 

ْـمَـفْـع ـوْ لُ  اِ سْـم     ال
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Exercise 7 
 

 

Write down and practice the duals of the following:  

 

 
2 

Dual 

1 

Singular 

 شَـا رِ بُ  
 شَـا رِ بـَةُ

ْـفَـاعِـلُ  اسِْـم     ال

 مـَشْـر  وْ بُ  
 مـَشْـر  وْ بـَة

ْـمَـفْـع ـوْ لُ  اِ سْـم     ال

 
2 

Dual 

1 

Singular 

 حَـا فـِظ  
 حَـا فـِظَـةُ

ْـفَـاعِـلُ  اسِْـم     ال

 مـَحْـف ـوْ ظ  
ـوْ ظَـةُ  مـَحْـف 

ْـمَـفْـع ـوْ لُ  اِ سْـم     ال

 

 
2 

Dual 

1 

Singular 

 سَـا ئِـلُ  
 سَـا ئِـلـَةُ

ْـفَـاعِـلُ  اسِْـم     ال

 مـَسْـؤ  وْ ل  
َـة  مـَسْـؤ  وْ ل

ْـمَـفْـع ـوْ لُ  اِ سْـم     ال

 

 

 عـَا لـِمُ سَـاجِـدُ شَـا كِـرُ صَـا بـِرُ
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Vocabulary Bank 
 

 

Singular Meaning  Plural 

يـَةُ ا ُ 1  Sign ُ يـَات ا  
وْ م Knowledge عِـلـْم 2  ـ  ع ـل
يُقـَا ضُِـ 3  Judge ُق ـضَـا ة 
وْ ك Kings مـَلـِك 4  ـ ـل  م 
 أَ ذْ كِـيـَا ءُ Clever ذَ كِـي ُ 5
 أَ وْ لـِيـَا ءُ Friend وَ لـِي ُ 6
 ع ـلـَمَـا ءُ  Scholar عـَا لـِمُ 7
ـعـَفـَا ءُ  Weak ضَـعـِيـْفُ 8  ض 
 و  زَ رَاءُ Minister وَ  زِ يـْر 9

 Sorry آ سِـف 10
(Adjective) َُـوْ ن  آ سِـف 

 أ شْـخَـاصُ Person شَـخْـصُ 11
 شِـرَ ار Naughty شَـرِ يـْرُ 12
ـوْ لُ 13 ـلُ Messenger رَ س   ر  س 
َـبـِي ُ 14  أَ نـْبـِيـَا ءُ Prophet ن
 مـَسَـا كِـيـْن Poor مِـسْـكِـيـْن 15
  Treatment عِـلََج 16
ـوْ رُ Palace قـَصْـرُ 17  ق ـص 
 أَ يـْدِ يُ Hand يـَدُ 18
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