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Definite and Indefinite Nouns

Just as nouns are (for example) masculine and feminine, they are also grouped into:

4

é},iﬂ\ 4

Note their respective definitions:

2 1

Indefinite Noun

Definite (Proper) Noun

This noun does not refer to a
specific person, object, or place.

This noun refers to a specific
person, object, or place.

This noun will not contain the
definite article and usually has a
Tanween.

Example:
& P
Sy

A book.

Referring to any book.

Nouns containing the definite
article () are definite.

Example:
Wty

The book.

Referring to a specific book.
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Notes:

a verb.

noun.

They can never co-exist in a noun (i.e. be in a noun at the same time).

The above clearly demonstrates that the definite article and Tanween are two
opposites.

It is also important to remember that the definite article and Tanween never enter upon

Thus, the definite article and Tanween are (physical) signs of a word being a

e Just as the definite article is the sign of a definite noun, there are also several other
nouns that are considered as a definite noun. These are:

Examples Arabic definition Type of definite noun
L,j Cﬁﬁ /44 )QLZME All personal pronouns | 1
5ch /130 §(/L:~ ?j\ ﬁL’ch All d;;gzglslt;gtivel 2
, :’T / Cf gji ﬁd 35 3_;3‘ ﬁu.:f\jf All relative pronouns 3
"'U"J?u | 035 },.12. All names of people. 4
C)&ﬂ | s p.l_E. All names of places. 5
& fv-“ & LZ'-S o La-% The possessed. 6

Now that you are aware of the different types of definite nouns, you will be able to make a

variety of nominal sentences. The next section looks at this.

! These nouns are used to point towards a person or object.
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The subject (luxw) is mostly always a definite noun

Rule: The subject (luxs) is mostly a definite (proper) noun.
Rule: The predicate (=) is mostly an indefinite noun (5.55).

Thus, the various categories of definite nouns all will qualify to be the subject (Tuxw).
Look at these examples:

3 2 1
Example 2 Example of subject and | Type of definite noun
predicate
| (’; . _ [j Y ;,.2 3_& Personal pronoun 1
I am a doctor. He is ill.
5 . o2 14 All demonstrative 2
.zs&Lf..Q zgg..& .CLu.f |0 pronouns
This is a car. This is a key.
¢ . 3 _ _ 6, All names of people. | 3
Aagls dabls 536 353
Fatima is standing. Zaid is standing.
6. X s All names of places. 4
 BUGR) é)u.ﬂ : 413.3~> a8
London is far. Egypt is beautiful.
9 . ) _ 6, . ) The possessed. 5
-049324&%&4’ -&M%a}a)b’?@
Khalid’s food is delicious. Zaid’s book 1s new.
Terminology
2 1
Indefinite Noun Definite Noun

2 Names of places in Arabic are regarded as feminine.
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Conclusion

e The Subject is mostly a proper / definite noun.
e There are several different types of definite nouns.
e The predicate is mostly an indefinite noun.

2 1
B TM"
w S . 4-,’ 2 -
9,57, 9 T 7 1
N i | a‘
ar 3y
Sls s Names of people. 2

9 _ _

&l.};la é\:eJ?[J

6. . 5 2 Names of places. 3
- BUG s

5, & 5 Demonstrative 4
o Pronouns
9 ~
B 5% Y
rd
_ _ %<~ :.\ N~ 2
&..3_?&. 31-/)3 §VL«/;‘ s T
)
“_ - ;l i -
6 95 - . Personal Pronouns 5
S5 s
)
' 5‘7)% '@"9 r;‘ P [
f’;/ 92 -1 G 95 ~ ["j
-5L/))'“~°/L/))""~‘

3 Many names of people (in particular feminine names) and names of places CANNOT contain a Tanween. You will learn more
about this later on.
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Demonstrative Pronouns - Near

Feminine Masculine
o | “ ) ~
This This Singular
: rd /0 | b Pl i:
ub & olds .
- - Dual

Nominative Case

rd
’0' rd
L')A-’
-
”

Accusative / Genitive

Nominative Case

Accusative / Genitive

gj%—“b These

CL;" Plural

Demonstrative Pronouns - Far

Feminine Masculine
&l &3 o> l3
That That ST
cLG &3 Az
Dual

Nominative Case

e

3:‘ .3"’

P

Accusative / Genitive

Nominative Case

Accusative / Genitive

K

éL.gJ )T Those

cfks,' Plural

Terminology:
) .- ". )
o) s 5753 22
) (o)
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Using Demonstrative Pronouns

Carefully note the difference in the following examples:

2

1

Incomplete Sentence

Complete Sentence |

BRCIETY RV

4 “
'{’/‘ )

[CEERIV-

2

This house ... This is a house.
ol el LSl &l

That book ... That is a book.
écf[.f..ﬂ\ s . fg(/(.@:q 5
This car ... This is a car.

predicate. Note the following where the predicate has been added.

2

1

Incomplete Sentence

Complete Sentence |

9 2 ') _ %
NCAFEICIEC N 110

oz 10

This house is near. This house ...
Lol alls &3 ol auls
I read that that book. That book ...

. g.l;};l A B A 5
This car is clean. This car ...
 3us ol &yl . ol eyl

That book is new. That book ...

Bl s 2 JUWI Gl - ACEA PRV

The student drove this car. This car ...
oo 13 o edss 2o e
I entered in this house. This house ...

You will notice that examples such as &zl 13s are incomplete sentences that require a

4 Note where the Kasra (to represent the genitive case) is placed.
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Extension

gl 5 eosaadl

Declinable & Indeclinable Nouns

Nouns are split into declinable and indeclinable.

Note the following definitions®:

2 1
o | sl |
Indeclinable Nouns Declinable Nouns
These are nouns that cannot These are nouns that can physically
physically accept a Dhamma, Fatha accept a Dhamma, Fatha and
and Kasra. Kasra.

Rather, they remain the “same” all
the time, and we assume there is a All the nouns we have covered so
(virtual) Dhamma etc. far are declinable.

Notes:

All demonstrative pronouns are indeclinable (3%).

All personal pronouns are also indeclinable (+%).

This means, although they can (for example) be in the nominative case, they will
not physically accept a Dhamma.

Note and compare the following:

5> These definitions are suitable for beginners.
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3 | 2 1
<W7-JLT z T ) ’p-:—«j’ 4 T
Indeclinable Declinable
Personal Pronouns Demonstrative
Pronouns
g 34 RERERKPE RN ]| s
2l
Nominative
We will look at PR ls<] 0%z 9
pronouns in the o L3t el Lzt s
accusative and _
genitive case later k;-°-‘-”
on. Accusative
“ ) 4 P ~ £ _
16 Je o e ks
Note: j,_;j‘
You cannot say: Genitive
92 3 L%
.8 u:j >
I read it.
2 1
o T u}-;a%jj
Indeclinable Declinable
@] +o | &5 | 10a Qs [ eas [ 50s

Does not accept physical
Harakah.

Accepts Harakaat physically.
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Exercise 1

e Change the following nouns to dual form.

¢ You will be learning about this more in the next handout.

Dual Dual Singular
Accusative + Genitive Case Nominative Case
g_}, /' - g\ L7 7 /' 7
B |
- %2 2
BN
, 3
s
'/I’/ 4
” § /s 5
6
W3
7
els
s>
29 ". ~ 9
8 R
s 10
11
sl
12
s
-7 13
5
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Exercise 2

a) Change the following sentences into Dual form (for now you will use that Dual that
ends in “Alif Noon” — you will learn about this in more detail in the next handout).

b) Analyse each sentence and also determine why ¢ has been used.
c) Do not forget to translate.

Dual Singular
Subject & Predicate

N U

............................

...........................................

...........................................

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
...........................................

Analyse (determine where each subject and predicate are) and translate:

z 5 - I I % 5
80 e s W GBS L Gsa 1

Z 2 %) . & 7
53 0s s 3 ld il &lg, aab B ags
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Exercise 3

. Change the following sentences into Dual (for now you will use that Dual that ends in
“Alif Noon” — you will learn about this in more detail in the next handout).
. Analyse each sentence and also determine why you have used a particular case ending.

. Do not forget to translate.

Dual

Singular

ol las

N

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Exercise 4

1. Analyse each sentence and determine the components of the sentence.
2. As applicable, change the following sentences into Dual as well.
3. Do not forget to translate.

English Arabic
4] 4.7
0300 34 5 8 alabll
ég ¢ 2’ - - 1 2

$355 o2 38003 Gl

fr 2lE - Srer 1t 3
5Gs &I 5 ¢ B s
2 oG 14 4
L133) oe £ 10
- _ - 5
555 5B 3 105 106
6

558 H0sd G

f’e/ - ., - \ 7
0k el as a5185s RS

P4 .
9. . 9
30l &l

4 - P Pl 10
Azl Ssldl el
2 o - 11
Agad) sasldr el
12

033 34 3 Sk ElIS
330 23l B B
ERTEABPLA T 14
Lo 58 bl |
¢ (L) Vif;id.& 16

r'4

Al i s |V

-z
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Exercise 5

1. Analyse each sentence and determine the components of the sentence.
2. As applicable, change the following sentences into Dual as well.
3. Do not forget to translate.

English Arabic
RACTRENC :
LB g el & ?
 dgiia e JU Ui !
s 31 .
6

4 2 T, .
 80gisa agll)l &l
: 7

Bl 5 s e pb 1 5

Qildle 23 2k sga ?

CE PV

(2358 e Blel &l t

Practice reading without the Harakah:

RIVCTRV RN ‘_}i POV 12

poallell Boses | P

oo 5ns e Wslllas | 1

ol gl |

OV ERESNRY | FVS ey 16
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Vocabulary

The following words are a possessive compound.

Each word has an individual and literal meaning.

Both words together (in the form of a possessive compound) give a “new” or
“different” meaning.

Ensure you focus on the individual meaning of each word, as this will allow you to
appreciate the overall “new” meaning.

1 C)Li..i;/\j\ ; i}], Dentist
2 L2 Ball
55
3 f&/ﬁj\ : ;,f Football
4 $ o 2 Basketball
a8l §55
5 6,8 2 Table tennis
E ;U::J\ 75:'5
6 Y Ambulance
ol toles
7 DTy Taxi
3551 57l
8 . Carpark
Sl Gl gz ?
9 oolog 113 Pencil
10 , . Fountain pen
,v*?'}l:" P
11 Y, Room
asss
12 P Bedroom
e
13 P Dining room
SLbadse 8
14 RUETH, Living room
U;’L il Sitting room
15 o Prayer
'5 ~ y
16 | Congregational prayer
22 | ¢ )z greg pray
17 . P Funeral prayer
550 .1 pray
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18 32 ) ¢ ,L’a Eclipse prayer

19 %aj\ : ,l,:a Eid prayer
20 L}-?jn : ,L(a Night prayer
21 Meat

22 ‘ifj\ }.—;J Beef
23 . s Pork
JEEEN POy

24 e Station
25 . 328 Railway station
g aks Y
26 22 2 Petrol station
s
27 » Lesson
S
28 v, 2 Quran lesson
¢ J-°j‘ O3
29 . Reading lesson
521580 e 8
30 . Hall
acs
31 - . Conference hall
ol 33 }f»j\ éﬂs
32 Exam hall
uL>....a’ :’j‘ 22 G
33 2 Office
34 2 Post office
¥ ;-’,j\ LA
35 L Departure
5730 P
36 Y . Departure gate
sg3Laadl 4315 RS
37 . Minister
)3
38 Gl 554 Minister of defence
; M=% Defence Minister
39 Minister of finance

Finance Minister
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