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Using Duals and the Nominative Case
What is a Dual?

1. Most languages have the following:
Singular words
Plural words
2. Very few languages have a word that is in between singular and plural: i.e. dual.

3. A dual is a grammatical number that is used in some languages in addition to the
singular and plural.

4. The English language does not have a dual. Look at the following examples:

Plural Dual Singular

Books Two books Book 1
Pens Two Pens Pen 2

Houses Two Houses House 3
Ships Two Ships Ship 4

Phones Two Phones Phone 5

5. In the above examples, the word two has to be used to show the dual.
6. Arabic has a singular, dual, and plural form for verbs, nouns, pronouns etc.

7. We have already looked at verbs that are dual. Some examples are:

Plural Dual Singular

~ s ~ 1
PG PR s . 2
, 92 P _ 95 7. , 4 3
p_;u)..w ”.;w w;.w
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8. We will now look at how to make a Dual from nouns. Look at the following examples
and take note of how the Dual is made:

Broken Dual Singular
Plural®
1
’/ P P2 d 2
33 a3 oladd NE
=54 3353 o3 esi |
%~ (- P -3 4
i i, o, s
Lij %3 P " 5
e o) i) T
% 6
:ﬂj Q)’T K g\wj 033
s P - " %2 7
e S s

9. You will notice the following in the above examples:

a) There are two different ways to represent a dual.

b) One dual has a (- at the end of the word, and the letter before it has a Fatha.

c) The other dual has (- at the end of the word, and the letter before it has a Fatha.

d) Thus, making a singular word into a dual is very straightforward.

1 At this stage the broken plural is for information purposes only and to familiarise learners with such words.
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Which Dual will be used?

The question that now arises is, which Dual will be used where?

For example, how would you make the following nominal sentence (consisting of a subject
and predicate) into dual?

@’ 7 }’/T

Looking at the two forms of dual, there are a total of four probabilities:

? ca AT 1
' OISR gb-’:-’j\
? 2. 05 - 2
: NU[ISIES (;wji"i. K
? 3

r'éd
2, 5 P ~ ‘
O gu’i’.

Only one of the above four is correct!

Before we look at this, let us learn some new terminology.

Terminology

4 3 2 1
Broken Plural? Plural Dual Singular

. .31 _ - 22 _
RASUFTEN| = a5 o>l3

2 The opposite of a broken plural is a “sound plural”. In a sound plural the singular form remains intact, whereas it does not
remain intact in a broken plural (hence the name “broken”).
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Convert the following words to Dual form:

Dual Dual Singular
Accusative + Genitive Case Nominative Case

. 1
. ” 7 2

A8
2 3

]
) 4

o
) 5

J3y
‘% 6

U3
3/ 7

Y
. 8
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New Terminology - The Nominative Case
S

Before looking at the new terminology, a reminder that the following all contain a Dhamma:

_ 1

54 7 P 2

Z s 9 ¢ Z 3
A0%us 2zl o8 HS sul

6, _ . Ag 4
SSTELIE ) &) >

a) Till now, we learnt that the above will have a DHAMMA. This was to make it easy to
understand.

b) We will now look at this in a more grammatical manner, using the APPROPRIATE
terminology.

c) The appropriate terminology is:

The Tu:.,u is always in the nominative case.

The ~= is always in the nominative case.

The J<U is always in the nominative case.

The o) of @(f always in the nominative case.

The = of ¢| is always in the nominative case.
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RULE: The nominative case is represented in most singular words® by a Dhamma.

All the examples we have done so far reflect this, including the above examples.

From this point onwards we will explain in this manner:

08 Fas
1. The word uJ4J1 is in the nominative case as it is the J<G.
2. The J<G is always in the nominative case.
3. The nominative case in most singular words is represented by a Dhamma.
4, Hence, JJ3J1 has a Dhamma.

3 And in most broken plurals.
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Exercise 1

1. Explain the following using the example.
2. Why are the highlighted words in the nominative case?
3. Ensure you mention all points in the correct sequence.

Explanation Sentence
The word J£ 9 is in the nominative case as it is the J<b. | Je i oss 1

The J<G is always in the nominative case.

The nominative case in most singular words is
represented by a Dhamma.

&

2w P 5
CJaB s
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How to represent Duals in the Nominative Case
S

As mentioned earlier, there are a total of four probabilities in the sentence containing a
subject and predicate:

1

CIISNES ub::.j\
5. 4 ot 2

? RESHERCEEtEy
® 3

rd
27 5 - ,’/\
S RUARUS g[-a-a-j",,

L idus g2l :

RULE:

The nominative case is represented in duals by (.

Thus, only that Dual will be used (for example) in a Subject & predicate that has the ().

From the above four probabilities, only this sentence is correct:

g

4

We will explain in this manner:

CIERES UL:::J\
The word uijl isin the nominative case as it is the Toww
The Tuww is always in the nominative case.

The nominative case in duals is represented by .

The word 335 is in the nominative case as it is the -=.
The = is always in the nominative case.

The nominative case in duals is represented by .
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Exercise 2

Explain which one is correct and why?

1b

la

The (two) teachers helped.

. gu L/“/’:)Jaj\ }.»,5::
The (two) teachers helped.

2b

2a

 olagiaadl J51

The (two) engineers ate.

RELENCEY | Js ¥

The (two) engineers ate.

3b 3a
328G 38l 328 LA

The (two) pens are broken.

The (two) pens are broken.

4a

The (two) cars are expensive.

Lol Ul
The (two) cars are expensive.

-
w @
- - (1 -
~ ~ ~
2%r s ‘ . 2% "../: |=n . ; n"
o2 > L} ey >

-

The (two) doctors opened.

The (two) doctors opened.
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Exercise 3

Ask yourself the following questions and give the answer:

Question Answer
1 | What is the case of the Subject &
Predicate? N oo Case
2 | How is the NOMINATIVE case
shown in nouns that are
SINGULAR?

3 | How is the NOMINATIVE case
shown in nouns that are DUAL?

4 ol represents the NOMINATIVE
case in DUAL nouns.

5 = represents the NOMINATIVE
case in DUAL nouns.

6 o2 Ea 15 Correct or Incorrect?
v | Give the reason.
Which part is incorrect?
Give the reason.

8 - ¢ Correct or Incorrect?
G2 P Give the reason.

True or False?

True or False?

7 t S (asll
B B\

1 e Ay
U s ey
U g | S
Pl e | e

E w 1 1 1 9
13 st & ;:,:; 2 Which part is incorrect?

Give the reason.

Note:

It is very important to understand the above, as it will be needed in almost all of the Arabic
you will learn from this point onwards.

Before we look at the other two cases (Accusative & Genitive), complete the following
exercises.
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Terminoloqy

4 3 2 1
Broken Plural Plural Dual Singular
e FEEy] s 5353 o3

Example: Example: Example: Example:
3 Y o3al3 [ lals RE

Nominative Case

Conclusion
Nominative Case
I
Rgpresented by: Singular
4
Dhamma Nouns
Represented by: Dual
Lj‘ Nouns

4 And most broken plurals.
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Master Conclusion of Grammar Rules

Genitive Case

Accusative Case

3 2 1
Qs s s
35 i) 23

Nominative Case

JES PO ENPNeD o Jsaie Toxae
& o =
2BLEYL v oS = S A
5 F=
Je s
Total: Total: Total:
2 12 8

You must be able to clearly explain how each case ending is shown in different

types of nouns.

The accusative and genitive cases will be covered in the next handout.
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Exercise 4

a) Change the following words into Duals.
b) Do not forget to translate.

Translation Dual Singular
Accusative + Genitive Nominative Case
Case
bz 1
. 2
P
Z 3
-y
. 4
p 5
e
. 6
533
7
bils
8
L,L;:LE.
. 9
)/;PU
97, 10
C’ Kl Q Q
J3aia 11
N 12
%)
L ut 13
B
1 14
Lj’ﬁ‘c'
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Exercise 5

1. Change the following sentences into Dual form. Remember that Subject & Predicate

must have gender and number coordination.

2. Analyse each sentence and also determine why /| has been used.

3. Do not forget to translate.

Dual

Singular

Subject & Predicate

...........................................

&y Js 3

...........................................

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

...........................................

--------------------------------------------

...........................................

...........................................

...........................................

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Exercise 6

a) Change the following sentences into Dual form.

Note: Even though the Doer could be more than one person, as the action remains ONE, the

verb will also remain singular.

b) Analyse each sentence and also determine why /| has been used.

c) Do not forget to translate.

Dual

Singular

Verb + Doer

003 fns

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Syntax No. 11 | Alimiyyah | Cohort 2022 | MFK




Extension

Duals of the Active and Passive Participles

We have looked at Active and Passive Participles already. Some examples are:

2
Jzaiall 2]

The Passive Participle

1

Ed
A A

A
Created (i.e. creation)

Js &l 2z

The Active Participle.

2 2.

v IrRiR
Helped / Someone helped

Creator (Allah)

Ed
‘_')39.'=

Drunk / Something drunk
(i.e. adrink)

,M,PB
Helper / Someone helping

2

Fl ~

<

Written (i.e. a letter)

»

oyl

Drinker / Someone drinking

S

Writer

Duals of these words are very straightforward, you simply add ¢l or . .
Look at these examples:

Dlzjal Sing;ular
PR B G sl 2
500 oUBse( 55005
SRS o3z cybia | s
B 3hia B rbls 57 34ls
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Exercise 7

Write down and practice the duals of the following:

1
Dual Singular

;,)u[.fo Je@ 2z

C3sha | Usial s

1
Dual Singular

bsls sl 52l
2 sls
bihia J3sdall 22

1
Dual

Qs Js &l 2z

Jskea | Usdala)
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Vocabulary Bank

Singular Meaning Plural
1 &é\ Sign OL}‘
2 Knowledge
Jurs : A2
3 . Judge .
u-:’u g 5L\é.'§
4 ol Kings Syl
5 . Clever i
C.yg') ;[.::S}T
6 Friend %
Cijj'j 9[.3.131
7 Scholar
SE L
8 . Weak .
. ','/ % }‘ 7. 34
9 , Minister )
233 s1753
10 Y Sorry IR
‘—°~:~" (Adjective) Gl
11 5 < Person 5
RS up[.SwT
12 . - Naught .,
= o s
13 Messenger
J3e ° g
14 4 Prophet .5
& i Sl
15 e s Poor Sz
16 Treatment
s
17 > Palace 53
RS vl
18 ) Hand ﬁ
w2 G
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